
June 30, 2020  
 405.789.8812  8100 NW 23rd Street   Oklahoma City, OK 73127  

Dear Church Family, 

The WOCC Administrative Committee met Sunday evening (6/21) to once again try to determine if the cur-
rent pandemic situation meets our established criteria for a re-opening of the church.  Unfortunately, the 
latest data of Covid-19 infection rate in Oklahoma is markedly worse than when we established criteria for 
re-opening back on May 31st.  As a result, Western Oaks Christian Church will not return to regular in-
person worship services in July as previously hoped.  The committee will re-assess the data at their next 
regularly scheduled meeting in late July.  If the Covid-19 infection rates manage to re-establish stability and 
decrease over the course of 14 consecutive days, as per CDC guidelines, then a re-opening of the church 
will be considered. 

In the meantime, DRIVE-IN CHURCH will at 10 AM each Sunday. Communion will not be served, but you are 
encouraged to Bring You Own Communion. The service is live-streamed and available through the church 
facebook page. 

The suspension of non-church activities will continue through July and will not re-start until after a decline 
or flat infection rate for the two weeks prior to an event date.   

The Administrative Committee also approved a proposal to allow funeral and memorial services to take 
place within the church on a case-by-case basis, subject to approval by the Administrative Committee and 
only if the services have no more than 50 attendees and if CDC guidelines for social distancing, personal 
protection and sanitation are observed. This is a modification of the proposal approved last month that 
allowed funerals and memorial services.  The change is necessitated because area funeral homes have yet 
to offer their services in churches.  This places the burden on our staff to prepare, arrange, conduct, moni-
tor, and clean up a potentially contaminated worship space.  The monitor bit is particularly problematic 
because one or two staff members are not able to conduct a service, respect the time of remembrance and 
grief, and simultaneously make sure people are maintaining social distance, wearing and practicing person-
al protection, and confining themselves to the east wing of the building. Funeral home staff members are 
able to conduct this kind of monitoring in their own gentle, and respectful ways.  We are especially cogni-
zant of the Covid-19 infections around the country that are linked to churches and funeral services. 

In other important news, The Congregation has overwhelmingly approved the slate of church officer and 
leaders recommended for service for the 2020-2021 leadership term that beginning July 1.  Thanks for par-
ticipating in this new online and mail-in process for the election.   

Finally, as the 2019-2020 leadership term comes to an end, I want to thank all of the people who have 
served in leadership positions this past year.  The hard work of volunteer positions in our church in con-
junction with the efforts of our excellent staff members is what allows our church programs to occur and 
makes us a continuing and dynamic force in this neighborhood.  Even in the age of Covid-19, our presence 
within the community continues to flourish, inspire, and serve. I want to thank all of you for your support 
over the last 20 months as I had the honor to serve as Chair of the Congregation.  Please welcome Char-
lene Majetic as she starts her term as Chair. 

Bob Melton 

In the new life that God has for you, others will see what Jesus is like.   
This will happen as the Divine is expressed through our attitudes and actions. 



The Holy Spirit is Moving 
This last Sunday I was reminded of Pentecost and 
the way the Holy Spirit arrive like a rush of a violent 
wind as the wind blew around us at Drive-in 
Church.  It is nice to be able to see the smiling faces 
of those who attend, even the random jogger run-
ning through the field or the person trying to cut 
through the parking lot to avoid the red light.  It is a 
joy to be together, even as we continue to physical-
ly distance ourselves.  I also enjoy going back to 
read people’s comments on Facebook from those 
who connected through digital means.  I continue 
to pray for your health and wellbeing as we contin-
ue to endure these unusual circumstances that are 
now a part of our life.   

As we continue to see outbreaks of positive cases 
with the Coronavirus across the state and even in 
Oklahoma County we will do all we can to maintain 
safe worship environments.  Recently the OKC/
County Health Department released that significant 

outbreaks have occurred due to places of worship 
returning too soon.  Therefore, we continue to 
offer online worship opportunities and Drive-in 
Church.   

The Regional Church of Oklahoma is also making 
similar changes as the board meets virtually to vote 
on amendments allowing the business of the Re-
gional Assembly to take place virtually as well.  
Summer camps all went digital to connect youth 
with the church camps.  Recently, we elected our 
new slate of officers for Western Oaks Christian 
Church virtually and through mail.  The work of the 
church continues to move forward as we quickly 
learn how to stay connected.  The Holy Spirit is in-
deed moving through Western Oaks Christian 
Church. 

