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Whiz Kids

Gay Teter and Charlene Newkirk
welcome Margaret Blackerby back
to WOCC!

Whiz Kids are in DESPERATE
need of more volunteers! Please
call Cathy for more information!
405-641-4567

Free Medication Disposal
Buy-for—Less 3501 NW Expressway
& Cash Saver 10011 SE 15th St
Drive Up and Drop Off...
Saturday, October 28th 10-2
(No liquids, inhalers or syringes)

Date

GIVING

10/1

General

$5709.75

Blessing Fund

$50.00

General

$6097.75

Blessing Fund

$25.00

10/8

Date

ATTENDANCE

10/1

9 AM

38

11 AM

90

9 AM

28

11 AM

82

10/8

Wednesdays at Western Oaks 10/11 @ 6 pm...Will be ...
Bible Study by T.J. Johnson and Planting Indoor Herbs with Jane Maytubby!

Western Oaks Core Values
Here at Western Oaks Christian Church we have a set of core values that the church decided on some time ago that help to give
us direction. Looking back at an old Leadership Manual I found these:

Love of God: our primary function is to be a community of spiritual formation that proclaims God’s love
for the world.
Love of Neighbor: the gospel of Jesus Christ calls us to share God’s love with all of humankind regardless
of class, gender, origin, or religious preference.
Relevant, Community Ministries: we will develop ministries that reach out to meet the physical and spiritual needs of people who live in our neighborhood.
Inclusive Worship: recognizing that people worship and connect with God in a variety of ways, we will
provide alternative ways of worshiping and experiencing God that are consistent with our tradition
and theology.
Serving the Poor: we have a responsibility to reach out with compassion globally and locally to serve
the poor
Fellowship Meals: we will gather regularly as a congregational family to share common meals.
Land/Building Utilization: As stewards and not owners of our property, we will use and share our property for God’s purpose and God’s kingdom.
In my sermon on Sunday I referenced how sometimes our brain behaves in funny ways, especially when
our emotions take over. It is easy to see when people get upset about something that their Medulla Oblongata,
or primitive brain takes over causing them to react, sometimes without considering long term implications. This
part is what triggers the fight or flight syndrome some might experience. When this happens, the prefrontal cortex of our brain that handles logic can sometimes seemingly shut off. When things like these happen it is important to calm down and remind ourselves of our core values and allow those to give guidance to our lives.
May the Peace of God be with you,
-Daniel

Pastoral Relations Committee, also known as the PRC, is a committee that exists to help the Senior
Minister stay in touch with the congregation and to help foster the continued relationships between congregation and clergy. While the PRC is not a complaint department, it is a group that was formed originally
as the search committee and continues to be a place for the Senior Minister to share events of a personal
nature as well as to discuss issues within the church. This group also helps to reflect on the congregation
as a whole. If anyone has issues they would like to share with the PRC, the members of the committee
currently consist of Charles Mohr, Charlie Conner, Pat Brown, and Hope Lairson and there is currently one
vacancy on the committee.

Sunday, Oct. 29th at 10 am
Discussing plans for Youth Group Meetings
Youth Parents and Sponsors encouraged to attend!

Youth are preparing cards and packages for
home bound individuals. If you would like
to send something along, contact Hope.

Many thanks to the volunteers for Refuge Fellowship Church September 16 to cook,
serve and cleanup: Those cooking Sandra Spillman and Linda Patzack. Attending
Church service and helping to set up, Matt and Mark Gillett, Wendy Wilkinson, Tony
Majetic, Gay and Andrea Teter as well as Willy and Denise, & Neighbors Nightout
attendees! Julia Gillett gave the devotional for communion. Tony and Sandra Spillman returned to the church to cleanup roasters. Opportunity is coming up October
23 to prepare meal and go downtown to serve and attend church service with
Refuge Fellowship Church again. Please contact Charlene Majetic.

If you would like to participate in Trunk or Treat and are unable to set up a car trunk then please bring
candy or other Halloween trinkets to the church office.

