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On Sunday November 5th we celebrated All Saints Sunday. This is a time that is more
than remembering the saints that churches have deemed worthy of the title of saint
through the miraculous works performed in life. It is a day when we celebrate the
memory of loved ones who have claimed their promise of baptism, those who have
discovered God’s eternal embrace. Those who have influenced our lives and shaped
us into the people we are today. There are many who struggle with grief and the pain
that can be felt through death long past just a year, may we keep those who continue
to struggle with the death of a loved one in our prayers. May we also keep in our
prayers those who have lost loved ones this year as we remember those who have left
this earthly life this year.
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Thank You
It is with the deepest gratitude that I write my article this week. The month of October is called the month
of the ministry and this past month the congregation has demonstrated the affection that is held for my family and I. The words Pat spoke during worship are so very true, Pastor appreciation has less to do with the
minister and instead speaks volumes about who the congregation is. That is so very true in every regard, our
success and our short comings center around all of us. I am so very thankful to have so many wonderful people here at Western Oaks Christian Church who make the various ministries not only a real possibility, but a
successful realization. Nothing is possible without all of you coming together to do the ministry of the gospel. I am so very thankful for all of you who surround me and my family with love and support, for those who
lift us up in prayer, and those who graciously offer words of encouragement. I am reminded that we are a
denomination that believes in the priesthood of all believers, and that means you, yes you, are also a minister. You are called to faithfully love God and serve your neighbors with love and compassion to glorify God.
Thank you for being someone who remembers your own call to treat others as you would want to be treated
and the work you do to continue to make Western Oaks Christian Church the most wonderful place to be to
worship God.

With great appreciation,
Daniel

CHILDREN’S CHRISTMAS PLAY : A Gift for Christmas

We are excited, it’s time to begin practicing for the Children’s Christmas Play! The play is
for pre-K to 6th graders. We may invite some of our youth to help narrate the play. Please
contact Julia Jordan Gillett at 821-0108, if you would like to help.
We are excited to have the help of several musical people to help us learn our music: Rebecca Thompson who sings in our choir and is going to school at SNU to be a vocal performance major and Ron Manning.

Schedule
Music Practice: 10 a.m. to 10:15
Play Practice: 12:30 to 1:30p.m.
Sunday, November 5th no practice
Every Sunday, November 12th Thru December 3rd
Saturday, December 9th will be our dress rehearsal where Rosa McCroskey
will play for us! TBA
Sunday, December 10th we will meet in the Sunday school classrooms to put
on our costumes at 10:00a.m. and have any final instructions.

If you could provide some healthy snacks for one of our practices we would be eternally
grateful!!! Let Julia Jordan Gillett know if you are able to participate or if you would like to
help with our rehearsals.

For some the holidays are filled with grief and painful memories which can make it difficult to
feel merry or thankful. No matter how long your loved one has passed away, grief can make
holidays a difficult time. But there is hope. New Covenant Christian Church (Disciples of
Christ) is offering a one evening event will take a look into our holiday traditions and offer suggestions on how to handle parties and invitations, and where to find comfort and hope in this
meaningful, but perhaps bittersweet, season.
Contact Debbie Keith at New Covenant Christian Church 405-722-7445, ext. 305 for more
information.
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CHRISTMAS POINSETTIA donations
Deadline –Monday, December 4, 2017
It is almost time to begin preparing our church for the beautiful Christmas season. Traditionally, church members have
participated in this preparation through the purchase of a poinsettia in honor or in memory of a family member or friend. You are
invited to do this by completing the form below.
Please put your order in Rae’s mailbox in the workroom or in the offering plate by
Monday, December 4th .
Please make your check of $15 per poinsettia payable to Western Oaks Christian Church, Poinsettia Fund.
Your Name: ________________________________________
Yes, I would like to purchase _______poinsettia(s)
@ $15.00 for a total of $__________.
Please check one: ( ) Payment by check. ( ) Payment with cash today.
In honor of ________________________________________________
In memory of ______________________________________________

Disciples Women:
Will meet Thursday, November 9th @ 6:30 p.m.

