[1] Fourth Sunday of Advent (Dec 21, 2025 –  Love Sunday; Children’s Christmas Program)
Scripture: 1 Cor. 12:31-13:13; Ps. 48:9-14
Sermon Title:  Quantum Love (Unfailing)
Theme: Love beyond measurement and understanding (Short Homily)

“We ponder (damah – use similitudes, re-enact, to make ourselves like it) your steadfast (chesed - unfailing, love-in-action) love, O God,” (v9)

[2] The Psalmist declares: “re-enact the loving presence of God in the Temple!  Show love-in-action for all to see and celebrate! May everyone witnessing this re-enactment know that God’s Love never fails. The Psalm echoes the call of Isaiah:  Just like God’s Voice or God’s Word never fails, just like rain and snow do not return to the heavens without watering the earth, so too, God’s Love does not return to God empty but accomplishes what God intends and prospers all who in some way touch it and receive it. (Is. 55:11). The trees will clap their hands; the 
mountains and hills burst into song at such unfailing Love. John takes to heart this same unfailing love: “let us love, then, not in word or speech alone, but in truth and action.”. If we see someone in need, and God’s love abides with us, then we respond with help! (1 John 3:17-18). That is the essence of the unfailing Love of God.

[3] In the New Testament, this unfailing Love of God was turned into a greeting for the gathered Christian community. I call it the Love Factorial greeting: “Let love be multiplied to you in abundance!” (Jude 2) The spirit of the greeting is that God might multiply the love you give or receive by a factor of infinity, increased to a full measure!” The greeting subtly reminds us that "if we are forgiven much, we will love more (Lk.7:47)," and that the debt of love is never discharged (Rm. 13:8). Infinity is symbolized by seventy times seven or seven hundred times seven or seven thousand times seven (Gen.4:24; Mt. 18:22). Paul prays that [our] love may overflow with … full insight (Phil. 1:9), that we might use responsibly the gift of God which is [4] the "spirit of love (2 Tim. 1:7."  Just as Quantum computing is NOT the same as serial computing, or even parallel computing, so too, quantum love is highly different from other forms of love. Quantum love is Infinite love; the kind of eternal love that we see if we somehow were able to place our eyes at the edge of the universe, but then realize that that same love continues on boundless.

The author of First John opens the possibilities of that spirit: God’s love abides in those who see the world’s need and respond with help (1 Jn. 3:17). It is through that same spirit that we know that we have passed from death to life (3:14), that we know we have received resurrection. The author of Hebrews challenges us to a competition of love: how to provoke one another on to love and good deeds (10:24) and offers us an engagement with empathy: “to remember those in prison (or being tortured) as though we were in prison (being tortured) with them. (Heb. 
13:3).”

Jeremiah explores the theme of such a love (olam, from Jeremiah 31:3), speaking to the people of Israel, describing an infinite love that stretches beyond the vanishing point, past or future, where God says: “I have loved you with an everlasting love ….” and such a love is implied in Lot’s grateful response to God: “you have magnified your love to me, O God, you have saved my life.” (Gen. 19:19). The theme is continued in 1 Peter 4:8 (Greek words ‘ἀγάπην ἐκτενῆ), 
where it suggests that we “keep love constant,” that we keep our love earnest and eager before all things.” According to First Peter, such a deep and lasting love for each other covers a multitude of sins. A literal translation would be: “Go into a love unfailing and fervent,” or into a love properly stretched out to its maximum potential, fully extended to its necessary outcome.

