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VOLUNTEER ALERT 

 We will be having a Bake Sale with our Spring Craft 

Show this year. We have WONDERFUL church mem-

bers that make delicious cakes, breads and other 

 yummy treats and are asking for your help!  

 

Here’s the Scoop 

 

Proceeds of the Bake Sale will go to 

Foster Care- Citizens Caring for Children 

We are looking for items like: 

Bread- Small Loaf in aluminium pan and/or wrapped in clear plastic. 

Brownies- __4_ on a small paper plate wrapped in clear plastic. 

Cakes-  No larger than 8 X 8 in aluminium pan wrapped with clear plastic. 

Cookies- __6__ on a small paper plate wrapped in clear plastic. 

Cupcakes- _4_ in an aluminium shallow pan wrapped in clear plastic. 

Muffins- _4_ in an aluminium shallow pan wrapped in clear plastic. 

Pies 

Misc.- Package small enough to sell easily. 

      *** Aluminum  pans will be provided for you to bake your items in. 

You may pick those  up from Charlene or Marilyn.  

Please label each item/plate with what the product is. PLEASE include if 

the product has nuts. 

Deliver items to the church Youth Room on Friday, 4/21 from 5:00-8:00 p.m. 

and Saturday, 4/22 before 9:00 a.m. 

Welcome New member, Tom 

Steele! Tom’s profile will be 

in the next edition! 

Please contact 

 Charlene Majetic 

(405-830-2281) or 

Marilyn Chalk 

(405-470-6755) 

 if you would like to 

make something for 

the sale. If you have 

any questions, give 

them a call! 



 If you missed out on the Fellowship Dinner this past Sunday then you missed a great deal of 
fun and learning about various countries.  We heard about Korea and the Korean language from 
Okie Merry.  Gay Teter shared about sign language varying across the globe.  Ron Manning shared 
some Italian and Robert Frantz shared what he has been learning about the Celts.  It was a good  
reminder that the Celts did not originate in Ireland but had migrated from Middle East and the 
 Biblical Book of the Galatians (Paul’s epistle to the Galatians) were actually a Celtic people residing 
in Galatia and who would later migrate and settle into the areas around Great Britain and Ireland. 
 I am reminded this week of the many myths surrounding St. Patrick’s Day and Irish Lore in 
general.  For starters, if you say “Top of the Morning” to an Irish person they might be quick to in-
form you that they have never heard anyone in Ireland actually say that.  Looking up the etymology 
of the word I discovered it was found in some British poems but might have been most associated 
with Irish due to the Lucky Charms leprechaun (who was not even voiced or created by someone 
Irish). 
 Of course one of the famous myths surrounding St. Patrick is that he drove out all the snakes, 
which never existed in the first place.  However, some people claim the snakes were metaphor for 
the pagans.  Another myth was that he was Irish, but according to history he was actually kidnapped 
by Irish raiders and became a slave in Ireland who later escaped.  Did he really use a shamrock to 
 describe the trinity?  Who knows but it is a great object lesson.  Another myth is St. Patrick’s color is 
green.  Actually the ancient paintings are all blue and was actually the color of the Irish flag under 
the rule of King Henry VIII (blue with a harp and the harp was the symbol of Ireland long before the 
shamrock).  The color green being associated with Irish is a much more modern phenomena 
 probably linked to the lush green landscape and the shamrock. 
 Saint Patrick was not the first Christian missionary to go to Ireland, though he might be the 
first to survive.  What made him successful?  According to a letter he wrote titled “Confessions” that 
contains his life story, he also described living on the “edge of Christian and pagan worlds” and 
helped to blend traditions and celebrations to help others better understand the Christian faith.  He 
first had to better understand who the other people were and what they believed in order to reach 
them.  He was a very skilled diplomat being able to smooth things over and explain things in a way 
that did not appear condescending or condemning.  This is a trait that I wish were more popular 
today.  Then again, as the legends of St. Patrick and the continued popularity of the day proves that 
we still continue to blend things with the historical facts to keep things fresh and, well, green! 
 
       'Dia dhuit' ('God be with you'),   
       Daniel  

Top of the Morning and Luck of the Irish 

It’s time to order about Easter 

 Lilies! $15 each. Order forms will 

be in the bulletins this Sunday! 

