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For some the holidays are filled with grief and painful memories which can make it difficult to feel merry or thankful. No matter how long your loved one has passed away, grief can make holidays a difficult time. But there is hope. New Covenant Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) is offering a one evening event will take a look into our holiday traditions and offer suggestions on how to handle parties and
invitations, and where to find comfort and hope in this meaningful, but perhaps bittersweet, season.
Contact Debbie Keith at New Covenant Christian Church 405-722-7445, ext. 305 for more information.

“The Pastoral Relations Committee is hosting a special Coffee Fellowship in
honor of our pastors on Sunday, October 29. October is Pastor Appreciation
Month, and we encourage you to bring cards, good wishes, and other expressions of appreciation for all that our pastors do. In addition to those expressions, simply being present in church on Pastor Appreciation Sunday and participating in worship service would be a very good way of showing support. We’ll have coffee and other refreshments following both the
9 and 11 o'clock services.”
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Where Is My Hope?
Where Is My Hope?
Listen to the scriptures and you will know hope. The disciples often saw
the glass as half empty, whereas Jesus showed them a cup that overflowed. Consider the fish and the loaves, the disciples said there was not
enough to feed a multitude, but Jesus transformed their small amount
into an abundance. The widow’s mite seemed miniscule compared to
the wealth of others, yet Jesus said she gave the most. The poor, the
hungry, and others who are often forgotten and seen as the least, are
the ones Jesus reminds will inherit the Kingdom.
Sometimes we find ourselves focused on what seems too small, or what
seems too little, and it is easy for us to say we don’t have enough. However, our God is a God of hope,
and we find hope through the abundance that God can make from even the smallest of things. Remember the mustard seed, how small the seed seems but will grow into a huge plant offering shelter to animals and producing beneficial herbs. Never underestimate what God can do with a little. It is my prayer
that you will be filled with the hope of God that together we, with God’s help, will do amazing and wonderful things. For my hope is in the Lord God Almighty.
Shalom,

Daniel

.
WEDNESDAYS AT WESTERN OAKS WAS A SUCCESS! Thanks to all who prepared meals, led
Bible Studies, gave us craft ideas!! Thanks to all who joined in the fun. Hope and Julia!
.

You are cordially invited to a baby shower on Saturday, November 4, from 3:30 – 5:00 p.m. in the
church parlor honoring Caitlin Bradley, wife of Tyler Bradley. Caitlin and Tyler are expecting a baby
boy who will be named Camden Dwaine Bradley. Please join us in showering this young family with
love and affection. Ty is currently stationed in Phoenix, Arizona. Thanks, Pat!

CHILDREN’S CHRISTMAS PLAY : A Gift for Christmas

We are excited, it’s time to begin practicing for the Children’s Christmas Play. Our first
practice will be Sunday, October 29th from 12:30 to 1:30p.m. The play is for pre-K to 5th
graders. We may invite some of our youth to help narrate the play. Please contact Julia
Jordan Gillett at 821-0108, if you would like to help.
We are excited to have the help of several musical people to help us learn our music: Rebecca Thompson who sings in our choir and is going to school at SNU to be a vocal performance major and
Angela Farris who does a wonderful job guiding children’s music.
Schedule for music and play practice times:
We will sing each Sunday morning from 10a.m. to 10:15 a.m. as Rebecca helps us learn our songs.
Then from 12:30p.m. to 1:30p.m. we will practice the play. This year we will have a couple of surprises
and are excited for Sunday, December 10th to arrive.
Sunday, October 29th – play practice only 12:30-1:30.m.
Sunday, November 5th no practice
Sunday, November 12th – music practice 10a.m. to 10:15a.m.
Play practice 12:30 to 1:30p.m.

Sunday, November 19th – music practice 10a.m. to 10:15a.m.
Play practice 12:30 to 1:30p.m.
Sunday, November 26th – music practice 10a.m. to 10:15a.m.
Play practice 12:30 to 1:30p.m.
Sunday, December 3rd – music practice 10a.m. to 10:15a.m.
Play practice 12:30 to 1:30p.m.
Saturday, December 9th will be our dress rehearsal where Rosa McCroskey will play for us! Time to be announced.

Sunday, December 10th we will meet in the Sunday school classrooms to put on our costumes at
10:00a.m. and have any final instructions before we present: A Gift for Christmas to the congregation
during the 11a.m. service.

