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Needs & Wants 

The other day I saw a young lady sitting on the 
ground next to a clothing drop off site and at first it 
looked like she was sorting through the clothes. I 
noticed the bicycle nearby, realizing this was her 
mode of transportation and that her own clothes 
were torn and well worn, I realized she was careful-
ly looking for clothes.  I stopped to talk with her, 
asking how she was.  She broke down in tears, but 
told me she would be fine.  I assured her she could 
share if she wanted to do so.  I asked if she needed 
anything, expecting the usual request for money or 
food, which I would have gladly ran to get her food.  
She looked surprised and said nobody asks what she 
needs. 

With my children that is sometimes a hard lesson to 
learn, the difference between needs and wants.  I 
can’t help but chuckle internally when one of them 
comes up saying, “I need this new video game!” Or 
“I need this really expensive phone.”  I usually ask 
them to explain why they feel they “need” it and 
then respond to their explanation about wants vs. 
needs.  We all need things in our lives.  We need 
clean air to breathe.  We need food and water to 
drink.  These are just some of the things we need in 
life.  But when we are thirsty we may need water, 
but we might want a soda pop.  Sometimes we 
better understand the difference between needs 
and wants when we have experienced doing with-
out our wants and desires.  A want is just that, a de-
sire that we have for something that is not essential 
to us in the moment. 

At the church we have seen some instances when 
adults have not fully learned that concept either.  I 
have found myself having to remind myself that I 
can’t always get what I want and that I might have 
to live without that new saw or drill or some other 
thing because I really don’t need it right now even 
though I want it.  Or the newest and fanciest phone.  
Or the new car.  Then there are times when my 

wants and needs really come into focus when some-
one comes into the church with true needs.  This 
last week we had a couple instances of people com-
ing in saying they needed something.  Sometimes 
this can be a difficult thing to respond to adequate-
ly.  One individual came in saying they needed food, 
we shared with them the blessing box.  They did not 
want to use the blessing box which is stocked with 
food for people who are hungry.  We were willing to 
run to the grocery store to buy food that maybe 
they needed that was not in the box.  That is not 
what they wanted either.  We shared a number of 
resources to get them food if they needed it.  Turns 
out what they wanted was $50, but we don’t have 
cash to give out at the church so they left mad. 

Shortly after this person left another lady arrived at 
the church saying I don’t know where to go or what 
to do.  We listened to her story and her needs.  She 
needed a safe place to go.  She was needing more 
than shelter and Cindy spent the time going through 
all the available resources and helping to make the 
calls to get her the help she needed.  The young la-
dy’s mother met us at the church to make sure she 
made it safely to the shelter and insisted on giving a 
donation for the help we provided to her daughter.   

We don’t help because we expect anything in re-
turn, but because it is the right thing to do.  Some-
times though I feel people make it difficult for us to 
help when wants get confused with needs or when 
we can’t always provide assistance the way some-
one wants to be helped.  We all need love and com-
passion, and we try to always offer what assistance 
we can with love and compassion.  Maybe this week 
you can consider another person’s needs before 
your own wants.   

Acts 4:34-35 

Shalom, 

Daniel 



PC West Back to School Teacher Breakfast 

Because of the Delta variant of COVID 19 and the late summer surge of the disease, 

The Putnam City Schools Liaison subcommittee of the Outreach Department and our 

community partner, McDonald’s, once again successfully furnished a no-contact Back-

to-School breakfast on August 11 for PC West teachers, administrators, and support staff. By 7:30 a.m. we 

delivered an abundant number of Hot breakfast items (sausage biscuits and breakfast burritos along with 

oranges, breakfast bars, yogurt, and water.   We also provided hand sanitizer in bottled labeled “spread 

kindness, not germs.”  We thank the Santiago McDonald’s family for its generosity in donating half the hot 

breakfast items.   Thanks to our creative Cindy Cannon who designed a breakfast invitation to all teachers 

and staff which West’s principal, Dr. Memoli, e-mailed for us.    