Blessings of shalom, 

 

Becky Buckley 7/17 

Deana Smith 7/18 

Georgia Pursley 7/20 

Lonnie Walker 7/23 

Josh Fearing 7/24 

Scharlotte King 7/25 

Judi McDown 7/26 

Kari Simmons 7/28 

Linda Patzack 7/2 

Julia Jordan Gillett 7/2 

Latricia Pratt 7/3 

Jacob Foster 7/5 

Jane Spreier 7/7 

Justin Gamble 7/8 

Kadan Frank 7/8 

Margo Thein 7/9 

Mason Sharp 7/10 

Howard Burch 7/10 

Bill Parker 7/11 

Lisa Sloan 7/11 

Lonnie Maytubby 7/12 

Jan Sills 7/12 

Lonny Nivin 7/13 

Marlene Word 7/13 

Brandy Barker 7/14 

This last week I spent long hours participating in my latest class.  This too was a virtual classroom spent in 
front of a computer.  As I attended daily chapel services I experienced what worship is like for those who wor-
ship electronically.  This class had some interesting books to read, some very recent books pertaining to lead-
ership as well as some older books.  We also read the novel “The Good Lord Bird” by 
James McBride which seemed to be very relevant to today even though it was set in a 
time before the Civil War.  I still have papers to write for the class but it was indeed 
very good to connect with colleagues and fellow students from across the nation and 
listening to various points of views. 

Daniel 



Virtual VBS for WOCC 2020 

Western Oaks Christian Church 

 

WOCC will be able to access the Oklahoma Region’s Virtual VBS July 7-10. Pastor Julia will contact you with 
the times the Virtual VBS is available.  You will be able access the Virtual VBS through the end of July. 

In consideration of the COVID 19 Pandemic, the Oklahoma Region of the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) 
is offering a virtual Vacation Bible School that will be open to all the churches to use this summer. There are 
four churches serving on the VBS task force. Kelli Fearing and I are representing Western Oaks Christian 
Church by providing the ideas for the crafts portion of the four day VBS. 

 During the week of July 6th you can pick up the packets which include materials for the crafts, science, story, 
and worship elements at WOCC.  Julia will text each of you with the times the church will be open. She will 
deliver packets to those unable to get to the church. 

Thanks Kelli Fearing for spear heading our crafts and to Jodie Conner, Aanika Gillett, Fern Melton and        
Wendy Wilkinson for packing the craft packets!! 

Father s Day Packets Delivered   
 

Families in our church with children, grandchildren and/or nieces and neph-

ews received packets with crafts designed by Kelli Fearing and puzzles and col-
oring sheets that emphasized Father’s Day. This is a nice way to keep in touch 
with our families. The next packets will be delivered in early July and will pro-
vide the materials necessary for Virtual VBS.  



“Loving God, Serving our Neighbor” 

8100 NW 23rd Street 

Oklahoma City OK 73127 

 

Church Staff 
 

Senior Minister: Rev. Daniel U’Ren      

Associate Minister: Rev. Julia Jordan Gillett    

Admin Assistant: Cindy Cannon    office@woccdoc.org 

Music Director: Dr. Ronald Manning     

Pianist: Rosa McCroskey  

Praise Band Leader: Ben Frantz  

Praise Band: Cheyenne Pursley, Natalie Griffin, Todd Newell, 
and Zach Jones 

Sound Technicians: David Gillett & James Frank 

Custodian: Lawrence Johnson  

Nursery Attendants: Shaylee White and Janet Harper 

«Name» 

«Address» 

«City» 

 

Everyone entering the 
church building is required 
to sign in and have their 
temperature taken.  There 
is a forehead thermometer 
at the sign in table.   

You must use the hand sanitizer provided be-
fore taking your own temperature and record-
ing the results.  Anyone running a fever over 
100° is asked not to enter the building and 
contact the church office or pastor as well as 
your family physician. 

Sunday Morning Worship Schedule 

9 am Worship on Vimeo or  Facebook 

10 am Drive in church 

10 am Worship Live broadcast  online 

11 am Zoom Fellowship 

  ATTENDANCE     

6/21/20 9 AM 22 Cars 15 

6/28/20 9 AM 25 Cars 17 

GIVING  

June 2020 Total Giving $15,788  

CWF will not meet in the month of July.  