You can also order by phone or 

email: office@woccdoc.org or 

405.789.8812 



 Date ATTENDANCE  

3/5/17 9 AM 50 

 11 AM 89 

3/12/17 9 AM 32 

 11 AM 66 

Date GIVING 

3/5 General $10,419.21 

 Blessing Fund $110.00 

3/12 General  $4,071.91 

 Blessing Fund $75.00 

UP COMING EVENTS FOR JUNIOR YOUTH FELLOWSHIP 

During March we will be meeting the first Sunday and the fourth Sunday 

because of Spring Break. 

Sunday, March 26th, let’s go to the Circus.  Shriners  

Circus is in town and we are able to get tickets for the 

2p.m. show.  Let Julia know by Sunday, March 19th, if you 

would like to attend. 

 

If you are interested in helping prepare meals for JYF, please contact Julia Jordan Gillett at 

821-0108.  Thank you! 

Sebastian, Matthew, Samuel and 

Jacob attended National City Chris-

tian Church, (DOC) as a part of the 

Oklahoma Region’s 

 International Affairs Seminar on 

Sunday, March 12th with 18  

other youth and 6 adults 

representing 13 congregations.  

Here is the itinerary for the week:  

Monday, March 13 Seminar Day 

Tuesday, March 14 Congressional 

Representative Meeting, Capitol 

Tour and Shear Madness Play at the Kennedy Center 

Wednesday, March 15 Travel to New York City by Train and Broadway Show Kinky Boots at the Al 

Hirschfeld Theatre 

Thursday, March 16 Seminar Day and Broadway Show Wicked at the Gershwin Theatre  

Friday, March 17 9/11 Museum and Memorial and New York City tours 

Saturday, March 18 Travel Home. 



Sunday School Teacher Needed – The church currently needs a Kindergarten to 

 second grade class teacher who can devote two or three Sundays a month to helping 

younger children learn about their relationship to God and the church. If you are 

 interested, please contact Julia.   

WHIZ KIDS IS GOING STRONG 

 

We have such a blast since the new semester began!  We have a SUPER bunch of students, WONDERFUL, 

kind and hardworking tutors, an AMAZING Teacher Liaison (Indra Carrillo), inspiring Club Time Leaders (Revs. 

Daniel and Julia), and, of course, our CREATIVE chefs.  All of our volunteers are the most willing and helpful 

people I know; and I truly appreciate their commitment to this awesome program for our community kids.  

 

In February, we had two really fun celebrations.  For Valentine’s Day, each student made at least one 

Valentine card for a loved one or special person in their life; we fun cute decorations, great food and lots of 

fun, along with our reading time.  The kids seemed to really enjoy the card decoration, and put a lot of 

thought and creativity into them.  For the Mardi Gras celebration, we had FAT MONDAY (instead of FAT 

 Tuesday) to thoughtfully begin Lent.  Our Chefs provided the Louisiana traditional meal – pancakes, bacon, 

fruit, and, thanks to Andrea Teter, we had King Cakes!  It was so good and the kids really enjoyed the food.  

We also discussed the history of Mardi Gras, how it was celebrated around the world, what it meant to us 

and what we should do and not do during this time.  The kids had some very interesting ideas about what 

they were going to give up or take on during Lent.  We also made fabulous Mardi Gras masks with feathers, 

stickers, stones and other decorations.  This was so much fun and the kids did a GREAT job (even though we 

couldn’t get the feathers to stay put without a stapler – Ha).  So, as you can tell, we have had a great two 

months into the spring semester and will continue to inspire each of the students to read and comprehend 

better each session. 

 

We were told by the Western Oaks Elementary School that every student at our site tested much higher at 

the end of the first semester compared to their starting reading level!  That made all of us so proud of what 

we do and how we have made a difference.  We will be attending the Seeds of Hope on March 27, which is a 

banquet to recognize the volunteers in the city-wide program; and in May we will be attending the Spring 

Fling at Crystal Lake.  It was super fun last year, and we look forward to another great time! 

 

This program is just one of the best tutoring programs for those children that need help in reading, 

 comprehension, word recognition, and mentoring.  We love each and every one of them, and I think they 

return that love every week!  If anyone would like to help with this program in the future, please let me 

know.  We always need volunteers! 

 

Here a few pictures over the past weeks!  Enjoy! 