If you could provide some healthy snacks for one of our practices we would be eternally
grateful!!! Let Julia Jordan Gillett know if you are able to participate or if you would like to
help with our rehearsals.

If you would like to participate in Trunk or Treat and are unable to set up a car trunk then
or other Halloween trinkets to the church office.
Chain Reaction needs adult bicycles. Children’s bikes maybe donated at Don Hickey Motors.
1500 Block N. MacArthur, Questions call Tom Rusell

We are just having one event in November as the Church is having our annual
Thanksgiving dinner on our usual meeting day and our second ‘eat out’ is the day
before Thanksgiving.
Weds – Nov 8th
5:00 p.m. Caring & Sharing eat out @ Olde Orchard Restaurant
7339 NW 23rd, Bethany, OK

Thanks, Margo Thein 947-1873 Cell-630-0770
If you have questions – please call or text

The Administrative Committee discovered a couple places where the by-Laws
were silent regarding filling unexpired terms of committee chairs and have
proposed an amendment to the by-laws which will be presented at the Board
meeting which has been moved to November 12th. Congregational meeting will
now be held on November 19th.

Sunday, Oct. 29th at 10 am
Discussing plans for Youth Group Meetings
Youth Parents and Sponsors encouraged to attend!

Small Groups
"In response to suggestions at our recent congregational long term planning session, WOCC
Membership Committee is considering starting "Small Groups". Small Groups can be a good way
of fostering effective communication within our congregation. They also can help us grow deeper in our
faiths and friendships together. Some things we may be considering are:
What is God's desire for our small-group ministry?
What does a successful small-group ministry at our church look like in 1 year, 5 years, and 10 years?
What will work in our cultural context? (Rotating hosts for a meal in their home or at the church; a game
night or other party type fellowship vs. meal or bible study centered fellowship; curriculum vs. free form discussions)
What won't work in our cultural context? (Restaurants or other public venues may have too much background noise or be too costly)

Does our church need or want a small-group ministry that grows quickly with less structure or one that
grows steadily with more structure?
Is our church more open to a group ministry with well-defined outcomes or one with more freedom but less
predictability?
If you are interested in joining a 'Small Group' please let Membership Committee know of your interest by
emailing me at A.Teter@hotmail.com or leave Pat Brown, WOCC Membership Committee Chairperson, a
note in her church mailbox in the work room. Keep an eye out for a sign up sheet in the South & West entry
areas of the church when we move forward with this exciting new endeavor for our church family.
Thanks,
Andrea Teter

FALL WORK WEEKEND 2017
The Fall work weekend held on Friday and Saturday, October 20 -21, was a huge success
thanks to 25 people who participated. Projects accomplished included the demolition and removal of the metal shed, cleaning of all the fabric chairs in Schwind Hall, radical trimming of the
holly bushes on the west side of the building, painting of baptistry cover, cleaning of the Morgan
building, interior wood care, cleaning and organizing of the small kitchen, various electrical work
outside and inside the building, and tree limb removal. Thanks to Jane Maytubby and Tom Jewell for providing breakfast on Saturday. Special thanks to all those who worked: Jerry Cobb,
Mary Garrison, Matthew Jewell, Joseph Mars, Joshua Mars, Lynda Gervais, Jack Graham, Jimmy
Ille, Jenna Droke, George Lunsford, Charles Mohr, Marlene Word, Jane Maytubby, Taylor Simmons, Daniel, Aiden & Liam U’Ren, Bob Smith, Robert Wilkerson, Nance Cunningham, Justin
Gamble, Tom Russell, Rich & Alex Wilkinson, and Tom Jewell.

11/2
11/2
11/3
11/3
11/4
11/6
11/7
11/7
11/8
11/9

Fern Melton
Judy Waler
Irene Fowler
Alana Millman
Virginia Johnson
Mike Starr
Roy Avants
Lacey Hampton
Skylar Frank
Gwen Peard

11/10
11/11
11/11
11/13
11/16
11/16
11/16
11/17
11/17
11/18

Vickie Sue Moore
Jordan Boyd
Melanie Ellis
Steve Teter
Vernon cook
Larry McDown
Tricia Spencer
Elaine Baty
Dave Brown
Millie Cress