Wednesday – Nov 8th
5:00 p.m. Caring & Sharing eat out @ Olde Orchard Restaurant
7339 NW 23rd, Bethany, OK
Thanks, Margo Thein 947-1873 Cell-630-0770

If you have questions – please call or text

The Administrative Committee discovered a couple places where the by-Laws were silent regarding filling unexpired terms of committee chairs and have
proposed an amendment to the by-laws which will be presented at the Board meeting which has been moved to
November 12th. The congregational meeting will be scheduled in December, date to be determined.”

Journey to Generosity, part 2:
The practice of stewardship involves both a material and symbolic dimension. The material dimension is
often the more obvious. We make a material difference to the church when we put our time, talent, money,
and other resources in the service of love of God and love of neighbor through the church. We make a material contribution to the world when we use our time, talent, money, and other resources for the common
good.
When we commit time, talent, money, and other resources to church or world, we also symbolize something
that goes beyond the actual immediate action. We represent the commitment of our whole lives to the values and practices of God. We say, through our stewardship, “We are in covenant with God to work towards a
world in which God’s gracious love shapes our perception of all things, and in which God’s gracious love creates gracious and loving relationships among all people and desires such relationships among all living things
and all other elements of nature.”
This symbolic dimension is especially in play when we place money or a check in the offering plate at a service of worship (or when we mail a check, or make an electronic transfer of funds, or charge a credit card, or
use the ATM machine in the church lobby). The act of making an offering is a way of renewing commitment
to God and to God’s ways of love and justice. Each week we say, “Count me in the movement from this fractured and fractious world to a world of love, justice, peace, freedom, dignity, security, and abundance for
all.”
Moreover, the practice of stewardship can be a means of grace. One reason the synagogue and church worship every seven days is that we so easily forget the presence and love of God, and can so easily drift into attitudes, values, and behaviors that work against God’s purposes of love for all. Worship reminds us of the
promises of God to us and of our response to God. When we engage in particular acts of stewardship during
the week—for example, attend a meeting at church, participate in a service project, work at a shelter for the
homeless, meet with a legislator concerning health resources in the community, or demonstrate against capital punishment—the act itself can remind us of the brokenness of the world, God’s healing love, and our
commitment to be part of the movement towards a loving and just world.
Stewardship involves how we relate to the whole of life with our time, talent, money and other resources,
households, congregations, wider communities, social values and practices, movements animals, the natural
world, and the cosmos itself. We can be stewards as individuals, in small groups, in larger communities. Individuals, congregations, and other groups can make the decision to love.
A good question to ask of ourselves as a congregation is, “To what degree are we as a community practicing
faith and giving in optimum ways?” At what points are the congregation strong? To what points does the
congregation need to give attention?
We can practice stewardship in partnership with other groups, including groups that may not name themselves as Christian but whose values and behaviors are consistent with Christian values and practices. In fact,
entering into partnership with other individuals or groups may sometimes be better stewardship than the
church trying to manifest particular aspects of stewardship.
Let us consider our stewardship together as we gather for the all-church Thanksgiving Dinner on November
19th. Your prior reservation is important! Please call the WOCC office, 789-8812 or
email office@woccdoc.org to RSVP your reservation to the dinner.
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Pecan Pie Cookies
Ingredients
COOKIE
1 cup firmly packed brown sugar
3/4 cup Land O Lakes® Butter softened
1 large Land O Lakes® Egg
1 teaspoon vanilla
2 cups all-purpose flour
1 teaspoon baking powder
FILLING
1 cup chopped pecans
1/2 cup firmly packed brown sugar
1/4 cup Land O Lakes® Heavy Whipping Cream
1 teaspoon vanilla

How to make

STEP 1
Heat oven to 350°F.
STEP 2
Combine all cookie ingredients except flour and
baking powder in bowl. Beat at medium speed
until creamy. Add flour and baking powder; beat
at low speed until well mixed.
STEP 3
Shape dough into 1 1/4-inch balls. Place 2 inches apart onto ungreased cookie sheets. Make
indentation in each cookie with thumb; rotate thumb to hollow out slightly
STEP 4
Combine all filling ingredients in bowl; fill each cookie with 1 rounded teaspoon filling. Bake 8-12
minutes or until lightly browned. Cool 1 minute on cookie sheets; remove to cooling rack.

