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December 21, 2021 

8100 NW 23rd Street   Oklahoma City, OK 73127  office@woccdoc.org   405.789.8812   

“Grown-up Christmas List”   

The other night the family was in the car, we had 

just gone through the parks in Yukon to see the 

amazing light displays dazzling in the night sky 

and commenting about all the additions and 

changes from last year.  Then, Liam asked the 

question, “What is your favorite Christmas song?”  

We heard comments on “Rudolph the Red-nosed 

Reindeer”, “Frosty the Snowman”, “Santa Clause 

is Coming to Town”, and Stephanie mentioned 

one of her favorites is “O Holy Night” but only 

when it is sung very well.  Of course I belted out 

the chorus of “O Holy Night” to which she said 

again, “Only when it is sung well.”  Then I shared 

one of my favorite songs is, “Grown-up Christmas 

List.”  The first time I remember hearing it was 

when Jan Hulsey was doing musical recitals here 

at Western Oaks and I fell in love with it and re-

member hiring the young person singing it to 

share it with the church.  However, what I really 

love about this song is the messages found within 

the lyrics.  To me this song goes beyond the typi-

cal songs meant to inspire joy during the season, 

providing depth and something to make you 

think. 

It begins by keeping the magic of the season alive, 

talking about sharing childhood fantasies that re-

minds me of children sharing lists with Santa and 

dreams filled with toys and goodies. However, 

now as an adult the wish list is no longer just for 

me but instead it is for a world in need.  Ponder 

with me a world were “no more lives torn apart”, 

such as the Afghans forced to flee the lives as 

they know it and trying to resettle in places for-

eign to them, as well as so many others seeking 

refuge and safety for their families.  Or that “wars 

would never start” and we could find peaceful 

resolutions that focus on the needs and wellbeing 

of every human being.  And “time would heal all 

wounds” because we know there are those who 

hold grudges, but also the pain of loss does not 

always go away.  “Everyone would have a friend” 

brings to mind those who are staying out in the 

cold under makeshift tents.  “And right would al-

ways win” which we know is not always the case, 

especially when greed or selfish desires play into 

any situation. But above all, the song reminds us 

of a wish for “love would never end.”  The one 

true love that we can count on is found in the 

love of God, which never ends.  Often we say this 

season is about Jesus, but truly the Christmas sea-

son is about love.  For God sent Jesus as an infant 

into the world out of love for the world and all of 

humankind.  Because of God’s love, we know Je-

sus and celebrate this season.   

This season, may you be surrounded by the love 

of God.  This season and always, may you share 

that same love with others in such a way that 

they experience the compassion, mercy and grace 

of God through you.  Together, as we celebrate 

the Prince of Peace, may we help to mend broken 

hearts, help others to experience wholeness, be a 

champion for the good of others, and be a friend 

to someone in need.   

Merry Christmas! 

Daniel  

Congregational Meeting will be January 9th, 2022 following worship, in the sanctuary. 
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Don’t forget our nurses.  Write a thank you card, donate candy bars, or put 
together a little token of appreciation like a gift card.   

You can put items in the basket by the church office.  These can be generic 
cards just saying how much they are appreciated.  Write one card, or more.  
We will sort the cards into groups of 16 and send them to the nurses at 

least every other week.  Thanks so much for giving to this ministry. St. Anthony Nurses 

BELL RINGERS 

Jimmy Ille, Mason Sharp (Cathy 
Routon’s grandson) and Leighton 
Henderson (Mason’s daughter) 
ringing the Salvation Army bell at 
the Walmart on NW Expressway 
last Saturday.   

Just thought I would share! They 
had a great time sharing the season 
with others!! 

Cathy Routon 

Our thoughts and prayers are with First Christian Church (DOC) of   

Mayfield Kentucky as well as many other families and churches who 

have been impacted by recent tornadoes.  FCC Mayfield lost their    

spiritual home where they have worshipped for so long, but amazingly 

the beautiful communion table and the cross on the table were un-

scathed.  Rescuing the table from the rubble was a priority as it         

represents the center of worship.  Rev. Dr. Milton West, minister of FCC 

Mayfield, reminds us that the church is not the building.  Church is the 

people who come together to worship together, care for one another 

and encourage one another.  Rev. West also reminds us that this is not 

“a sign from God that something is wrong.  We do not embrace that notion at all, our faith is positive and 

God is never the author of bad things in people’s lives.”   

Donations can be made to Week of Compassion to help the church and others impacted.  https://

www.weekofcompassion.org/ 

Please join us for worship Dec. 24th at 6pm for a candlelight worship 

service as we celebrate the birth of Christ.  On that holy night, God’s 

love pierced the darkness as a remarkable drama unfolds with angels 

singing hallelujah, shepherds quaked, and a baby would be born as the 

Prince of Peace, wonderful counselor, and called Emmanuel, God with 

us.  I hope to see you there for this celebration of the holiest of nights 

when we remember the light God sent to us through Jesus Christ and 

the love we continue to know today. 

https://www.weekofcompassion.org/
https://www.weekofcompassion.org/
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Western Oaks Christian Church 

 
Silent Auction  

Christmas Parties  

The excitement lingers after the great Christmas parties for the children and youth!  Thank you Kelli Fearing for 
coming up with the wonderful crafts and Fern Melton’s preparation of the Nativity craft.  We appreciate how 
the parents and grandparents stepped into help the children. We are grateful for Steve Teter who did a     
wonderful job as Santa.  He made the children fill at ease and they eagerly talked with him.  Those who were 
unable to attend should expect call from Julia to bring the Christmas packets their home on Tuesday. 

We are excited to announce the winners 

of our Silent Auction to raise money for 

James Frank and David Gillett to attend 

the International Affairs spring break 2022. 

Congratulations Matthew Jewell and Charlene Majetic!!! 

Beginning late January, we will have youth once a month and Messy Church in the early evening with our children. 
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“Loving God, Serving our Neighbor” 

8100 NW 23rd Street 

Oklahoma City OK 73127 

 

Church Staff   office@woccdoc.org 
 

Senior Minister: Rev. Daniel U’Ren        Associate Minister: Rev. Julia Jordan Gillett    

Music Director: Dr. Ronald Manning        Admin Assistant: Cindy Cannon     

Pianist: Rosa McCroskey      Sound Technician:  

Praise Band Leader: Ben Frantz      Custodian: Lawrence Johnson  

Praise Band: Cheyenne Pursley, Natalie Griffin,    Nursery Attendants: Janet Harper 

  Todd Newell, and Zach Jones 
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Giving 

$2,721 $30 12/12/2021 

$2,158 $55 12/5/2021 

*Online attendance taken from respective website reports of number of times the video is viewed on each website. 

We will be out of the office   

December 27 - 30 

We hope you have a Merry Christmas  
and a Wonderful New Year. 

In case of an emergency, you may call the church 
office. Daniel and Cindy will receive the message on 

their phones and call you back ASAP. 

Western Oaks was notified of 
the death of Frank Smithers, 
services have already been 
held.  Frank will be dearly 

missed.   


