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Thank You 
One thing that I have heard repeatedly this past 
year was, “we are living in unprecedented times.”  
Additionally, I heard several times, “we are cre-
ating a new normal.”  Out of these conversations 
emerged new commonalities of things we have 
never done before.  The whole world suddenly 
knew what Zoom was, and live streaming became 
normal activity for everyone.  So much had to 
change in a very short period, and as always, 
change is difficult for many to embrace.  In many 
ways, this was the most stressful year for many 
people.  It was not only stressful because of the 
changes, but diverse mindsets made everything a 
challenging task. 

WOCC is so lucky to have had outstanding leader-
ship in place to help us navigate these uncharted 
waters.  I am overwhelmed with gratitude for the 
dedication and leadership provided by Charlene 
Majetic as our Board Chair and the commitment of 
Gay Teter as our Vice Chair.  They worked way 
harder than anyone realizes to keep the team to-
gether and tirelessly poured their souls into the life 
of the church.  I am so thankful for Kay Jewell and 
her commitment as the chair of elders, keeping the 
congregation connected and reaching out in new 
ways.  She pushed the elders to maintain contact 
by calling, writing and reminding everyone we are 
one big happy family and we will get through this 
together.  I am so thankful for all of the elders who 
maintained that contact, as well as helped to rec-
ord prayers for online worship.  I have so much 
gratitude for Wendy Wilkinson as Treasurer and 
Linda Cobb as Assistant Treasurer for the long 
hours they put in, working way beyond the call of 
duty to help me navigate things like getting our 
Payroll Protection Plan loans forgiven.  These funds 
helped us to continue paying staff during these 
difficult times. 

I am thankful for Lissa Foster and the way she took 
on so much of the Deacon responsibilities as the 
Deacon chair, especially when we returned to in 
person worship.  She is always there to set out 
communion, light the candles and make sure eve-
rything is ready for worship. Then she cleans the 
pews after worship.  Along those lines, words do 
not suffice for the appreciation I have for Bob and 

Fern Melton who were at Drive In church every 
week helping to put out signs, then helping to set 
up or tear down.  I am very grateful for Rich Wil-
kinson for taking the time to learn the new set up 
for outdoor worship and giving his time to set all 
the technology up for me.  Kelli Fearing was a God-
send with the way she helped to track attendance 
and send heartfelt notes at worship.  She helped 
with crafts and other activities throughout the pan-
demic, helping children and adults to feel appreci-
ated.  During the pandemic and at the heart of 
online worship I was lost for decorating the sanctu-
ary, but Lynda Gervais brought a taste of elegance 
to everything she did.  I am so very thankful for her 
tremendous help. 

Not being able to meet made education difficult, 
and so I am thankful we had the leadership and 
direction in the education committee with Tobi 
Frank who helped Julia to keep those kids engaged 
with monthly bags of crafts, projects and activities.  
They, with the help of others, helped to continu-
ously remind our children they are important to us 
and they are loved.  Along those lines, Sandra Cook 
and Kari Simmons always came up with creative 
ways to remind the congregation they are all so 
important to us.   

I am so very thankful for Jim Ellis as the property 
chair, Tom Jewell as the stewardship chair, Andrea 
Teter as the secretary, Steve Lairson on Fellowship 
along with Kelli, Jane Maytubby as Chair of the Fi-
nancial committee along with Fern and Pat Brown, 
Rhea Todd as Chair of Personnel along with Rich 
Wilkinson and Mike Merry.  They all brought crea-
tivity to their positions in continuing the life of the 
church during the pandemic. 

Every person on leadership this past year faced 
challenges they never dreamed of. When they vol-
unteered for these positions, they did not have a 
clue what saying yes during a pandemic really en-
tailed.  Many of them had to make difficult choices.  
Often, decisions were made that none of us want-
ed to make, but we knew they were the right deci-
sions to make.  All of them encountered unmeasur-
able stress, and every single one of them put in 
more time than anyone else probably realizes, all 

Continued on page 2 



Lonnie Maytubby 7/12 

Jan Sills 7/12 

Lonny Nivin 7/13 

Marlene Word 7/13 

Brandy Barker 7/14 

Becky Buckley 7/17 

Deana Smith 7/18 

Georgia Pursley 7/20 

Lonnie Walker 7/23 

Josh Fearing 7/24 

Scharlotte King 7/25 

Judi McDown 7/26 

Ken Whitt 7/28 

Kari Simmons 7/28 

Julia  Gillett 7/2 

Nathan Ketola 7/2 

Linda Patzack 7/2 

Latricia Pratt 7/3 

Jacob Foster 7/5 

Jane Spreier 7/7 

Justin Gamble 7/8 

Kadan Frank 7/8 

Margo Thein 7/9 

Mason Sharp 7/10 

Howard Burch 7/10 

Bill Parker 7/11 

Lisa Sloan 7/11 

Revolving Art Show 
Be on the lookout for some new exhibits of art in 
the Narthex just outside the sanctuary.  We have 
some amazing artists at WOCC and we wanted to 
display some of their amazing talents.  These piec-
es are being loaned from their artist and we will 
display one painting for a couple weeks each.  First, 
we have a beautiful piece titled “The Wild One” 
painted by Virginia Johnson.  It is a beautiful 
painting of the Cimarron River.  Did you know that 
Cimarron is Spanish for “wild” or “untamed?”  That 
is where the painting gets its name.  Virginia began 
painting at the age of 16 with a set of oil paints 
that her father had preciously kept.  Her uncle was 
an artist in Paris before he was killed on the front 
in 1919. Virginia studied art in numerous locations, 

including France and the United States and         
received her Master’s degree in art from Central 
Missouri State Universi-
ty.  She also has taught 
French and German at 
various levels from        
elementary to the col-
lege level.  After retiring 
in 1999, she opened Gal-
lery One at the Paseo 
where you can see so 
much more of her amaz-
ing artwork.  Be on the 
watch for future artists 
on display at WOCC. 

