
To the Folks at Western Oaks 

Over the last year and a few months, you  

have graced me by offering thoughts and  

prayers over a variety of maladies which jumped on me. 
You had to hear my name at prayer time more often than 
seemly, but you continued to express care and concern 
each time. I thank you. I thank Daniel for getting up and 
going before dawn, even in the Summer. I thank the El-
ders who kept our mailbox filled and prayer lines busy. I 
thank each friend who had the thought that I should be 
well. The adventure was something, and I appreciate the 
company along the road. May that spirit and love remain 
Western Oaks’ identity and call word.  
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W E S T E R N  O A K S  C H R I S T I A N  C H U R C H  

Christmas is a wonder time of the year.  While 
we celebrate the birth of our savior, we also    
rejoice in the celebration of our families as we 
reach out with gifts and good wishes.  Member-
ship committee of WOCC feels it is important 
that we extend our outreach to those in our   
congregation who may need a little extra help 
with celebrating this Christian holiday.  We      
extend this invitation for your financial assistance 
in making possible a joyful Christmas season for 
everyone in our congregation.  You can do this by 
making a check to WOCC and indicating Christ-
mas Gift Fund in the memo portion. 

 Jenna Droke & Charles Mohr 

Christmas Drama Rehearsal Schedule 

 November    1 - Thursday -  7 pm        

                 8 - Thursday -  7 pm        

                 18 - Sunday  -    2 pm         

                 29 - Thursday - 7 pm        

 

Fall is the best time of the year for 

many. The leaves are turning brilliant 

colors, there’s a slight chill in the air 

and thoughts turn toward family and celebration 

with the approaching Thanksgiving and Christmas 

holidays. For the homeless and people living on the 

streets, the fall season can be 

depressing, cold and hopeless.  

However, there is hope, food, 

warmth and community 

through Refuge Fellowship 

Church in downtown Oklahoma 

City. Rev. Noel Gray is pastor of 

Refuge Fellowship Church, a 

Disciples of Christ church in  

formation. She leads this     ministry to serve the 

homeless community of Oklahoma City. Their mis-

sion is to transform lives through the work of the Ho-

ly Spirit, by the living word of God and the life of Je-

sus Christ. They demonstrate  discipleship through a 

community that provides resources to   empower 

the lives of the disenfranchised and      economically 

oppressed.  

The Foundation holds many worthwhile endow-

ments benefitting the church, the region and its   

missions and ministries, including 

grant funds.        Go to https://

okdfdn.org/giving-opportunities/

donate-now/ if you would like to 

make and honorary or memorial do-



Compassion 
when we act out of truth and justice that we can 

have peace in the world.  If we see problems in the 

world, we share kindness.  If we see hate in the 

world, we need to increase our acts of compassion.  

If we see violence, then we need to increase our 

capacity to love. 

Zechariah 8:17 “do not devise evil in your hearts 

against one another, and love no false oath; for all 

these are things that I hate, says the Lord.” 

Despite the number of acts of violence that have 

occurred in synagogues, mosques and churches 

since 2016, experts say that places of worship are 

the safest places to be on Sunday mornings or    

during traditional worship times.  The statistics 

show it is extremely unlikely to happen here.  But 

according to a training I attended last year, the only 

thing a place of worship can do to really prevent 

these tragedies is to increase the love and compas-

sion that we demonstrate to our communities.  To 

be a place known for teaching love and kindness.  

But it also helps to share that love with local law 

Last Sunday I attended an event at Temple B’nai  

Israel, the Jewish Synagogue where 3 Rabbis from 

Oklahoma City came together to give a moving 

prayer vigil honoring the victims of the tragic 

shooting that occurred in the Synagogue in Squirrel 

Hill, Pennsylvania.  I sat behind Howard Stein, a 

friend, husband to Nance Cunningham, and     

someone who has attended various events at   

Western Oaks.  He shared he had grown up just 

down the road from the Squirrel Hill Synagogue and 

questioned, “are we safe?”   

I sat in prayer as I listened to Rabbi Jacobson give a 

moving homily on justice and how many of us want 

to seek retributive justice, but that is not the justice 

of God.  Instead, she said, “There are three pillars 

upon which the world rests, justice, truth, and 

peace.”  If you knock one of these out the whole 

world becomes unbalanced.  Justice is fairness and 

equitable treatment of all people.  Truth, as she put 

it, “God is truth” and that truth is in the form of love 

and kindness, there is no room for hate.  It is only 

Church Directory 
 

 

Pictures will be taken 

February 7, 8, 9   

2019  

Photographed families will receive a    
complimentary Community Book (5.5” x 8”) 

which includes family and staff photos 
with church roster. 

 

Plus a mobile directory! 



CWF  LAP QUILT GIVEAWAY 
CWF will give away this beautiful lap 
quilt (approx. 50 x 54) on November 18th 
at our Thanksgiving Dinner.  It will make 
a beautiful fall gift for someone or for 
you!  Tickets are $1.00 each or 6 for $5.00.  Thanks to 
Barbara Gardner for putting this lovely quilt together.  

Need to schedule a time to come by and see Rev. 
U’Ren at the office?  

