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Fear & Love 
Joe Kittinger has set several world records in his 
lifetime. But 61 years ago today (August 16) he 
climbed aboard for a balloon ride that would test 
some of those records. He rose to 102,800 feet 
(31,330 miles) surpassing the altitude required to 
reach space.  Then he did something astounding. 
He took a leap of faith. He plummeted to Earth 
with just a parachute strapped to his back. Why 
would he do something like this? As an Air Force 
Pilot and veteran of Vietnam, he was testing high 
altitude bailouts for fighters.  Not only did he set a 
record for highest balloon ride, he also set a record 
for highest parachute jump, longest free fall and 
the fastest speed a human has reached without 
the aid of a vehicle (614 mph).  

Can you imagine the amount of faith that he had in 
the fabric tied to his back? The faith he placed in 
whoever packed the chute? As well as the faith he 
had in God to take such a leap in the hopes to dis-
cover scientific research that would benefit others. 
I am not going to do anything this remarkable and 
very few people will ever take such a leap in com-
parison. Still, sometimes our leaps of faith are 
small steps going forward into the unknown. Doing 
something not knowing what the results will be or 
how things will turn out can be scary.  However, 
taking that leap of faith can be exciting and re-
warding as new experiences are made.  

There are two emotions that typically drive every  

decision we make including leaps of faith. Those 
are fear and love. According to writer Jeanelle Ra-
badam, these two emotions are required for us to 
feel passionate about anything.  However, when 
we turn to scripture we read frequently the 
phrase, "do not be afraid." Messengers of God say 
it when people are startled, Jesus said it a time or 
two also. The thing to remember is that those 
statements are in recognition of our fear, not say-
ing we should not ever be afraid. However, it is a 
message of comfort reminding us of God's loving 
presence amidst that fear.  For God gives us love 
and self control (2 Timothy 1:7).   

We need to recognize those times that we do 
things because we are afraid and the reasons we 
do things out of love. For me, I recognize this the 
most in raising children. Both fear and love drives 
me daily when caring for them. Fear of what could 
happen, or what might not happen in their lives. 
But what I have learned from God is that I demon-
strate my love despite the fear, with hopes that a 
loving presence brings calm in their lives and over-
comes their own fears. 

I pray that you find that calm this week, and feel 
the loving presence of God to overcome and face 
your fears. 

Shalom, 

Daniel 

We are so sorry! 
The voicemail on the church phone system is not working correctly       
all of the time.  If you call and just get static, please contact us by 
email.  Daniel and Cindy will receive the email on their phones almost  
as soon as they receive the call. We will contact you by phone if you      
include your phone number in the message. Cox is working on the issue 
and we hope to have it resolved as soon as possible. 

 



Western Oaks Christian Church 
gratefully acknowledges  

the following memorial gifts. 

Karen, Shannon, & 
Hallie Garrison 

In memory Ed Garrison: 

Rhea Todd 8/18 

Verona Burke 8/18 

Mary Garrison 8/18 

Richard Wilkinson 8/20 

Andrea Teter 8/21 

Bob Melton 8/23 

David Gillett 8/23 

Linda Fortin 8/26 

John Pratt 8/1 

Ashley McConnell 8/3 

Matthew Wilkerson 8/7 

Ariel Isaacson 8/12 

T.J. Johnson 8/15 

Bill Droke 8/16 

Twila Ballard 8/16 

Masks will be required at all children and youth activities 

Pediatricians recommend masks be worn by children and adults because young children are not eligible for 

vaccination. Also evidence shows that vaccinated persons can carry and spread viruses related to COVID-19. 

Additional safety protocols will be in place. Of course, if your child, youth, or another immediate family 

member is ill, or if a member of your family has been in direct contact with a COVID positive individual, 

please stay at home. If you have any questions please contact Julia.  

I have missed the fellowship and the joy children bring to worship. I want our experiences going forward to 

be meaningful. I, and all persons involved in children and youth ministry at WOCC, will work to provide a 

safe environment to experience Christ.  

Pastor Julia Jordan Gillett 

Children and Youth Activities  
return Sunday August 22nd   

Children Worship and Wonder starts during the 10:00 

am worship service. 

Sunday School starts immediately following worship 

at 11:00 am 



PROMOTION  

SUNDAY BREAKFAST  

THANKS 

A big thank you goes to Sandra Cook and Kari Simmons who coordinated the food for the breakfast.  We 

also want to thank Jimmy Ille, Bob and Fern Melton and Mark Gillett for help in preparations of the food 

and set up of tables.   

Western Oaks Christian Church 

 

Janet Harper is our 
nursery attendant and 
has been with us for 5 

years!!!  She is wonder-
ful and welcoming to our 

children and families! 

Aanika Gillett and Jamie 
Joseph will be teaching 

Preschool this year. 

2nd to 5th grade 
class will be taught 

by Andrea Teter and 
Julia Jordan           

Gillett.   We hope to 
have a 3rd person as 

Julia will also be 
working with the 

youth. 

Adalie and Isla Har-
per are with Andrea 
and Alorah and Ade-
le Ross in the 2nd to 

5th grade class. 

Chi Rho this year will be Ja-
cob. Jaidan and Bailey, Ai-
dan and Liam.  Tobi Frank, 
Lissa Foster and Julia Jordan 
Gillett, and Andrea Teter 
will work with our youth 

CYF will have 2 seniors 
Mandie, David, James and 
Kadan Frank.  Time flies 
Mandie and David were in 
fifth grade the year Julia 
Jordan Gillett began      
ministry at  WOCC. 

When asked what is a 
favorite memory you 

have of Sunday 
school, Mandie said 

that she loved having 
Ms. Cook as her 

teacher in kindergar-
ten to 3rd grade!!! 

James Frank was 
working with the 
sound equipment 
as we had the Pro-
motion breakfast. 
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Church Staff  office@woccdoc.org 
 

Senior Minister: Rev. Daniel U’Ren     

Associate Minister: Rev. Julia Jordan Gillett    

Admin Assistant: Cindy Cannon     

Music Director: Dr. Ronald Manning     

Pianist: Rosa McCroskey  

Praise Band Leader: Ben Frantz  

Praise Band: Cheyenne Pursley, Natalie Griffin,      
Todd Newell, and Zach Jones 

Sound Technicians: David Gillett & James Frank 

Custodian: Lawrence Johnson  

Nursery Attendants: Shaylee White and Janet Harper 
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Sunday Morning Worship Schedule 

9 am Pre-recorded Worship  
 on Vimeo or Facebook 

10 am Worship 

10 am Worship Live broadcast  online 

11 am Zoom Fellowship 

  WORSHIP ATTENDANCE     

8/1/21 10 AM 50 Worship 

8/8/21 10 AM 48 Worship 

8/15/21 10 AM 67 Worship 

GIVING  

8/1/21 General $4,058.00 
Blessing  

Fund 
$85.00 

8/8/21 General $1,381.00 
Blessing  

Fund 
$30.00 

8/15/21 General $2,111.00 
Blessing  

Fund 
$30.00 


