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CHILDREN’S CHRISTMAS PLAY : A Gift for Christmas
Saturday, December 9th at 10:00a.m. We will have our dress rehearsal
where Rosa McCroskey will play for us!
Sunday, December 10th we will meet in the Sunday school classrooms to
put on our costumes at 10:00a.m. and have any final instructions before
we present: A Gift for Christmas to the congregation
during the 11a.m. service.

December 17th BOARD MEETING

December 31st CONGREGATIONAL MEETING

Martie’s Diner
“Martie’s Diner….where wise ones gather!” will be presented in the Sanctuary
at 6:30 pm on December 10. Since September, a cast of thousands (actually,
13) have been rehearsing for this year’s Advent Chancel drama (although, it is
more like a comedy). We hope you will join us for this one and only performance! See you at Martie’s Diner on the 10th!

Date

GIVING

11/26

General

$3,449.45

Blessing Fund

$75.00

General

$11,323.26

Blessing Fund

$25.00

12/3

Date

ATTENDANCE

11/26

9 AM

27

11 AM

95

9 AM

37

11 AM

104

12/3

Advent
Why do we celebrate Advent?
It seems every year we want to rush to the stable to find the baby Jesus in the manger. It would seem that
many would be perfectly happy skipping over Advent all together if that would mean that we could bring
Christmas sooner. So much so, that we risk being ready for Christmas to be over when Christmas has just
begun.
So, what is Advent? The word “Advent” itself means “arrival of a notable person, thing or event” or
“the coming into being”. Advent marks the beginning of the Christian Calendar (Happy New Year!) and the
church calendar always begins four Sundays before Christmas Day. Advent is a time of preparation, to prepare ourselves for the arrival of Christ and to prepare for the celebration of the anniversary of the birth of
the Christ child. Advent is also a time of waiting, waiting for Christ to appear. Or seeking Christ in our lives.
Advent is traditionally broken up into four themes, Hope, Peace, Love, and Joy and each day of the
week we light a candle representing one of these themes throughout the season of Advent. Hope that no
matter how dark the world may seem around us we can take assurance that the darkness can not overcome
the light of a single candle. The theme of Peace reminds us that he will be called Prince of Peace coming
into the world to teach us about the peace that is desired for the world. The Third week or Sunday is called
Gaudete which is Latin for “Rejoice” and we are reminded to rejoice in the Lord. May we find Joy in this
season for we know the Lord is near. This is also sometimes referred to “Rose Sunday” and we light the
pink candle. So, instead of fretting over the busy season or the preparations yet to come for celebrations,
take time to be glad in the things God has blessed you with. Finally, the last candle represents “Love”. For
God so loved the world…May we remember that love this Advent season and remember to be examples of
that love to others.
Advent is also a time of reflection. To look within yourself to prepare yourself for the Christmas Season. Do you have room in your heart for the arrival of the Christ Child? Are you responding to others in
kindness, and love, offering hope and peace to others so they too may rejoice in the season? It is my prayer
for you that this season of Advent and Christmas are times of great joy for you and your family.
Shalom,
Daniel
Advent devotionals created by the Oklahoma Regional Youth Council will be available in the foyer for
anyone who would like a copy.

Noel & Refuge Fellowship
Will be collecting small blankets to give to the homeless. Walmart has some for $2.50! If
you’d like to make a cash donation make your check to WOCC and mark it for the
Refuge Fellowship Project.
Any Questions??
Call Tom Russell 650-3335 or 946-5909

For some the holidays are filled with grief and painful memories which can make it difficult to
feel merry or thankful. No matter how long your loved one has passed away, grief can make
holidays a difficult time. But there is hope. New Covenant Christian Church
(Disciples of Christ) is offering a one evening event will take a look into our holiday traditions
and offer suggestions on how to handle parties and invitations, and where to find comfort and
hope in this meaningful, but perhaps bittersweet, season.
Contact Debbie Keith at New Covenant Christian Church 405-722-7445, ext. 305
for more information.

CWF Christmas Meeting and Luncheon

CWF will host a Christmas Meeting/Party next
Tuesday, December 12th at 10am. Join us for a fun morning. We
will learn the true meaning behind the 12 days of Christmas song, exchange a $5 gift, and enjoy a Christmas luncheon. Bring your favorite
Christmas food, a $5 gift for the exchange if you would like to participate, and lots of Christmas Cheer!
Thank you to everyone who stayed after the 11:00 a.m. worship on
Sunday, November 26th and also throughout the week. Now look at
what the group accomplished!! The church looks lovely,
both inside and out!
Here are the helpers:

Gay Teter, Steve Teter, Robert Wilkerson, Wendy
Wilkerson, Linda Brown, Ginny Johnson, Charlene
Majetic, Lynda Gervais, Jimmy Ille, Karen Russell,
Sarah Mars, Jacob Foster, Lissa Foster, Okie Merry,
Justin Gamble, Mary Garrison, Ed Garrison, Jenna
Droke, Charles Mohr, Charlie Conner, Marlene
Word, Tom Jewell, and Kay Jewell.
Thank you,
The Worship Committee

Disciples Women we will meet at 6:30 p.m.
Thursday, December 7th at Higher Ground. We
will have an ornament exchange and we will
keep the cost of the ornament to $5 and under!!
All are welcome for a festive evening!!

