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Hello Disciple friends- 

We have begun a new ministry of the Oklahoma Region.  It is The Oklahoma 
Commission on Refugee and Immigrant Ministry. (OCRIM) 

Out of concern for our brothers and sisters stranded on the border, fleeing for 
their lives and living in terrible conditions, we have added a ministry to the       
regional church.   

These individuals are almost all baptized Christians and so being, a part of the 
body of Christ - a part of our body.  The most desperate and largely affected are 
young women and children.  

In speaking to our own Disciple pastor in Los Fresnos, and having been on the 
border several times myself, it is the suffering of children that is the most heart-
breaking.  Children are going hungry, without medical care, without toys,      
housing, and clothing.  The children are basically going naked. 

It was acknowledging this need that I and others have heard a calling.  In 
Matthew 25 Jesus tells us among other righteous acts, “I was naked and you gave me clothing.”  Whatever it 
is we do to the least of these, we do also to the Lord. 

We have made one mission trip to the border with children’s clothing and needed feminine products.  The 
region collected items across the state as well as donations for bus tickets for families to be reunited.  We will 
be making more trips.  Our ministry at Southwest Good Samaritan Ministries is saving lives and restoring     
dignity and hope to untold numbers of people. 

It would be wonderful if your congregation will continue to collect for our next trip and prayerfully consider 
going on a mission to the border.  If you would like to be a part of OCRIM or would just like to get updates on 
mission activities please contact Reverend Mary Heath at revmaryheath@att.net 

Please pray for our brothers and sisters in need, and the ministries to them in the name of Jesus Christ. Thank 
you for your generous and loving hearts and meeting the needs of the youngest of God’s children. 
 

Here are current items that they desperately need to take with them on their next trip*: 

New or like new children’s clothing (all sizes)   Children’s shoes all sizes 

Boys and girls underwear (new only) all sizes   Feminine products 

    Monetary donations made to the region 

*Please note: These are the only items they have room to take on their vehicle to help these families. 

We officially celebrated Pastors Appreciation Sunday on 
October 13. Please remember that the entire month of  
October is set aside on church calendars for pastor          
appreciation.   If you missed the opportunity to write   
Daniel and Julia a note or express your appreciation to 
them, it’s not too late!  And once again from all of us to 
our devoted pastors, thank for all you do.   PRC  

mailto:revmaryheath@att.net


Children’s Sabbath 

These last 40 days we have been lifting up children 

in our church and around the world.  You know, 

we have some pretty amazing children and youth 

right here at Western Oaks Christian Church.  Not 

long ago the kids were having one of their special 

activities and I had an adult turn to me and ask, 

“Where did all these kids come from” and I re-

sponded they are our kids.  We may not see them 

every Sunday but when we do it is a blessing.    

Every Sunday when one of those kids come up and 

greet me it puts a smile on my face.  Sometimes I 

fear we have lost that notion of it takes a village to 

raise a child.  Even though at every baby dedica-

tion I try to remind everyone that it takes the 

whole church to raise a child.  It really doesn’t take 

much on our part, but here are a few ideas.  First, 

realize how important it is that children are here 

at church and let the child know in a sincere way 

you are glad they are here.  Offer kids praise. Show 

them they are cared for.  Tell them “good job”, “I 

know you can do this”, “you will make a great 

_____”, or “You are fun to have around”. 

Pause for a moment and consider our children in 

church.  When I say “our” I mean all the children in 

church are collectively the responsibility of every-

one in the congregation.  I feel the church is fuller 

with the sounds of joy, a joyful noise lifted up 

through the mouths of babes.  When children are 

welcomed into worship, I feel the presence of God 

more fully.  With children in our midst we are    

reminded that worship is not always about being 

quiet and sitting still but is about gathering to  

worship as a community, sharing smiles, tears, and 

laughter.  But I am also filled with hope when I see 

the children in worship, hope that if the congrega-

tion does their job right these children will be the 

church leaders someday. 

But I also know how difficult it can be, and I see 

the parents who are trying to raise their kids by 

themselves, and the grandparents so dedicated in 

giving the best opportunities to the grandchildren 

they are raising.  I see the single parents who can’t 

always make it to church because they might have 

to work a second job on Sundays.  I see the kids 

who are sitting in pews without mom or dad there 

to help them sound out the words to the hymns or 

to let them know when to stand or sit.  Or even to 

explain what those red books in front of them are 

and why there are envelopes and pens in the pew.  

But I also see the kids who light up when com-

munion comes around and they discover that 

even they are welcomed.  I see the children who 

are learning the message of God’s love and they 

hear, maybe the only time they hear, they are 

loved. 