Virginia Johnson with an 
acrylic, titled "The Blue 

Hour" based on Cormorant 
fishermen from China.  

out of their love for Western Oaks Christian Church.  
The year was filled with high emotions amidst tur-
moil. Each of them deserves our sincerest gratitude.  
The leadership team of Western Oaks Christian 
Church for this past year has earned my deepest re-
spect and love.  I am honored to have had them by 
my side in ministering to all of you during this time of 
crisis.  I hope that you will take time to demonstrate 
your gratitude for the countless things all of them 
did, mostly unseen, and yet, because of them, we are 
still strong in faith and in love for one another. 

This letter of appreciation does not, it can not, cap-
ture all that these and so many others did in the past 
year.  I am truly thankful for their dedication and the 

love they pour into Western Oaks Christian Church.  
They are volunteers, and what they do is out of their 
love for God and the church. I am thankful for all of 
you too!  I know all of you have deep love for the 
church and your continued love and support is recog-
nized and appreciated.  I am thankful for you.  This 
month, a new leadership team begins.  Many of the 
same people who served last year agreed to continue 
to serve this year along with some new individuals.  
Please help our leadership as best you can as we con-
tinue to be church, charting the way in 2021-2022 
and looking to the future serving God together. 

With deepest gratitude, 

Daniel 

Once again our amazing Outreach committee 
gains recognition in the Bethany Tribune for the 
amazing work done with mobile meals.  This 
program was originally spearheaded by Paul and 
Mary Pfeil 45 years ago.  Today, Charlene 
Majetic and others keep 
this ministry alive and well 
as we continue to provide 
meals to the homebound 
individuals throughout 
the community.   

As Pat Brown writes in the 
Bethany Tribune, “I know 
from my limited experi-
ence that this program does more than prepare 
and     deliver food.  Those who deliver the food 
also deliver contact with the community, a 
smile, and an attitude of caring.”  That is the 
heart of WOCC, we care for our neighbors. 

Meals on Wheels 



  WORSHIP ATTENDANCE     

7/4/21 10 AM 45 Worship 

7/11/21 10 AM 53 Worship 

GIVING  

7/4/21 General $5,244.00 
Blessing  

Fund 
$25.00 

7/11/21 General $2,125.00 
Blessing  

Fund 
$30.00 

 

Come join us!!

Friday, July 16th     6:30pm 

We are excited we are able to celebrate with everyone in 
the church our virtual VBS on creation.  We will eat pizza, 
Ice cream, have a story, and craft and a water games!! 

Please RSVP to Julia at 405-821-0108 or the church office at 405-789-8812 by Wednesday, July 14th for us 
to have enough pizza and pop sickles for everyone!! All are welcome to celebrate our kids and have pizza! 

Promotion Sunday August 15th! 

Join us for a special celebration as our children and youth  
are promoted to the next grade level in Sunday School. 

Western Oaks Christian Church 

 

River and Inara are doing the Virtual VBS from a far at their Grandparents in Florida.   
We can’t wait for the celebration on Friday!! 

 

Isla and Adalie are enjoying the Virtual VBS!!!  They can’t wait for the celebration this Friday!   All are welcome! 



“Loving God, Serving our Neighbor” 

8100 NW 23rd Street 

Oklahoma City OK 73127 

 

Church Staff 

office@woccdoc.org 
 

Senior Minister: Rev. Daniel U’Ren     

Associate Minister: Rev. Julia Jordan Gillett    

Admin Assistant: Cindy Cannon     

Music Director: Dr. Ronald Manning     

Pianist: Rosa McCroskey  

Praise Band Leader: Ben Frantz  

Praise Band: Cheyenne Pursley, Natalie Griffin,      
Todd Newell, and Zach Jones 

Sound Technicians: David Gillett & James Frank 

Custodian: Lawrence Johnson  

Nursery Attendants: Shaylee White and Janet Harper 

«Name» 

«Address» 

«City» 

 

Sunday Morning Worship Schedule 

9 am Pre-recorded Worship  
 on Vimeo or Facebook 

10 am Worship 

10 am Worship Live broadcast  online 

11 am Zoom Fellowship 

Western Oaks Christian Church 
gratefully acknowledges  

the following memorial gifts. 

Gay Teter 
Justin Gamble 
Sandra Cook 
Sally Burton 

Martha Stwodah 
Chrystal Telfian 
Cathy Routon 

Dave & Pat Brown 

In memory of Ed Garrison: 