Ingredients

Heart Healthy Tailgate Chili

1 lb. 95%
lean ground beef (or ground white meat chicken or turkey for a
healthier option)
1 medium onion (chopped)
1 medium green bell pepper (chopped)
1 medium jalapeño (optional, only if you like spicy chili), chopped
4 clove minced, fresh garlicOR
2 tsp. jarred, minced garlic
1 Tbsp. chili powder
1 Tbsp. ground cumin
1/2 tsp. ground coriander
15.5 oz. canned, no-salt-added or low-sodiuminto or kidney beans, rinsed, drained
14.5 oz. canned, no-salt-added, or, low-sodium, diced tomatoes (undrained)
1Spray large saucepan with cooking spray. Cook beef and onion over medium-high heat for 5-7 minutes,
stirring constantly to break up beef. Transfer to colander and rinse with water to drain excess fat. Return
beef to pan.
2Stir in bell pepper, garlic, chili powder, and cumin, and cook for 5 minutes, stirring
occasionally.
3Add remaining ingredients and bring to a boil. Reduce to simmer, cover and cook for 20
minutes.
4Optional – serve topped with low-fat grated cheese, a dollop of fat-free sour cream, sliced
avocado, snipped cilantro or chopped green onions.

TAKE CHARGE!!! SAVE A LIFE!!!!

Give a loved one a life saving gift. Encourage them to call
about a FREE clinical breast exam, mammogram and
papsmear.
Call the “TAKE CHARGE!” program to see if you qualify
1.888.669.5934

Movie Night at Western Oaks
Movie: “The Shack”
Popcorn and Beverages will be provided
-Judy Walker
Fellowship Committee

10/21 at 7:00 p.m

Family Fun Day
Frontier City
Oct. 15
Admission- $5, Fright Fest- $4, Meal Plan-$11
Children dress up and trick-or-treat in park.
Reserve your tickets with Julia by Oct. 12th.
Tickets will be available for pickup Oct. 15 th during
both services.
CHILDREN’S CHRISTMAS PLAY
We are excited, it’s time to begin practicing for the Children’s Christmas
Play. Our first practice will be Sunday, October 29th from 12:30 to 1:30p.m.
The play is for pre-K to 5th graders. We may invite some of our youth to
help narrate the play. Please contact Julia Jordan Gillett at 821-0108, if you
would like to help.

Memorial Paraments
The paraments gracing the Sanctuary Communion Table over the next twelve months are
on loan from the liturgical art collection of the late Carol A. Jewell.
Upon her death in 2007, family and friends commissioned liturgical artist, Mona Stevenson
of New Franklin, Missouri to create paraments for the sanctuary of Central Christian Church,
Lima, Ohio in memory of Carol. These paraments were featured at Central for these past
several years and are now being made available to congregations across the country over
these next several years.
During 2017 - 2018, Western Oaks Christian Church Worship Committee is pleased to receive this loan. Each liturgical season will feature one of the parament sets. For Ordinary
Time the traditional Pentecost color of green can be seen in the leaves, communion table
cloth and arbor background. The wheat, both on the table and in the background field, and
grapes represent the harvest and the Last Supper. Communion is also symbolized by the
chalice and loaf. Since World Communion Sunday is the first Sunday in October, we begin
with this set of paraments displayed on the Sanctuary Communion Table.
While a life-long member of Central Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) in Lima, Ohio, Carol spent her last few months residing with Tom and Kay here in Oklahoma City and was in
regular attendance at the 11:00 worship at WOCC. We are pleased to continue her witness
by displaying these memorial paraments over the next several months.

