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Gratitude 

Craft Fair Committee would like to extend our deepest appreciation to 
those that contributed items for the Bake Sale this weekend:  Linda 
Patzack, Duane Wood, Reca Young, Lissa Foster, Suzanne Parker,  
Barbara Campbell, Twila Ballard, Mary Francis Hedrick, Danet Trivitte, 
Okie Merry, Sandra Spillman, Jane Maytubby, Sandra Cook, Betty  
Singleton, Jenna Droke and Dean Lunsford.  We are pleased to 
 announce that $285 was raised to give to Foster Care.   

To all of our friends at Western Oaks: 

  We would like to thank all of you for your 
many words of encouragement and your prayers 
for both of us over the last several weeks.  Your 
cards, flowers, meals, taxi service, and phone 
calls have been a tremendous help as we  
continue to deal with health problems.  We are 
blessed to be part of such a fantastic and loving 
church family. 

Jerry and Linda Cobb 

 I want to thank you for your concern for 

me. I am doing quite well and now just need time 

to heal. 

 I also want to express my appreciation to 

the Elders, my Sunday School class, and all the 

others which are praying for me. You are all won-

derful people. 

   God Bless you.  

   Shirley Kitchens 

As our Easter celebrations are ending, I am reminded of how 

thankful I am for all that our church family does to make the 

Lent and Easter season a thoughtful, beautiful, and complete 

experience for us all. Our ears were blessed with beautiful choir 

music and congregational hymns accompanied by Verona 

Burke and Rosa McCroskey. The scent of Easter lilies filled our noses and made our worship spaces more 

beautiful because of the hard work of our worship chairs and Lynda Gervais. Our minds were stimulated by 

Soup for the Soul’s many presenters and we tasted delicious soups all thanks to coordination by Reverend 

Daniel. Our hearts felt joy while watching so many neighborhood children enjoy our Easter block party and 

egg hunt which was coordinated by our Education Committee. What other ways were you blessed by 

another member of our church family this Lenten and Easter Season?  Please reach out to someone who is a 

blessing at Western Oaks and remind them how thankful you are to have them 

as part of our church family. What ideas do you have to create great memories 

at Western Oaks in the future? Join a committee and help plan the future 

memories of the church.        

       Regards, 

       Andrea Teter    



Here’s Your Sign 

Date GIVING 

4/16 General $7,102.00 

 Blessing Fund $25.00 

4/23 General  $3,185.00 

 Blessing Fund $25.00 

As I was preparing my sermon for last week and it began taking the shape that fit the title I chose, 
“Here’s Your Sign” I had this nagging thought I should reach out to the original “Here’s Your Sign” 
master Bill Engvall.  I knew it would be a long shot, in fact I never dreamed one I would find a way to 
reach him or two that I would ever hear back from his publicist.  However, not only did I hear back 
from his publicist within minutes, less than a half hour went by before I hear from Bill himself who 
was more than happy to play a role in the sermon.  He sent me the video clip that we saw on Sunday 
morning saying, “Western Oaks Christian Church, here’s your sign!”  Even though this was Holy 
Humor Sunday and the service was filled with jokes and laughter, Bill helped me present the wallop 
of seriousness that we, the people of Western Oaks Christian Church are the sign of the relevance of 

the empty tomb today and we are the sign of 
God’s love active in the world today.  Whether it 
is serving meals to the home bound through mo-
bile meals, worshipping with homeless down-
town, demonstrating compassion while teaching 
children to read, or reaching out to our neighbors 
and  
listening to how we can be a better neighbor.  All 
of these things and more are ways that Western 
Oaks Christian Church is a sign of God’s love.  Let 
us proudly show that sign!  
 
   Shalom,   
   Daniel  

"Questions You Were Afraid To Ask" a seminar to explore 

 difficult questions about Christianity. 

Saturday, April 29, 2017.  

9 a.m. - 4 p.m. 

Call 405.789.8812 or email of-

fice@woccdoc.org 

 to register today! It’s free! 

East Meets Western Oaks 

May 21, 2017 6:00 pm 

Dinner and Discussion 

Tibetan Monks visiting Oklahoma 
teaching compassion and tolerance will be at Western 
Oaks Christian Church (Disciples of Christ)  You are in-
vited to a dinner in their honor and to hear them talk 
regarding the life as a monk and their desire to teach 
compassion. 