Set up an appointment on our calendar page: 
www.woccdoc.org  
 

Or directly: https://calendly.com/revuren  

Tricia Spencer 11/16 

Elaine Baty 11/17 

Dave Brown 11/17 

Ted Nickel 11/22 

Brody White 11/23 

Darrell Bradley 11/28 

Debby Newell 11/28 

Robert Wilkerson 11/28 

Jordan Boyd 11/11 

Melanie Ellis 11/11 

Steve Teter 11/13 

Vernon Cook 11/16 

Larry McDown 11/16 

CARING & SHARING  

Caring and Sharing ‘eat out’ time changed to 4:30pm. 

 November 14   Wed     4:30 pm   Applebee’s, 6020 SW 3rd 

 November 18   Sun            4:00  pm   Meeting at WOCC  

 November 28   Wed    4:30 pm   Swadley’s, 4000 N Rockwell 

All are invited to our events.  

New Members & New Staff 

Jake Wagner 

A big welcome goes out to one of our 
newest WOCC members, Jake Wagner . 

He was born in Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 
and spent his early childhood in Texas 
before moving back to Oklahoma City and 
graduating from Northwest Christian.  

Jake served with OKC Job Corps and now works for his 
grandfather. His favorite hobbies are viewing classic 
cars and playing video games. Jake loves everything 
about WOCC. 

Address: 5704 NW 23rd St, Apt 213 W, OKC, OK 73127 

Phone: 405-441-1122 

Email: jakwag@gmail.com 

Jewel Welch 

 I encourage you to welcome Jewel Welch, 
one of our new members to Western 
Oaks Christian Church.  Jewel is the moth-
er of two daughters, Sabra & Barbara, 
both of whom live in the Oklahoma City 
area. Jewel transfers her church member-
ship from First Christian Church Chicka-

sha. Her favorite church activities include the music min-
istry as well as CWF. Her hobbies include gardening and 
playing piano.   

Birthday – January 11, 1941 

Address – 7717 N.W. 84th, Oklahoma City, 73132 

Telephone – 722-3482          

Email: e2teachu@gmail 

NEW WOCC STAFF                Rachael Hopkins 
Please welcome Rachael Hopkins as our new Western Oaks Christian Church Youth Director. 

Rachael started life in a flurry of activity on I-40 in a jeep on the way to a hospital in Tulsa, OK.  
This flurry of activity followed her throughout her youth. Growing up in Fairview, OK she was 
active in band (trumpet), softball, Student Council, Gifted/Talented programs, and Future Farm-
ers of America (FFA).  Her passion in FFA was in the livestock area of raising and grooming pigs. 

Upon gradation from Fairview High School, she was selecting a university for study from —
Dartmouth, Harvard, and Brown. The private Ivy League atmosphere of Brown University  in 
Providence, Rhode Island was her choice, and obviously addressed her prior diverse experienc-
es. The move from Fairview, Oklahoma to Providence, Rhode Island was a big leap. The next big leap was from Brown 
University to six months of study in Edinburg, Scotland before graduating from Brown University in May 2018. 

Having grown up with a father who is a minister and a family who has always been involved in youth activities, Rachael 
has been active in Youth Summer Camps and church related youth activities.  She loves to read, write, and even enjoys 
fishing. Welcome to Western Oaks Christian Church.  

Birthday:  February 1, 1996    Telephone:  (580) 744-0061 

Address:  513 Ave.  Fairview, Oklahoma 73737  Email:  rachael@woccdoc.org  



November Upcoming Events  

8  Christmas Drama Rehearsal   7:00pm 

11  Children’s Play Practice  12:30 - 
2:00pm 

13  CWF  Meeting & Lunch  10:00am 

14  Bridge for Fun        
1:00pm 

  Caring & Sharing Meal    4:30pm 

15  Disciple Women     6:30pm 

18  Children’s Play Practice  12:30 - 
2:00pm 

  Christmas Drama Rehearsal   2:00pm 

  Caring and Sharing       4:00pm 

25  Decorate for Advent  12:30pm 

28  Caring & Sharing Meal    4:30pm 

29  Christmas Drama Rehearsal   7:00pm 

“Loving God, Serving our Neighbor” 

8100 NW 23rd Street 

Oklahoma City OK 73127 

«Name» 

«Address» 

«City» 

Church Staff 
 

Senior Minister: Rev. Daniel U’Ren                

Daniel@woccdoc.org 

Associate Minister: Rev. Julia Jordan Gillett    

Julia@woccdoc.org 

Admin Assistant: Cindy Cannon                      of-

fice@woccdoc.org 

Music Director: Dr. Ronald Manning    

ronald_manning@att.net 

Youth Director: Rachael Hopkins 

Pianist: Rosa McCroskey  

Praise Band Leader: Ben Frantz  

Praise Band Members: Brett Hawk, Cheyenne Purs-
ley, and          

 Natalie Griffin  

Sound Technician: David Gillett & Alex Wilkinson 

Custodian: Lawrence Johnson  

Nursery Attendants: Shaylee White and Janet Har-

  ATTENDANCE     GIVING  

11/04 9 AM 29 11 AM 75 General $5,259.83 Blessing  $50.00 

10/28 9 AM 30 11 AM 84 General $7,956 Blessing  $50.00 

10/7 
9 AM 32 11 AM 84 General $5,034.00 

Blessing  

Fund 
$75.00 

Judy Walker 
2802 Timberway Pl 
Brandon, FL  33511 
405-831-4526 


