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There will be days like this… 
Do you remember that old song originally per-
formed by “The Shirelles” titled “Mama Said?”  This 
was a catchy tune from 1961 with a chorus of 
“mama said there will be days like this.”  This phrase 
has gone through my head several times over the 
years, only with a slightly different spin.  Usually it 
goes something like, “Seminary never said there 
would be days like this.”  Or “This was never covered 
in a seminary class.”  Usually those come up when I 
have found myself fixing a toilet at the church, or 
digging a trench to put in a French drain to correct a 
flooding problem.  

 This song was going through my mind on Sunday as 
I was contemplating the multitasking taking place in 
the pulpit these days.  Due to the current 
livestreaming set up for those in the congregation 
who continue to worship online, I am running sever-
al programs from my laptop while preaching.  Some-
times I mess up.  Several have told me things are 
running smoothly, but I am well away of the mis-
takes I make or the various tech issues that can 
come up periodically. I know people at home may 
notice these more than people in the sanctuary, and 
so I have continued to produce a pre-recorded ver-
sion of worship in case there is a problem with audio 
on Sunday or the Wi-Fi goes out.  

I greatly appreciate the support I receive from 
you.  The affirmations and the encouragement.  It is 
a real blessing, because my momma always said I 
was always harder on myself than anyone else could 
be.  So, please have patience when you notice a 
glitch, or the slides don’t get advanced right away.  I 
am just thankful that we are all together in the sanc-
tuary.   

I am also grateful for all the hard work of the wor-
ship staff and how accommodating everyone is be-
ing while we work together to blend the two ser-
vices for the time being.  Change like this can be 
difficult to experience but we have a great staff here 
at Western Oaks who are doing a fantastic job.  I 
hope you will take a moment in the coming weeks to 
offer a word of thanks to all of them as they create a 
meaningful time of worship while taking into consid-
eration the diverse feedback received. 

Yes, there will be days like these when you are 
thankful for the wonderful people who surround you 
with love. 
 

Thank you, 

Daniel 

Do you have an outdated Leadership Binder 
on a shelf at your house?  

We are missing lots of blue or white, 1” binders that 
we would like to reuse next year.   

Just bring the notebook and we 
will destroy the inserts for you.  

You can drop them in the basket 
in the Narthex on Sunday or by 
the church office during the 
week. 

Thanks so much for taking the time to look around the 
house and bringing them back to the church.  



Richard Ferguson had a great 
time at Discovery Camp.   

David was doing the Ropes Course 

with his group, a wonderful group 

building activity!   

Can you find our campers? 

James and David made 

candles Tuesday. 

We ate and had our keynote addresses under the tent, which was 

actually a great place!! We had plenty of shade and wind!! 

Worship on Wednesday 

was done in stations. 

You can see the campfire at 

the worship center as we 

walked by the lake. 

James is playing carpet ball with Rev. Bill Hemm 
the minister at Forest Park near Tulsa.  

(The carpet ball tables were built by Troop 15 
and WOCC for David’s Eagle Project in 2019) 

CYF Conference final worship.  We set in small groups for social distancing.  

We are thankful Daniel led 
the second and third grade 

children in a great first        
experience at camp! 

Liam arriving at camp. 



Western Oaks Christian Church 

 

 

Promotion Sunday August 15th! 

Join us for a special celebration as our children and youth  
are promoted to the next grade level in Sunday School. 

Friday, July 16th @ 6:30pm 

We are excited we are able to celebrate together our virtual VBS on creation.   

We will eat pizza, have cotton candy, a story and craft and a water slide!! 

Come join us!! 

Please RSVP to Julia at 405-821-0108 or the church office at 405-789-8812 by Wednesday, July 14th for us 

to have enough pizza and pop sickles for everyone!! 

Returning to Church Camp as Oklahoma Disciples 

I can’t express the excitement/wonder of going to camp this year.  It is wonderful to be at Central Oklaho-

ma Camp and as one of the youth in my group said, “feel the spiritual connection to God and creation.”  

Yet, all were apprehensive about having to wear a mask when we were in our total group and doing so 

many activities only with our small group!  At previous camps, the youth would eat with their friends, sit 

with friends at worship and pick their own cabin bunks.  COVID changed that and THIS YEAR WE ATE WITH 

OUR SMALL GROUP, SAT WITH THEM AT WORSHIP, AND WERE IN THE CABIN WITH THEM.   

What we found is that the small groups got much closer and were ready to share by the second day of 

camp.  After meals there was time to “hang out” with other campers at the hammocks, and play GAGA ball 

or 9 square in the air (if campers were masked). 

Geoff Brewster, a minister who spoke about the theme for each day of camp, made the first keynote, ”we 

get out of camp what we put into our experience.”  I feel the challenge was heard and each small group as 

well as the total camp stepped out in faith and had a great experience.” 

Church camp is an honored and valuable tradition and a place we choose to be with other Christians to   

experience our faith. The church is strongest when our young members learn and experience the joy of  

fellowship. I pray church camp continues and grows – ensuring our future.    

Rev. Julia        
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Senior Minister: Rev. Daniel U’Ren     

Associate Minister: Rev. Julia Jordan Gillett    

Admin Assistant: Cindy Cannon     

Music Director: Dr. Ronald Manning     

Pianist: Rosa McCroskey  

Praise Band Leader: Ben Frantz  

Praise Band: Cheyenne Pursley, Natalie Griffin,      
Todd Newell, and Zach Jones 

Sound Technicians: David Gillett & James Frank 

Custodian: Lawrence Johnson  

Nursery Attendants: Shaylee White and Janet Harper 
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Sunday Morning Worship Schedule 

9 am Pre-recorded Worship  
 on Vimeo or Facebook 

10 am Worship 

10 am Worship Live broadcast  online 

11 am Zoom Fellowship 

Western Oaks Christian Church 
gratefully acknowledges  

the following memorial gifts. 

In memory of Vernon Cook: 
Dale & Carolyn Knowles 

 

In memory of Linda Bass: 
Debbie Clary 

  WORSHIP ATTENDANCE     

6/20/21 10 AM 49 Worship 

6/27/21 10 AM 43 Worship 

GIVING  

6/20/21 General $3,117.00 
Blessing 

Fund $55.00 

6/27/21 General $2,076.00 
Blessing  

Fund 
$85.00 