I am so thankful for the giggles, the chattering  

baby, and the occasional cries that let me know 

there are children here learning about God.  But it 

also reminds me, we have so much to learn from 

them about how we do worship. 

 

“Train children in the right way, and when old, 

they will not stray.”  Proverbs 22:6 

 

Shalom, 

 



Monica Allen 10/12 

Kelli Fearing 10/13 

Jay Wagner 10/13 

Matthew Jewell 10/15 

Terry Spreier 10/18 

Joni Burch 10/19 

Scharlotte King 10/21 

Shirley Kitchens 10/21 

Hald Dawes 10/24 

Vera Ruffner 10/1 

Todd Newell 10/2 

Barbara Johnson 10/4 

Gay Teter 10/4 

Stephen Teter 10/7 

Katherine Jordan 10/9 

Kay Lehman 10/9 

Sandra Cook 10/10 

Taylor Simmons 10/11 

Steve Lairson 10/24 

Jerry Allen 10/25 

Marilyn Chalk 10/25 

Emily Gray 10/25 

Jane Maytubby 10/25 

Charlie Conner 10/28 

Janet Harper 10/29 

Lyeal Amos 10/31 

Stephanie U'Ren 10/31 

Many of the WOCC library books are 
finding a new home. This new home 
may be yours! Beginning this Sunday, 
we will have books from our library for 
you to look through on the tables in the 
fellowship area .  

Books that are left after a few weeks 
will be donated to Phillips Theological 
Seminary in Tulsa or to the OKC Metro 
Library System (as appropriate). 

Thank you so much to every-

one for all of the prayers, 

phone calls, cards, and texts of 

encouragement while my sister 

Shirley was recovering from a 

head injury. My church is definitely the best.  

God is Good!     Sandra Spillman 

Animal Blessing Worship:  We had several church members and guests worship together with their 

beloved pets.  Our pets are very much a part of our families and so near and dear to us, it is good to worship 
with them and to hear again how God has placed them into our lives as companions, and their unfailing love 
is reminiscent of God’s love for us.   

WOCC Work Day, sponsored by Property, continued efforts to 
cleanup and organize the grounds and building. Jane Maytubby, Janice       
Andrews, Jimmy Ille, Dana Andrews, George Lunsford, Justin Gamble, 
Ted Wagner, and his grandson, Jake, straightened and cleaned the  
Morgan building, removing dead bushes from the East property line 
outside the Sanctuary, and pruned limbs from the churchyard trees.  

A fine time was had by all. Thanks to those who contributed. 

On October 26th, we will be culling and pruning more on the East 
boundary. Starting time is 8:30 AM.  

Christmas decorating will be announced in the Oak Bridge, but it is usu-
ally the weekend before Advent begins. Come and have hot chocolate. 

Next Work Day is April 4th. All members and friends are invited to help 
keep the grounds and building attractive. 



October  2019 
 
15 Personnel Meeting 6:00pm 
 Admin Meeting 7:30pm 
20 Cabinet Meeting 12:15pm 
 Caring & Sharing Meeting 4:00pm 
 NO Youth Meeting 
22 Evangelism Committee 1:00pm 
23 Bridge for Fun 1:00pm 
       Caring and Sharing Meal 5:00pm 
24 PCW Football Meal 5:00pm 
26 Trunk or Treat 4:00pm 
27 STEWARDSHIP Campaign Ends 
 NO Youth Meeting 
 Worship Committee Meeting 12:30pm 
29 Elders Prayer Breakfast 7:30am 
 

“Loving God, Serving our Neighbor” 

8100 NW 23rd Street 

Oklahoma City OK 73127 

 

Church Staff 
 

Senior Minister: Rev. Daniel U’Ren     
Associate Minister: Rev. Julia Jordan Gillett    

Admin Assistant: Cindy Cannon    office@woccdoc.org 

Music Director: Dr. Ronald Manning     

Pianist: Rosa McCroskey  

Praise Band Leader: Ben Frantz  

Praise Band: Brett Hawk, Cheyenne Pursley, and Natalie Griffin  

Sound Technician: Alex Wilkinson  

Custodian: Lawrence Johnson  

Nursery Attendants: Shaylee White and Janet Harper 

  ATTENDANCE     

10/13 9 AM 38 11 AM 62 

10/6 9 AM 40 11 AM 69 

«Name» 

«Address» 

«City» 

 

GIVING  

10/1

3 
General $3,722.00 

Blessing 
Fund $25.00 

10/6 General $5,145.00 
Blessing  

Fund $25.00 