11/21
11/22
11/22
11/25
11/28
11/28
11/28

Judi Steele
Ted Nickel
Payton Scanetti
Debi Powell Maxwell
Darrel Bradley
Debbi Newell
Robert Wilkerson

Journey to Generosity, part 2:
The practice of stewardship involves both a material and symbolic dimension. The material
dimension is often the more obvious. We make a material difference to the church when we
put our time, talent, money, and other resources in the service of love of God and love of
neighbor through the church. We make a material contribution to the world when we use our
time, talent, money, and other resources for the common good.
When we commit time, talent, money, and other resources to church or world, we also symbolize something that goes beyond the actual immediate action. We represent the commitment of our whole lives to the values and practices of God. We say, through our stewardship,
“We are in covenant with God to work towards a world in which God’s gracious love shapes
our perception of all things, and in which God’s gracious love creates gracious and loving relationships among all people and desires such relationships among all living things and all
other elements of nature.”
This symbolic dimension is especially in play when we place money or a check in the offering
plate at a service of worship (or when we mail a check, or make an electronic transfer of
funds, or charge a credit card, or use the ATM machine in the church lobby). The act of making
an offering is a way of renewing commitment to God and to God’s ways of love and justice.
Each week we say, “Count me in the movement from this fractured and fractious world to a
world of love, justice, peace, freedom, dignity, security, and abundance for all.”
Moreover, the practice of stewardship can be a means of grace. One reason the synagogue
and church worship every seven days is that we so easily forget the presence and love of
God, and can so easily drift into attitudes, values, and behaviors that work against God’s purposes of love for all. Worship reminds us of the promises of God to us and of our response to
God. When we engage in particular acts of stewardship during the week—for example, attend a meeting at church, participate in a service project, work at a shelter for the homeless,
meet with a legislator concerning health resources in the community, or demonstrate against
capital punishment—the act itself can remind us of the brokenness of the world, God’s healing
love, and our commitment to be part of the movement towards a loving and just world.
Stewardship involves how we relate to the whole of life with our time, talent, money and other resources, households, congregations, wider communities, social values and practices,
movements animals, the natural world, and the cosmos itself. We can be stewards as individuals, in small groups, in larger communities. Individuals, congregations, and other groups can
make the decision to love.
A good question to ask of ourselves as a congregation is, “To what degree are we as a community practicing faith and giving in optimum ways?” At what points are the congregation
strong? To what points does the congregation need to give attention?
We can practice stewardship in partnership with other groups, including groups that may not
name themselves as Christian but whose values and behaviors are consistent with Christian
values and practices. In fact, entering into partnership with other individuals or groups may
sometimes be better stewardship than the church trying to manifest particular aspects of
stewardship.
Let us consider our stewardship together as we gather for the all-church Thanksgiving Dinner
on November 19th. Your prior reservation is important! Please call the WOCC office, 789-8812 or
email office@woccdoc.org to RSVP your reservation to the dinner.

Church Staff
Senior Minister: Rev. Daniel U’Ren
Daniel@woccdoc.org
Associate Minister: Rev. Julia Jordan Gillett
Julia@woccdoc.org
Interim Youth Director: Hope Lairson
Administrative Assistant: Rae Euwins
Office@woccdoc.org
Music Director: Dr. Ronald Manning
ronald_manning@att.net
Pianist: Rosa McCroskey

Volunteer Organist: Verona Burke
Praise Band Leader: Todd Newell
Praise Band Members:
Brett Hawk , Hope Lairson, Jeff Newell,
and Rosanne Rowe

Upcoming Events
Wednesday, October 25th
6:00 p.m. Play Rehearsal (Advent)
5 :00 p.m. Caring & Sharing Eat Out @ DING Asian Fusion
Saturday, October 28th
3:00 p.m. Trunk or Treat
Sunday, October 29th
Coffee Fellowship to Honor our Pastors/ Pastor Appreciation
Month after Both Services

Wednesday, November 8th
5:00 p.m. Caring & Sharing @ Olde Orchard Restaurant
Sunday, November 12th
12:15 p.m. Board Meeting
Sunday, November 19th
12:00 p.m. Congregational Meeting

Sound Technician: Matthew Gillett & Alex Wilkinson
Custodian: Lawrence Johnson
Nursery Attendants: Shaylee White and Janet Harper

8100 NW 23rd Street
Oklahoma City OK 73127
405.789.8812
“Loving God, Serving our Neighbor”