Next Tuesday, 14th, is our CWF business meeting and luncheon 10am - Noon

WHIZ KIDS BIG NEWS AND UPDATE
A huge Woohoo, Yippee, and Praise the Lord!! The Whiz Kids program here at Western Oaks Christian
Church is continuing thanks to many people who have searched and searched for tutors and other volunteers. AND our biggest gift from God – our new Whiz Kids Partner Church, Lutheran Church of our Savior, our
neighbor just east of us on NW 23rd! God does answer prayers and have we been blessed. We have several
new tutors from there; but more importantly to me, at least, is that Mark and Zanna Walpus from this
church have volunteered to take on the role of Site Co-Coordinators to help with set-up, clean-up, purchasing
supplies, decorating for special events and so much more. Not only that we have several others who are going to help with planning events of interest to the kids and for holidays. I cannot tell you what a GREAT team
they all are and I am truly grateful to Mark and Zanna and all the others that have stepped up – you know
who you are!!
Our sessions re-started on October 3rd, but we had two Mondays off due to school being out. So, on October
30th, we had our big, bang-up, blow-out Halloween Party and it was a blast! We began with a great snack
(ghostly pigs in a blanket and other tasty items) prepared by our Kitchen Crew, Jenna leading the way. Then,
the kids learned about the origin of “Halloween” and “Mummies” expertly presented by Rev. Daniel. Next,
we used toilet paper to have the kids either wrap their tutor or have themselves wrapped into Mummies!
They did “rock, paper, scissors” to determine who was going to get “mummified”. It was hysterical! I even
got in on that action. Then next, they made and decorated their own Halloween Masks with templates and
paper plates. And finally, they went on a reading scavenger hunt around the church – first reading their
clues, searching for the item, drawing some of them, and when they succeeded – BOOM – candy and other
goodies appeared!
This mission is very dear to my heart and to many at WOCC! I truly appreciate EVERYONE who has stepped
up to help continue with this wonderful community program for the children in our neighborhood. We are
ALWAYS short of tutors – so please think about volunteering to become a tutor – you will be blessed every
Monday for at least 2 hours! How easy is that to give back to God? The pictures tell it all – smiles, laughter
and bonding with us and our Lord!
Cathy Routon
WOCC Whiz Kids Site Coordinator
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Church Staff
Senior Minister: Rev. Daniel U’Ren
Daniel@woccdoc.org
Associate Minister: Rev. Julia Jordan Gillett
Julia@woccdoc.org
Interim Youth Director: Hope Lairson
Administrative Assistant: Rae Euwins
Office@woccdoc.org
Music Director: Dr. Ronald Manning
ronald_manning@att.net
Pianist: Rosa McCroskey

Volunteer Organist: Verona Burke
Praise Band Leader: Todd Newell

Upcoming Events
Wednesday, November 8th
5:00 p.m. Caring & Sharing @ Olde Orchard Restaurant
Thursday, November 9th
6:30 p.m. Disciples Women meets
Sunday, November 12th
12:15 p.m. Board Meeting
12:30 p.m. A Gift for Christmas Play Rehearsal
6:30 p.m. “Martie’s Diner” Play Rehearsal
Sunday, November 19th
Thanksgiving Dinner/Consecration Sunday
6:30 p.m. “Martie’s Diner” Play Rehearsal
Sunday, December 3rd
6:30 p.m. “Martie’s Diner” Play Rehearsal

Praise Band Members:
Brett Hawk , Hope Lairson, Jeff Newell,
and Rosanne Rowe
Sound Technician: Matthew Gillett & Alex Wilkinson
Custodian: Lawrence Johnson
Nursery Attendants: Shaylee White and Janet Harper

8100 NW 23rd Street
Oklahoma City OK 73127
405.789.8812
“Loving God, Serving our Neighbor”

