
Western Oaks Christian Church 

 

October 15,  2019 

 

TRUNK OR TREAT IS COMING!   If you would like to participate in Trunk or Treat and are unable 
to set up a car trunk then please bring candy or other Halloween trinkets to the collection box by the 
church office. Deadline is Sunday, October 20. 

We need more candy and prizes and  
DECORATED TRUNKS or GAME STATIONS. 

OCTOBER 26, 2019   
SATURDAY  4-6 pm   
          West side of the church 

Messy Church was a wonderful time!  Part of the premise of Messy Church is 

building community through conversations that take place during our time   

together as we work on crafts. Table talk ideas for each craft area are provided 

as conversation starters with the children/families.  Wendy and Robert Wilker-

son did a wonderful job with the Good Shepherd in modern day story.   

Come and join us next month as we fellowship together in community.   

Thank you to those who participated  at the tables:  Marlene Word, Wendy & 

Robert Wilkerson, Seth & Laura Nevel, Jamie Joseph, Katherine Jordan, JoAnn 

& George Goodner and Mark Gillett. Thanks also to Pairis and Richard and    

Kelsoo Ferguson for helping to set up the tables and crafts. 

The next Messy Church, will be Sunday, November 10th @ 5p.m.  The theme 

will be Welcoming Children as Jesus said, “Let the children come to me!”  

based on Mark 10:13-16. 



Come one, come all Children to our Christmas play practice! The play will be performed on 
Sunday, December 15th during our 11a.m. worship! 

Sunday, November 10th we will meet for practice, directly after the 11 a.m. worship   
service to give out parts, begin preparation, sing, and possibly do hand bells.                        
We will be done by 1:30 p.m.   

We also need volunteers to provide a meal for our children on Sunday, November 10th, 
17th, December 1st, or  8th.  We would appreciate a simple, yummy meal to help us focus. 

Shaylee White is having a baby girl in November. She is one of 
our Nursery Staff and has been so good to our children.      
Now we can shower her baby with love! 

We will have a come and go shower outside Schwind Hall on 
Sunday, October 27th at 10a.m.   She is registered at: Shaylee 
and Jared White’s Baby Registry at Babylist.com 

Dear Parents with Young Children in Church By Jamie Bruesehoff  

 

You are doing something really, really important. I know it’s not easy. I see you with your 
arms overflowing, and I know you came to church already tired. Parenting is tiring. Really 
tiring. 

I watch you bounce and sway trying to keep the baby quiet, juggling the infant car seat and 
the diaper bag as you find a seat. I see you wince as your child cries. I see you anxiously 
pull things out of your bag of tricks to try to quiet them. 

And I see you with your toddler and your preschooler. I watch you cringe when your little girl asks an innocent 
question in a voice that might not be an inside voice let alone a church whisper.  I hear the exasperation in 
your voice as you beg your child to just sit, to be quiet as you feel everyone’s eyes on you. Not everyone is 
looking, but I know it feels that way.  

I know you’re wondering, is this worth it? Why do I bother? I know you often leave church more exhausted 
than fulfilled. But what you are doing is so important. They are learning that worship is important. 

I see them learning. In the midst of the cries, whines, and giggles, in the midst of the crinkling of pretzel bags 
and the growing pile of crumbs I see a little girl who insists on going two pews up to share peace with some-
one she’s never met. I hear a little boy slurping (quite loudly) every last drop of his communion wine out of 
the cup determined not to miss a drop of Jesus. I watch a child excitedly color a cross and point to the one in 
the front of the sanctuary.  I hear the echoes of Amens just a few seconds after the rest of the community 
says it together. I watch a boy just learning to read try to sound out the words in the worship book or count 
his way to Hymn 672. Even on weeks when I can’t see my own children learning because, well, it’s one of 
those mornings, I can see your children learning. 

I know how hard it is to do what you’re doing, but I want you to know, it matters. It matters to me. It matters 
to my children to not be alone in the pew. It matters to the congregation to know that families care about 
faith, to see young people… and even on those weeks when you can’t see the little moments, it matters to 
your children.  

It matters that they learn that worship is what we do as a community of faith, that everyone is welcome, that 
their worship matters. When we teach children that their worship matters, we teach them that they are 
enough right here and right now as members of the church community. They don’t need to wait until they can 
believe, pray or worship a certain way to be welcome here, and I know adults who are still looking to be 
shown that. It matters that children learn that they are an integral part of this church, that their prayers, their 
songs, and even their badly (or perfectly timed depending on who you ask) cries and whines are a joyful noise 
because it means they are present. 

I know it’s hard, but thank you for what you do when you bring your children to church. Please know that 
your family - with all of its noise, struggle, commotion, and joy – are not simply tolerated, you are a vital part 
of the community gathered in worship.       This post originally appeared on I Am Totally *That* Mom. 

https://www.huffpost.com/author/jamie-bruesehoff
http://www.iamtotallythatmom.blogspot.com/2013/05/dear-parents-with-young-children-in.html