 Date ATTENDANCE  

4/16/17 9 AM 53 

 11 AM 141 

3/23/17 9 AM 48 

 11 AM 70 

If you are on Facebook and have like the Western Oaks Christian Church page then 
hopefully you have seen these little memes being posted daily.  I would love for you 
to do the same, the more times you share these things the more people get  
introduced to the church.  Just click like, but then be sure to also click “share” so 
you can share it with others. 

"Please pray for and reach out to our members who are home centered at this time in their lives. A 
thoughtful note or card from a loving church family member is a great way to brighten someone's day. 
 
Virginia Hurt- Bellevue Health and Rehab Center Rm 453 6500 N Portland, Oklahoma City OK 73116 
Joan Gervais- 3128 N Lakeview Manor Dr., Bethany, OK 73008  
Virginia Johnson-PARCway 6312 N Portland Rm 517; Oklahoma City OK 73112 Facility: 946.6932 
Shirlee Ruedy- Quail Ridge Assisted Living 12401 Trail Oak Dr., Oklahoma City OK 73120  
Lois Northcutt- 7604 NW 27th St., Bethany, OK 73008  
Sue Halpain- 8213 Brownsville Ln., Bethany, OK 73008  
Ted Nickel- 1311 N Carol Ln; Oklahoma City OK 73127-3747 
Mary Thorn- 3737 N College, Bethany, OK 73008  
Dwaine Bradley- 2509 NW 11th St., Oklahoma City, OK 73107 
Loretta Luper- 3737 N. College, Apt. 131, Bethany, OK 73008 
Carol Allen-8100 Curtis Ter.; Oklahoma City OK 73132-4045 
Montana Mae Pursley—Children's Convalescent Hospital 

SPRING CLEANUP  
ROUND TWO SATURDAY, MAY 13 

9:00 – 12:00 
 

We have scheduled another cleanup day to try and finish emptying the old shed of debris and 
clean out the Morgan Shed.  Many hands make light work!! 
 
Another large item on our ‘to do’ list was trimming low lying branches, dead limbs on the east 
of the church property.  That will probably have to 
be scheduled for another day depending on turn- out 
on the 13th. 
 
Thank you in advance for your support. 
 
Jane Maytubby, Property Chair  

MISPLACED/LOST?  

Tall glass vase with 
 marbles that holds floral 
arrangements.  Last seen 
in Schwind Hall. 
If located, please return 
to office work-
room. Thank you. 



Sunday School Teacher Needed – The church currently needs a Kindergarten 

to second grade class teacher who can devote two or three Sundays a month 

to helping younger children learn about their relationship to God and the 

church. If you are interested, please contact Julia.   

Don’t forget to mark your calendars for another volunteer 

opportunity!  May 15 we will be going to First Church, Robinson & 5th 

Street, to feed the homeless for Refuge Fellowship Church.  We will 
begin to prepare food here at Western Oaks at 3:30, leave for downtown 
at 4:50.  Meal will be set up and we will attend service at 6:00 pm.  Dinner 
is served between 6:30-7:00.  We return to the church for final clean up of 
the roaster pans.  Don't miss out.  Plan now to help prepare the meal, go 
downtown to attend worship and serve or 
cleanup at the church.          Charlene Majetic  

           405.830.2281  

You may have seen or heard the beautiful Soprano voice of Ms. Rebecca 

Thompson who sings in the 11AM service.  She was recruited from SNU by 

Dr. Ron Manning to add a needed dimension to our choir and enhance our 

spiritual presence through music and song.  Rebecca and her team of 4 

elite students and 2 mentors will spend most of their time in Florence, Italy 

but will be singing at other locations in Italy.  They will be teaching Music, 

English, and the Arts to local students.  They leave June 12th and return 

June 28th.  Each student is responsible for their own expenses and she is 

close to her $3000 goal. 

As a special treat Rebecca will be giving a Voice Recital at Western Oaks 

this Sunday, April 30th at 6:00 PM.  If you have not heard Rebecca 

sing you are in for a real treat. 