Assisting us with communication and with breakfast set-up was our own Donella McCaskill who works at 

PC West, and we most appreciate her.   We also thank our fearless leader, Charlene Majetic, Outreach 

Chair, who shopped and helped set up, and our congregation whose generous pledges and donations al-

lowed us to purchase the bulk of the breakfast.   And, as always, we thank and appreciate Bob Melton and 

Dave Brown.  Finally, we are thankful that we can continue to build community and to serve our neigh-

bors, even in this time of the Delta variant of COVID-19 surge.   We hope and pray that next year we can all 

break out our recipes and our casserole dishes, don our aprons, and serve a full-contact 

breakfast with our treasured PC West Friends. 

 Fern Melton & Pat Brown  PC Schools Liaison Subcommittee 

Aidan U'Ren 9/5 

Kim Spillman 9/5 

Rosanne Rowe 9/11 

Bill Halpain 9/13 

Barbara Hudson 9/14 

JoAnn Goodner 9/15 

Wendy Wilkinson 9/16 

Tom Russell 9/17 

Darlene Bayliff 9/22 

Eunice Lassiter 9/29 



Western Oaks Christian Church 

 

An “unofficial” ACADEMY 
AWARD OSCAR was present-
ed to Daniel following his last 
summer Holywood sermon 
series.   

And, a request for more intri-
guing, motivating and chal-
lenging sermons in 2022. 

Thanks Daniel! 

Thanks to all who sent me Birthday cards. It is so much 

fun to get beautiful and funny cards & I go lots of them 

this year. I’m still liking it here and I’m walking around the 

courtyard every day. Diana, daughter, was here for a 

week and we enjoyed each other’s company a lot. I am 

truly blessed by having such a wonderful family and great church family, 

too. God bless all of you. 

Love, Verona 

 

Coming in October - Trunk or Treat.  We will 
hand out treats from decorated cars, but will 

not have games to play this year.  

Children Worship & Wonder began on Sunday, 
August 22nd!  We are grateful and thankful 
Wendy Wilkerson was the first story teller with 
our guest, Madeline and Robert (Gay & Steve 
Teter’s  grandchildren and Andrea Teter‘s niece 
& nephew) as well as Bailey.   
 

Josie, Georgia and Montana enjoyed Children 
Worship & Wonder on Sunday, August 29th. 

Chi Rho and CYF will have a second re-start on Sunday, September 12th at 11:10am.  We would love to have 
volunteers to do a light meal for our youth or to be a sponsor.  They are excited to be meeting and to do 
some service projects this fall.   

If you could help in anyway, please let Julia know at 405-821-0108. 

Congratulations JoAnn and George Goodner! They celebrated their 67th wedding 
anniversary with us on Sunday, August 29th by coming to church and Sunday 
school.  JoAnn and George plan to celebrate with their family in Hawaii later this 
year!  It is one of the few states they have not been too. 

& 



“Loving God, Serving our Neighbor” 
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Church Staff 
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Senior Minister: Rev. Daniel U’Ren     

Associate Minister: Rev. Julia Jordan Gillett    

Admin Assistant: Cindy Cannon     

Music Director: Dr. Ronald Manning     

Pianist: Rosa McCroskey  

Praise Band Leader: Ben Frantz  

Praise Band: Cheyenne Pursley, Natalie Griffin,      
Todd Newell, and Zach Jones 

Sound Technicians: David Gillett & James Frank 

Custodian: Lawrence Johnson  

Nursery Attendants: Shaylee White and Janet Harper 

«Name» 

«Address» 

«City» 

 

Sunday Morning Worship Schedule 

9 am Pre-recorded Worship  
 on Vimeo or Facebook 

10 am Worship 

10 am Worship Live broadcast  online 

11 am Zoom Fellowship 

  WORSHIP ATTENDANCE     

7/22/21 10 AM 57 Worship 

7/29/21 10 AM 46 Worship 

GIVING  

7/22/21 General $5,307.00 
Blessing  

Fund 
$55.00 

7/29/21 General $3,005.00 
Blessing  

Fund 
$30.00 


