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Hymn Surfing

Bert Cartwright, one of the Disciple scholars who helped produce our Chalice Hymnal, once wrote
that, when all is said and done, and all sources evaluated, our hymn books are, and have been,
primary factors in the conversion of people to Christianity, at least since the invention of the printing
press. During the past 500 years, it has been the case that people have been led to Christ through
music and singing, more so than through other activities. Simply put, we are a musical people, and
singing hymns helps us frame our personal beliefs more precisely. Brian Wren once penned a poem
which captures the singing spirit nicely:

Yes, that’s what | mean, though | couldn’t have said it
that’s what | believe, though | couldn’t express it
that’s how | feel, though | couldn’t explain it

that’s true for me, though it wasn’t till | read it.

Josh Robinson, pastor of Hope Presbyterian Church in Austin, Texas, has proposed that he can ferret
out what a person believes by examining their musical playlists. He suggests that the songs or hymns
each person prefers to hear is a reliable indicator of their embedded or deliberative theology. In a
detailed examination of the songs on these playlists, he has found helpful indicators of the spiritual
and theological forces at work in his congregation, both good and bad. These indicators, in turn, guide
his ministry.

As we approach the holiday seasons, Thanksgiving and Christmas, my hope is that we might reflect on
what are our favorite songs and hymns, and why they are our favorites. Perhaps this reflection can
bring about more awareness of why and what we believe, and the sounds that inform our emotions
and thoughts in relation to Christ Jesus. So, as we head into Advent 2025, on a wing and a prayer, in
the spirit of singing ... Happy Song/Hymn surfing!

Grace & Peace,

Pastor Randy

Our youth and children helped lead worship on Children’s Sabbath.



SAVE THE DATE

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 6 i\ &

On Saturday, December 6, we are planning a day of fun, for ) )
ADULTS and CHILDREN, at the church while making gifts for evening, December 16 at 6 pm |'n.the
others for the holidays. We will have Stations set up as we Sanctuary, followed by the traditional
make and create tasty treats and beautiful gifts to give to our | 1asting Party in Schwind Hall!

friends and loved ones.

Not to Worry

A nativity comedy
pageant in three
acts is coming your way on Sunday

We will be baking Pumpkin bread with Julia, making dipped
chocolate treats, Painting with Kelli, making ornaments with
/ Verona Burke \

Fern, creating gifts with Tobi, wrapping gifts, and more!

If you have an idea and would like to run one of the stations August 18, 1932 — October 24, 2025

(ex: card making, wood working, etc.) please let Kelli Fearing | Verona’s service will be held at Western Oaks
know by e-mailing her at fearings3@sbcglobal.net or Christian Church on Wednesday, November 5,
text, 405-473-6938. % at 2 p.m.

fz in, Cards may be sent to the

W/ family at 615 N Mocking-
M bird Way, Mustang, OK

73064-2057

( Eunice Lassiter \

September 29, 1926 - September 16, 2025
Please remember Eunice’s M
family in your prayers.

. Nlemsry. %)

The Week of the Ministry reception and gift was a | appreciate the love and support of

most thoughtful way to recognize my 51 years of WOCC as | continue my path in ministry

ordained ministry. | thoroughly enjoy being part toward ordination.

of the Western Oaks family. Thanks so much! Aanika Gillett
Tom Jewell

Thank you for the cards and gifts | received

| give thanks for you, because they are you, the during Ministry Appreciation Month

people of the church, who make service a joy. (October 2025)! 1 am grateful for your

Jim Ellis support and affirmations of my ministry.

Pastor Randy


mailto:fearings3@sbcglobal.net

CHILDREN AND YOUTH

3
CHRISTMAS PLAY PN mw&ms YO@W
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The play is Dress Rehearsal for Christmas and we will practice in Western Oaks Christian Chur.
November and December after the 11a.m. worship service.

Children’s Sabbath Sunday, October 27" was Children’s Sabbath and Light a Candle for Children. A time when we
celebrated the children and youth in our church, as well as remembered children and youth in our own families,
communities and in our world. What a blessing to have so many children and youth who want to participate in
worship. All of them said yes to participating and with enthusiasm! We often have practiced several times to help
everyone feel prepared and know the flow of worship. A time crunch made it difficult to practice as much, however
everyone has participated and feels a part of worship to be able to lead worship with grace. Your encouragement was
and is felt by all our children and youth!!

| wanted to let you know how much | was touched with Pastor Appreciation Sunday! The hugs and heartfelt comments
of support and love for me and my family is always touching and this December, we begin our eleventh year together. |
love seeing how our children and youth have grown in maturity and spirituality. We have active youth and children
who enjoy doing service at our church and in our community!! It has been a blessing to work with our parents/
grandparents and to observe the youth and children’s continued growth through the various activities: Christmas Plays,
Trunk or Treat, Youth Valentine Dinner, Easter Egg Hunt to church camp etc. It brightened my day when | read all the
wonderful cards and looked at the special gifts | was given

I and my family have appreciated your love and support for this past year. You all have shown what being a part of a
church is by the love and concern you have shared with my family and your interest visibly given to my children.

All the moments both joyful and sad continue to make Western Oaks Christian Church a kind and loving place to be.
Blessings on our continued journey,

Rev. Julia Jordan Gillett
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Interim Minister: Pastor Randy Hill o900 @ e
Associate Minister: Rev. Julia Jordan Gillett
Music Director: Andrew Orr Monday, Nov. 17 Admin Meeting
Pianist: Rosa McCroskey L . .
Praise Band Leader: Ben Erantz November 16 & 23  Thanksgiving Special Offering (DoC)
Praise Band: Natalie Griffin and Zach Jones Sunday, Nov. 23 All Church Thanksgiving Lunch
Nursery Attendant: Skylar Frank Sunday, Dec. 14 Christmas Cantata 11:00am
Admin Assistant: Cindy Cannon Christmas Play 6:00pm
Sound Technician: Tobi Bessinger Holiday Dessert Party 7:00pm
:gan Slo!®2 |~ |£5|2 4| Sunday,Dec.21 Children’s Christmas Play 11:00am
3 ls|S|2|a |0 x|loo
Attendance | |Z (|9 |© |a9|a d
S 5128 |2 |ZG|IZE8 .
2 s|®|3 |3 |T8|C 22 Sunday after Pentecost (Nov 9, 2025) Scripture: Job 19:23-27a
10/5/2025 4 1 5126 48 66 71 Sermon Titlc:e:.lncz.alrnation! . -
10/12/2025 7 118 220135! 57 | 65 Theme: Anticipating Emmanuel in our community
10/19/2025 | 4 |15 |24]29] 53 | 58 23 Sunday after Pentecost (Nov 16, 2025) Scripture: Isaiah 65:17-25
Q= @© Sermon Title: A New Heaven & A New Earth
Current |20 5|20 :
- =285 ¢ October Theme: Celebrating the work of our hands!
Giving Date |32 3 ~7<£ o I
= g Weekly o . ;
Thanksgiving Sunday [Reign of Christ] (Nov 23, 2025)
10/5/2025 LI S Budget Needs Sermon Title: Interpreted by Love Scripture: Colossians 1:11-20
10/12/2025 | $8,375 | $0 $4,983.21 Theme: How to interpret thanksgiving in ourselves
10/19/2025 | $2,990 | $S30

“Loving God, Serving our Neighbors”
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