 

Cathy Routon 

WOCC Whiz Kids Site Coordinator 



Club Time with Revs. Daniel & Julia 
Mardi Gras  

Valentine’s Day (top) 

Mardi Gras - Barbara Gardner, Percy & 

Francheska Castro (right) 

Congratulations to the following 

young people who received a 

 superior rating at recent music 

 contest: 

Anthony Farris - vocal solo 

David Gillett – vocal solo 

Matthew Gillett – vocal solo 

Eric Wagner – marimba solo 

Sebastian Digby – strings ensemble 

Jacob Foster – strings ensemble. 

April 1, 2017 
8:30 am – 12:30 pm 
First Christian Church 
OKC 

3700 N. Walker, OKC 

Contact the church @ 405.789.8812 or office@woccdoc.org to 

reserve your place-It’s Free! 



SOUP FOR THE SOUL 
From the book of Leviticus 19:18 we read “you shall love your neighbor as 

yourself” but who is our “neighbor”? 

Love of Neighbor 

Dr. Imam Imad Enchassi 

Assistant Professor Religion OCU 

Rev. Lori Allen Walke 

Associate Minister  

Dr. Elaine Robinson 

Saint Paul School of Theology 

Rabbi Vered Harris 

 From the Hebrew לרעך (lə·rê·‘ă·ḵā) 

found in Leviticus 19:18 which is com-

monly translated as “Your Neighbor” we 

discover the root noun  רע (ray'-ah) 

which can be translated as “neighbor”, 

“friend”, “fellow” or simply “another”.  

This raises the question, just who is our 

“neighbor”?  Is it the person who lives 

next door, or the person living down the 

street or is it something much more  

generalized to include the “others” of 

whom we might   disagree, look nothing 

like, or the disenfranchised? 

 

 During Lent this year we are taking a 

closer look at what it means to “love our 

neighbors” and looking for ways that we 

have far more in    common with others 

than what we use to separate us. 

 

 We have asked some of our neighbors 

to come share a cup of soup and lead us 

in a discussion  on being more neighbor-

ly.  Join us Sundays in Lent at 6:00 pm. 

 

Lenten Meal and Lesson 

6:00 pm Meal served 

For More Information  www.woccdoc.org  (405) 789-8812 

Western Oaks Christian Church 



Dr. Imam 

Imad Enchassi 

Assistant Professor 

Religion OCU 

Chair of Islamic 

 Studies OCU 

Adjunct Professor Phillips Theological Seminary 

Islamic Society of Greater OKC 

Dr. Imam Imad Enchassi grew up in the 

 Palestinian refugee camps in Beirut, Lebanon. His 

experiences as a child surrounded by war and 

conflict have shaped his passion as an adult for 

promoting unity and understanding. When asked 

about living through the massacres in the Sabra and 

Shatila refugee camps, Enchassi says, “Sometimes, I 

think God exposed me to so much hatred and 

 violence so that I can be a voice for love and peace.” 

Dr. Imam Imad Enchassi will lead the 

discussion on 

 March 19, 2017 

Rev. Lori Allen 

Walke 

Associate Minister at  

Mayflower 

 Congregational United 

Church 

Rev. Lori Allen Walke, a native of the Bible Belt and 

raised a Baptist, preaches and teaches progressive 

Christianity with a    Southern style.  Now serving as 

the Associate Minister at Mayflower Congregational 

United Church of Christ in 

Oklahoma City, Lori was a scholarship athlete for 

Oklahoma State University, where she received her 

undergraduate 

degree in Political Science (2005) and graduate de-

gree in Health Care Administration (2006). Passion-

ate about social justice and the public good, she 

earned her  juris doctorate from Oklahoma City Uni-

versity School of Law in 2009 and passed the Okla-

homa Bar exam the same year.  She earned her 

Masters of Divinity from Philips Theological Semi-

nary (2011) and was ordained in the United Church 

of Christ in 2012. 

Lori Walke will lead the discussion on 

 March 26, 2017 

"Questions You Were Afraid To Ask" a seminar to explore 

 difficult questions about Christianity. 

Saturday, April 29, 2017. 9 a.m. - 4 p.m. 

Call 405.789.8812 or email office@woccdoc.org 

 to register today! It’s free! 