[5] This everlasting eternal Love, this unfailing Love, re-enacted in the Temple and now to be born among us, is Emmanuel! This Love is the reason that Joseph obeyed the angel and stood unflinchingly beside Mary, with one spirit and one mind, in full accord! This is the reason Joseph did not dismiss Mary, the reason he did not abandon her. This is the love of God which stretches into the horizon beyond the vanishing point, beyond sight, beyond time. This is fervent love 
properly stretched, fully extended, to its maximum potential! This is the Love Stephen displayed while being stoned, that Jesus displayed on the cross: “Father, forgive them for they know not what they do!” This is the multiplied, magnified, Love which attaches itself to us and will not let us go! (George Matheson 1882 hymn). This is the Love that Came Down at Christmas, Love all lovely, Love divine; Love was born at Christmas (Christina Rosetti 1885 hymn). It was a love divine, all loves excelling (Charles Wesley 1747 hymn). 
 
This eternal unfailing Love is the word of life, that like Thomas, we have searched with our eyes and touched with our hands (1 John 1:1), that we have man-handled in order to prove it true. This magnified infinite Love is the perfect love of God that cast out all fear, that abides in us when we confess Jesus as the Son of God (1 John 4:15). This is the divine Love that emptied itself of all royalty to be born in human likeness, humbled itself in obedience to the point of death on a cross, the infinite Love to which every knee bends and every tongue confesses, saying, “Jesus is Lord!”

This is the Love that is fulfillment of the Law, to “love your neighbor, your brother and sister in need, as yourself!” (Rms 13:10; Lev 19:18) This is the Love which Paul says does not keep a list of wrongs, that is patient and kind, not envious or boastful or arrogant, that does not insist on its own way; the is the Love that bears all things, hopes all things, believes all things, endures all things. This is the Love that never ends! (1 Cor. 13:4-8). 

[bookmark: _GoBack]This is the Love that led to Joseph forgiving his brothers for betraying him and selling him into slavery (Gen 45:15, 50:20). This is the Love behind the father’s forgiveness of the prodigal son (Lk. 15:11-32) or the Love that went the second-mile in the Good Samaritan who brought his injured Jewish brother to the inn and paid for his future recovery (Lk. 10:30-37). This is the greater Love that laid down his life for his friends (Jn 15:13-15) This is the Love that forgave Peter’s betrayal (Jn 18:15-27) and Paul’s murderous threats (Acts 9:1). This is the Love that
rebuked revenge (Mt. 5:38, Lk. 9:55; Rms. 12:19-20) and freed the rebellious Barabbas with his own life.

[6] This the infinite Love that overcomes 500 years of ethnic prejudice to bring the gospel to Crete (Titus 1:12, Epimenides, Cretica, 500 BCE). This is the infinite Love that weeps with Rachel over her children (Mt. 2:18) and holds the jealous Herod accountable for his wicked deeds. This is the magnified Love that forgives the woman caught in adultery (Jn 8:1-11) and gives her another chance. This is the overflowing Love that saves, that bends over backward to provide a way out where there is no way, the kind of Love that turns its head the other way and does not condemn (Jn 3:17). We love because God first loved us, and we too, who follow Jesus, are called to love first, to love proactively and not just reactively (1 John 4:19). Outsiders know we are Christians by our love. This is the magnanimous Love that celebrates the charitable life of Tabitha and restores her life so that she can do even more (Acts 9:36-42). This is the long-suffering Love that sends Jonah back to the Ninevites (Jonah 4) and Paul back to Rome (Acts 27).

And who are we?  Who are we who follow Jesus? “We are a [Love] letter from Christ … written not with ink but with the Spirit of the Living God, a divine letter inscribed on human hearts, known and read by everyone. (2 Cor. 3:2,6).  How beautiful on the mountains are the feet who bring the good news of peace! (Is. 52:7; Rms 10:15). Mary preached the gospel by her actions. She believed the angel. She pondered on what type of love this is, that makes the impossible possible, who gives life to the dead and speaks into existence the things that do not exist (Rms. 4:17), and she treasured this wondrous love in her heart (Lk. 2:19). She re-enacted over and over again this wonderful love in her heart, saying “My soul magnifies the Lord! My spirit rejoices in God my Savior … for God has scattered the proud in the imagination of their hearts and brought down the powerful and lifted up the lowly, filling the hungry with good things; and sending the rich empty away. Glory be to God! (Lk. 1:46-53)