Please welcome our newest family, Jennifer Reynolds and her three sons Jon, Joseph and James.
This family joined Western Oaks on October 22nd and we are happy to have them with us.
Jennifer was born in Enid, Oklahoma and raised in the Northwest OKC area. She is the mother of five
children. Her family consists of two adult daughters, Heather and Barbara, her three young sons and her
husband Matt Reynolds, to whom she has been married for seven years.
Jennifer is a recent graduate of seminary and last year she served as a chaplain at the VA Medical
Center. She hopes to continue a counseling ministry after she finishes her studies in college, working toward
becoming a therapist. She has primarily attended Methodist churches. However, she was introduced to the
Christian Church (DOC) through working at Village Christian Church as a pastoral intern.
She and her sons have already become quite active in several areas of our congregation and we have
been charmed by the energy and enthusiasm that they bring to us. She lists her three favorite church
activities as visitation with homebound/hospitalized members, singing in choir, and teaching adult Sunday
School.
When she’s not busy with her family and her studies and her church work, Jennifer enjoys reading,
singing, playing piano, and sewing.
If you’ve not yet met Jennifer, Jon, Joseph and James,
please search them out and introduce yourself. Let them
know we are very pleased that they are here and have already
become active in our congregational life.
Jennifer’s Date of Birth: 9-21
Anniversary: 9-25-10
Address: 3633 Wimberley Creek Dr., Yukon, OK 73099
Phone: (405) 496-5669
E-mail address: jennifer.reynolds925@gmail.com

Please turn in all
receipts… with Debits to
Accounts
worksheet attached.
Sheets are located in
the Workroom..

11 a.m. December 10th
GIVING – STEWARDSHIP- APPRECIATION

This is the time of year when we focus on our blessings, our family, our friends and the gift of Jesus Christ to the
world. One of the joys we share with our church leadership is through special gifting of our financial
resources to the church staff. There is no requirement or precedent or minimum to show our appreciation for
their work to make our spiritual journey more meaningful and pleasant. If you feel so inclined just mark your
check or the offering envelopes in the pew backs and there will be special envelops in the church
bulletins and in the church foyers marked for staff gifts. We do request that those gifts be completed by
December 17th so they may be presented to the staff on December 24th this year.
If you missed the opportunity to turn in an Estimate of Giving for 2018 please remember to do so. I also
encourage you to send a revised Estimate if your life circumstances need you to make a change. There are
many facets to this spiritual body of believers that require sound financial responsibility just like our personal
budgets and our business budgets. Thank you for your commitments to Western Oaks.

In His Service,
Ken Whitt, Chair

Touch down Potato Pizzas
1. Preheat oven to 425 degrees F. Coat 2 baking sheets with 1
tablespoon each of olive oil.
2. Arrange potato slices on baking sheets and bake 10
minutes, or until pale golden in color. Turn potato slices
over and cook 6 additional minutes, or until fork-tender
and beginning to brown.
3. In a medium bowl, combine remaining ingredients except
remaining olive oil, and toss until well
blended.
4. Remove potatoes from oven and evenly distribute
pepperoni mixture on top of each potato slice.
Return to oven and bake an additional 3 to 5 minutes, or
until cheese begins to melt. Remove from
oven, and then drizzle remaining 2 tablespoons oil evenly
over topped potato slices. Let stand 5 minutes to allow
flavors to absorb, then serve.

We Need You
We need help cleaning and polishing the pews in the sanctuary. Saturday December 16
at 9 a.m., we hope to be finished by noon. Please bring cotton rags if you have them.
Any Questions Call Tom Russell 405-650-3335

Church Events In December

Dec. 10th Second Sunday of Advent
One Worship
11 am Children’s Musical “A Christmas Gift”
12:00 Birthday Party for Jesus Lunch 12:00
6:30 pm Chancel Drama “Martie’s Diner”
7 pm Tasting Party (bring your favorite holiday treat to share)
Dec. 15th
6pm Staff Christmas Party
Dec. 17th Third Sunday of Advent
Choir’s Lessons and Carols
Dec. 24th Fourth Sunday of Advent
9 am worship
10 am Sunday School
11 am Worship
6 pm Christmas Eve Family Candlelight Worship
11:30 pm Christmas Eve Midnight Candlelight Worship
Dec. 25th Season of Christmas begins

MERRY CHRISTMAS
Dec. 31st First Sunday of Christmas
9 am worship
10 am Sunday School
11 am Worship

Church Staff

Upcoming Events

Senior Minister: Rev. Daniel U’Ren
Daniel@woccdoc.org

Saturday, December 9th
Associate Minister: Rev. Julia Jordan Gillett
Julia@woccdoc.org
Interim Youth Director: Hope Lairson
Administrative Assistant: Rae Euwins
Office@woccdoc.org
Music Director: Dr. Ronald Manning
ronald_manning@att.net

10:00 a.m. Salvation Army Kettle Brigade
Sunday, December 10th
12:15 p.m. Children & Families Christmas Celebration
6:30 p.m. Martie’s Diner
7:00 p.m. Tasting Party
Tuesday, December 12th
6:30 p.m. Worship Meeting

Pianist: Rosa McCroskey

Thursday, December 14th

Volunteer Organist: Verona Burke

6:30 p.m.. CWF

Praise Band Leader: Todd Newell

Custodian: Lawrence Johnson
Nursery Attendants: Shaylee White and Janet Harper

Board Meeting
Tuesday, December 19th
7:00 p.m. Admin Meeting
Sunday, December 31st
Congregational Meeting

“Loving God, Serving our Neighbor”

Sound Technician: Matthew Gillett & Alex Wilkinson

Sunday, December 17th

8100 NW 23rd Street
Oklahoma City OK 73127
405.789.8812

Praise Band Members:
Brett Hawk , Hope Lairson, Jeff Newell,
and Rosanne Rowe