$5 suggested 

 donation 



You may have noticed a new endeavor I have begun to increase 
our online presence.  If you are on Facebook and have liked the 
Western Oaks Christian Church page then hopefully you have 
seen these little memes being posted daily.  I am clicking like and 
then I click share so all my friends can see WOCC.  I would love 
for you to do the same, the more times you share these things 
the more people get introduced to the church.  Just click like, but 
then be sure to also click “share” so you can share it with others. 

SAVE THIS DATE!!!! 
SATURDAY, APRIL 1, 2017 

 
CHURCH SPRING CLEANUP 

9:00 – 12:00 
 

Work items we have identified so far are: 
 
  Clean out of 3 sheds – toss old ‘stuff’, possibly 

reorganize. 
 Clean out outside mechanical room. 
 Wiping down faux plants in Schwind Hall and 

elsewhere. 
 Clean out refrigerators. 
 Remove dead branches from northeast corner of property.  Not sure if this will entail use 

of a chainsaw.   
 Paint railing at West Entrance. 

Men’s Restroom near Sanctuary – paint area that was repaired. 
 
If anyone thinks of other things that need doing please let someone on Property Committee 
know.  I will be posting a list at the west entrance before April 1st.  And please, no April Fool’s 
jokes!  
 

PROPERTY UPDATE 
 

We are going to be sprucing up our church home in the near future by having several are-
as of the outside of the church painted.  Hopefully the job will be done before Easter. 
 
We have replaced one of our older HVAC units.  One of the parts died so the decision was 
made to replace the entire unit.  That still leaves us with several units from the late 70s.  Keep 
your fingers crossed through this upcoming summer. 
 
Jane Maytubby, Property Chair  



 

 
    What's the   

   I Can  
 

        and Still Be a  

? 
? 

? 

Must pre-register Call (405)789-8812 to register 

9:00 Registration 

9:30 Do I have to believe “It’s OK for Christians to Be Judgmental and Obnoxious”? 

  Ch. 10  – Rev. Geoff Brewster 

10:45 Do I have to believe “God Loves Straight People but Not Gay People”? 

  Ch. 9—Dr. Lisa Davison 

12:00 -12:30 Lunch 

12:45 Do I have to believe in “Evolution” and “taking the bible literally”?  

  Ch. 3 & 8—Rev. Daniel U’Ren 

2:00 Do I have to believe “Good Christians Don’t Doubt”? 

  Ch. 2—Rev. Kyle Maxwell 8100 NW 23rd  Oklahoma City 



Church Staff 

Senior Minister: Rev. Daniel U’Ren  
Daniel@woccdoc.org 
 
Associate Minister: Rev. Julia Jordan Gillett  
Julia@woccdoc.org 
 
Interim Youth Director: Hope Lairson  

Administrative Assistant: Mari Riera 
Office@woccdoc.org 
 
Music Director: Dr. Ronald Manning  
ronald_manning@att.net 
 
Pianist: Rosa McCroskey  

Volunteer Organist: Verona Burke  

Praise Band Leader: Todd Newell  

Praise Band Members:  
Brett Hawk , Hope Lairson, Jeff Newell, and 
Rosanne Rowe  
 

Sound Technician: Vincent Pinazza 

Custodian: Lawrence Johnson  

Nursery Attendants: Aanika Gillett and       
Kiersten Hamill 

Upcoming Events 

Wednesday, March 15 
7 p.m. Choir Rehearsal 

Sunday, March 19 - Blanket Sunday 
4 p.m. ROCK Sunday Youth; Caring & Sharing Meeting 
6 p.m. Soup for the Soul 

Monday, March 20 
3 p.m. Whiz Kids 

Tuesday, March 21 
9:30 a.m. CWF 
7 p.m. Admin Meeting 

Wednesday, March 22 
1 p.m. Bridge 
5 p.m. Caring & Sharing Eat-Out @ Olive Garden (Reno & MacArthur) 

Sunday, March 26 
12:30 p.m. JYF; Board and Committee Meetings 
2 p.m. Circus Outing 
4 p.m. ROCK Sunday Youth 
6 p.m. Cabinet Meeting; Soup for the Soul 

“Loving God, Serving our Neighbor” 

8100 NW 23
rd 

Street 
Oklahoma City OK 73127 
405.789.8812 