[7] What does “love” have to do with it?  This is the name of a famous movie and song from 1993 (Tina Turner, Songwriters Graham Hamilton Lyle and Terry Britten). What does “love” have to do with it? Well, in terms of the Gospel message, “love” has everything to do with it.  Love is the message of Advent and it has everything to do with everything.  Love is why God has become human, emptying God’s self, Emmanuel (Matt. 1:23) humbly taking the form of a tiny Baby in the fields near Bethlehem (Phil. 2:6-8). Our love for ourselves and our love for others comes from God (Lev. 19:18; Mt. 22:39; Mk. 12:31; Lk 10:27). We are capable of loving because God first loved us.

“Ah, that was the true joy of life, the ability to love! He was quite sure that some people were genuinely unable to love anyone. But love was alive in him, alive because long ago it had been born in him when he knew his father loved him.  That was it: love alone could waken love.” (Pearl S. Buck, The Gift that Lasts a Lifetime.)

[8] Hezekiah Walker has written a hymn that we sometimes sing at the Phillips Seminary in Tulsa. It goes like this:  “I pray for you, you pray for me, I love you, I need you to survive. I need you, you need me. We’re all a part of God’s body, stand with me, agree with me. You are important to me. I need you to survive.” 


 Paul in his famous Love Chapter of First Corinthians 13, tells us that Love (agape) is longsuffering (Makrothumeó), a long-tempered love, one refusing to retaliate, the direct opposite of quick-tempered (1 Cor. 13:4). Love is kind (chrésteuomai), acting out of benevolence, well-resourced, and useful. Love is not envious, boastful or “puffed-up.” It never acts unbecomingly (aschémoneó), or inappropriately. It always considers the other as more important than oneself (Phil. 2:3), the good of others being your first thought and not your last thought.  Love is not easily provoked (paroxunó) and does not keep an account of wrongs. “Owe nothing to anyone, except to love one another (Rm. 13:8),” Paul tells the Romans. “A godly man,” Paul advises Timothy, “is one who pursues justice, love and gentleness (1 Tim. 6:11).”  As part of that advice, Paul says “correct with gentleness (2 Tim 2:24),” and “be patient with those who are wrong (2 Tim 2:24).”

The Hebrew word often interpreted as “steadfast love” is “chesed.” You may also see it translated as “mercy,” or “lovingkindness,” especially as it is displayed to those in need of love, to the lowly, or the oppressed. It is more than kindness, it is loving-kindness; it is more than loving, it is kindness-loving. In kindness, God calls us to share in eternal glory (1 Peter 5:10).  Steadfast love is a chosen love, a decisive love, that goes beyond the bounds of those who are easy to love, or a love that we return to those who love us (Mt. 5:46;Lk 6:32).  Our Savior says as much when he asks us to extend love to even our enemies. When God gives Moses the
ten words, the ten commandments, on Mount Sinai, God introduces God-self with the words: “The Lord is merciful and gracious, slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love and faithfulness, keeping [that] steadfast love for a thousand generations.” (Ex. 34:6). In the Song of Moses, the poet cries out: “Who is like you, O Lord? Majestic and Awesome, leading forth in your steadfast love, your mercy, the people you have redeemed.” (Ex. 15:13).  Psalm 89 is a poetic tribute to steadfast love: “I will sing of your steadfast love forever, O Lord, it is established forever, as if built-up in the heavens, righteousness and justice are the foundation
of your throne, and steadfast love and faithfulness go before you.” (Ps. 89:1-2,14).

Today, we re-enact the story of the steadfast Love which come down at Christmas in the form of the Christ Child. It is a love that is the more excellent way!  It is a love that chooses us and asks us to choose love as the way of our living!  May it ever be so! 

Alleluia! Amen!
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