If you would like to support Rebecca please make your check as follows: 

Payable to: SNU – SIMS – ITALY   

Note in Memo Section: REBECCA THOMPSON 

Mail to: SNU Spiritual Development 

  6729 NW 39th Expressway 

  Bethany, OK 73008   

 

(If more convenient place in my box or place in the offering payable as noted and we will forward to  SNU)

CONTRIBUTIONS ARE TAX DEDUCTIBLE 



COME ONE, COME ALL LET’S GO TO THE ZOO!!! 

Sunday, May 21st, we will go to the Zoo.  All are 

welcome children and- youth of  the church and 

grandchildren, aunts and uncles, and friends!!  We 

hope to get a group rate and some of us are able 

to get extra children on our zoo passes.  Please call 

the church office at 789-8812 or Julia at 821-0108 

or Hope 596-4250.   

JYF will meet Sunday, May 
7th.  We will deliver flowers 
and baskets to some of our 
members.  We will need  
several drivers to make sure 
all who need car seats are 
able to attend!!  

EASTER FUN WITH WHIZ KIDS! 

 

The Whiz Kids gang celebrated Easter on 

Monday, April 10.  What a fun time we had:  

special bunny sandwiches by our great Chefs, fun 

games for the kids and tutors, and a special Club Time with Rev. Daniel with a dozen meaningful eggs about 

the Resurrection telling the Easter Story.  The kids decorated hard-boiled eggs to take home and then  

received a huge surprise Easter Basket full of “stuff” to take home from their tutors.  The expressions on their 

faces when they saw the baskets was priceless and was one of the most fulfilling experiences I have ever 

seen!  At least one student said, “Wow!  I’ve never had an 

Easter Basket before.”  Yep, I teared up!  Our next big event 

is “Spring Fling” at Crystal Lake on May 6 and it will be a total 

blast for all of us!  And finally, we will be hosting a Whiz Kids 

Family Night Out on Monday, 15, 2017, beginning at 5:00 

to bring us all together for a eats and game!  What a GREAT 

way to end the Whiz Kids school year!  Woohoo!! 

 

Cathy Routon 

WOCC Whiz Kids Site Coordinator 



Rev. Aaron Todd received a call from Disciple News Services, an online 
news magazine of the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) whose edi-
tor caught wind of a news story of a church in 
 Oklahoma doing amazing things.  Here is the article he wrote: 

D I S C I P L E S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  

Oklahoma church supports healthy lifestyle 
Posted on April 3, 2017 at 8:21 am. 

by Rev. Aaron Todd, special correspondent 
 

Nestled near the shore of Lake Overholser on the southwestern 
side of Oklahoma City, Western Oaks Christian Church has been 
actively serving it’s community since 1964. However, like many congregations, the people of WOCC 
become increasingly aware of the shifting cultural, social, and theological landscape that has altered 
the neighborhood that they have long called home. 

So now, like congregations of all sizes throughout the world, the people 
of Western Oaks are considering for themselves the age old query, 
“Who is my neighbor?” 
Guided by the leadership of Senior Minister Rev. Daniel U’Ren, West-
ern Oaks CC made the choice to learn the stories, needs, and struggles 
of the people in the community.  In order to achieve this goal, Western 
Oaks Christian Church is now offering new ministry initiatives that seek 
to further embed the congregation among its neighbors. 
Thanks in part to the medical experience gained by Rev. U’Ren while 

he served in the United States military, Western Oaks Christian Church has established a commit-
ment to encouraging healthy lifestyles.  To this end, WOCC now offers services such as an annual 
health fair that offers free services such as immunizations and blood pressure screenings and entirely 
smoke-free campus..  In order to further promote healthy life choices of its membership, during the 
season of Lent, the congregation is participating in a virtual “Walk to Jerusalem” where members are 
asked to walk, track their steps, and log them into a database. Together, the participants seek to ac-
cumulate enough steps that would take them from the doorstep of Western Oaks Christian Church all 
the way to Jerusalem (14.9 million steps). During the 2016 Lenten season, the participants of WOCC 
achieved their goal and they appear to be well on their way in 2017. 
The commitment Western Oaks has made to helping people live healthy lifestyles has not gone unno-
ticed. The congregation is now starting to receive recognition and accolades for its work as a 
healthcare advocate and has been certified by the Oklahoma Department of Health and a “Healthy 
Congregation.” 

Though Rev. U’Ren is quick to point out that being certified does not mean that the membership of 
WOCC is as healthy as they would like, it is clear that the congregation is taking pride in the authen-
ticity of  its call to promote and embody healthy living. 