Dinner with the Pastor
If you would like to have dinner with Daniel please contact the office to set up a time. I will be
available on Tuesday evenings for a short meal and conversation on nights not conflicting with
meetings, and some Wednesday evenings will be available. I always enjoy sitting down and having the
opportunity to get to know each of you better.
The Journey to Generosity
We are entering on that time in the Western Oaks church year to consider our annual commitment to stewardship for
the coming year. Our approach to stewardship is that of a journey to generosity. When we follow the way of Jesus, we
follow a path that leads to a generous way of life that derives from the generosity of God. While some people pop into
Christian faith as fully-mature stewards, most of us follow a journey in which our generosity grows as we become ever
more aware of the generosity of God and of how to respond adequately.
The way of Jesus begins with the recognition of God’s love for all, and includes responding to that love with love for
others. Clark M. Williamson summarizes the idea in this way: “The good news is that God is the God of a singular
promise and a singular commandment: The promise is that God’s love is freely, graciously, offered to each and all, the
command is the twofold requirement that we are to love God with our whole selves and to do justice to our neighbors
as ourselves.”* In this context, justice is the social form of love.
It is worth remembering that in the world of the Bible, the notion of love had less to do with feeling and romantic love
of the kind celebrated in contemporary Western culture, and more to do with a careful decision to act for the good of
another person or the community. Love was an action that asserted the worth of the other. In the ancient world, the
actions of love—actions for the good of others—certainly included motivation of compassion and tenderness, but was
centered in making a choice, sometimes painful, to act for the ultimate benefit of other individuals and the community.
Jesus demonstrates this kind of love, a generous overflowing love, and calls disciples to love in the same way. Not only
does Jesus lead the way by showing how to choose for the good of individual and community, but the risen presence
of Jesus empowers the disciples to love similarly. The journey of Jesus ended with resurrection. God’s promise is that
our journeys will end that way, as well.
Stewardship ties two things together. Stewards recognize God’s unmerited love for each and every person, and for all
other created entities (animals, the natural world, cosmic existence). Stewards also recognize that God’s unmerited
love calls for love of neighbor. This is a matter of identity. Those who welcome God’s love for themselves in turn love
others.
Stewardship is an expression of love for God and love for others. Indeed, one way we express love for God is by loving
others. Stewardship of time, talent, money, and other resources is a practical way to express love for God and love for
others.
At our best, we respond to God’s love with our whole selves, and we love our neighbors in the same way. As the gospel writers interpret Jesus' saying, when articulating what Christians often call the Great Commandment, “’You shall
love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind’ . . . and . . . ‘You shall love
your neighbor as yourself”’ (Matthew 22:34-40; cf. Mark 12:28-34; Luke 10:25-28; Deuteronomy 6:4; Leviticus 19:18).
Our Journey to Generosity begins October 29th and culminates with the all-church Thanksgiving Dinner Sunday, November 19th. Mark your calendar now!
Bob and Fern Melton. Stewardship Committee Co-Chairs.

Church Staff
Senior Minister: Rev. Daniel U’Ren
Daniel@woccdoc.org
Associate Minister: Rev. Julia Jordan Gillett
Julia@woccdoc.org
Interim Youth Director: Hope Lairson
Administrative Assistant: Rae Euwins
Office@woccdoc.org

Upcoming Events
Sunday, October 15th
12:20 p.m. Cabinet Meeting
2:00 p.m. Family Fun Day @ Frontier City
Wednesday, October 18th

Music Director: Dr. Ronald Manning
ronald_manning@att.net

1:00 p.m. Bridge for FUN
6:00 p.m. Play Rehearsal
6:00 p.m. W@WO

Pianist: Rosa McCroskey

Saturday, October 21st

Volunteer Organist: Verona Burke

7:00 p.m. Fellowship Movie Night

Praise Band Leader: Todd Newell
Praise Band Members:
Brett Hawk , Hope Lairson, Jeff Newell,
and Rosanne Rowe

Fall Work Day

Sound Technician: Vincent Pinazza
Custodian: Lawrence Johnson
Nursery Attendants: Aanika Gillett and Janet Harper

8100 NW 23rd Street
Oklahoma City OK 73127
405.789.8812
“Loving God, Serving our Neighbor”