When asked how these initiatives are helping the congregation of Western Oaks to become more 
aware of it’s sense of ministry and purpose, Rev. U’ren’s reply was simple: 

“We want this to be a church that would be missed by the community.” 

Rev. Daniel U’Ren of Western Oaks 
holds award from Oklahoma  

Department of Health. 

http://disciples.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/04/17DNSWesternOaks-e1491225555759.jpg
http://disciples.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/04/17DNS-U-renWesternOaks-e1491225414638.jpg


 

Amelia Farris has been accepted for the St. Thomas choir school for girls in New 
York this summer. She was selected along with around 30 other girls across the US. 
She will attend a 10 day school where she will learn 8 choral selections and perform 
a concert at the end of the school. She will also be attending events such as a Broad-
way musical while she is there.  
 

The Farris family is fundraising to help cover the cost 

of tuition and airfare for the event. On May 14, the 

family will host a bake sale for both church services. It is a great opportunity to 
purchase something sweet for the important women in your life.  
 
Amelia is also taking orders for decorated  mini-cakes for that special woman. 
The cakes can be picked up at the May 14 bake sale. The cake will measure ap-
proximately 4 x 5 inches and will be iced/decorated.  Cake flavor choices are 
vanilla or chocolate. The cake price is $5.  

 
Please preorder your mini-cake before May 13th.  You can order with 
Angela at    or 817‐694-‐5035. Amelia will also be 
 present at Sunday church services to take your order.  
 
Thank you for helping with this exciting time in Amelia's life.  

Join with friends at WOCC to help 
“Stamp Out Starvation” (Kids Against 
Hunger with a new name) to package 

food for folks in need locally and around 
the world. 

June 10, 2017 

9:00am—12:00pm & 

1:00pm—4:00pm     

Contact Tom Russell by June 3rd, so we know how many are coming.  Plan to car pool with friends to 

 Western Oaks (8100 NW 23rd).  We have tasks that are done standing and other jobs that can be done 

sitting.  Most anyone can come and help.  Gifts of money for food purchases are always needed.  

 You can make your check out to “Stamp out Starvation” and mail it to  

Tom Russell, 5112 NW 20th, Oklahoma City, OK 73137. 

To register or for questions, call Tom Russell at 

 405.650.3335 or email tomrussell1@cox.net  

 Akaycat@gmail.com



Church Staff 

Senior Minister: Rev. Daniel U’Ren  
Daniel@woccdoc.org 
 
Associate Minister: Rev. Julia Jordan Gillett  
Julia@woccdoc.org 
 
Interim Youth Director: Hope Lairson  

Administrative Assistant: Mari Riera 
Office@woccdoc.org 
 
Music Director: Dr. Ronald Manning  
ronald_manning@att.net 
 
Pianist: Rosa McCroskey  

Volunteer Organist: Verona Burke  

Praise Band Leader: Todd Newell  

Praise Band Members:  
Brett Hawk , Hope Lairson, Jeff Newell, and Ro-
sanne Rowe  
 

Sound Technician: Vincent Pinazza 

Custodian: Lawrence Johnson  

Nursery Attendants: Aanika Gillett and Janet Harper 

Upcoming Events 

Wednesday, April 26th 
1 p.m. Bridge 
5 p.m. Caring & Sharing @ Amada’s; 23rd & Council 
7 p.m. Choir Rehearsal 

Friday, April 28th  
3p.m. Jim Gervais Memorial 

Saturday, April  29th 
9 a.m. Questions You Were Afraid to Ask Seminar 

Sunday, April 30th Youth/Senior Sunday 
6 p.m. Rebecca Thompson Recital 

Monday, May 1st 
3 p.m. Whiz Kids 

Tuesday, May 2nd 
9:30 a.m.  CWF  

Wednesday, May 3rd 
7 p.m. Choir Rehearsal 

Saturday, May 6th 
10 a.m. Whiz Kids Spring Fling @ Crystal Lake 

Sunday, May 7th  
12:15 p.m. Elders Meeting 
12:30 p.m. JYF 
4 p.m.  ROCK Sunday Youth  

“Loving God, Serving our Neighbor” 

8100 NW 23
rd 

Street 
Oklahoma City OK 73127 
405.789.8812 


