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Some Good News
Once again it feels like the news is so full of the tragedies in the world that a person can feel stressed out
and overwhelmed. Sometimes hearing about the
same tragedy and seeing it repeatedly in the media
can create a similar stress response in an individual
compared to someone who experienced the tragedy
first hand. Sometimes we don’t even realize the impact of the media sources streaming before us. These
things can affect us emotionally, and can influence
how we respond to other things in our lives. Sometimes it is like we need to detoxify our lives with a
dose of good news, and focus on things that can be
considered happy. That is one of the reasons I love
Holy Humor Sunday. It is a reminder for us to take
time to laugh and not take ourselves too seriously .
We need opportunities to truly be glad, and to be
able to remember God is indeed good.

So here is some good news:
An Amazon driver delivered their most valuable package ever. A grandmother with Alzheimer’s was discovered wandering the street lost and thanks to a
medical alert bracelet was able to drive her home. ~
In 1983 an 11 year old boy saw homeless people on
the local news and decided to not just pray for them,
but to do something. He told his parents he wanted
to give his own pillow and blanket to the homeless
person he saw on the news. Soon, he had given all
the blankets from their home and started going door
to door asking for blankets. Later, he and his parents
would open a 33 room homeless shelter called Trevor’s Place. ~ More recently, a 9 year old was helping
out at a local animal shelter and was surprised to discover the pets had no toys to play with. He went
home and set up a lemonade stand. He donated everything he earned from the lemonade stand to the
shelter and to date has donate $1,950. ~ In another
story I heard about a stray dog who provided comfort
to U.S. soldiers deployed to Kosovo. One day the dog
went missing and the troop made it their mission to
find and rescue their four legged friend Duke. Now,
Duke is getting a trip out of an area of conflict and is
coming to the U.S.
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In more good news, two years ago Rev. Mary Heath,
chair of the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) in
Oklahoma’s Refugee and Immigration Ministries
received a call to see if we were ready to receive a
family seeking asylum. Later that day the Kasongo
family arrived in Oklahoma after a long and perilous
journey going from the Congo, to South America.
Then their journey north began until they crossed the
border into the United States, being stopped and
detained without a sponsor. The Christian Church
became that sponsor and together we have learned
so much about the process. For the next 2 years the
family was unable to legally work, unable to provide
for themselves and were entirely reliant on others as
they tried to go through the legal process seeking
asylum status. Based upon legal changes of the immigration process around 2019 these children would be
technically labeled as criminals. The process to be
granted asylum is long and tedious, estimating it
could take 5 years for a family to receive status. Their
attorney was recently able to expedite the process
and to everyone’s surprise, the judge allowed this
and granted the family asylum status last week.
Thanks to you, Western Oaks Christian Church among
other congregations in Oklahoma have helped to support this family, paying their rent several times and
providing for their needs. Now, Mr. Kasongo is legally
able to work and do what he has desperately wanted
to do, to find employment so that he can provide for
his family.
When we do more than pray, and we take time to
make a difference in someone’s life, then we see
God’s love and grace active in the world around us.
There is no greater good news than that, God’s love
active in the world around us. May you experience
love and joy this week.
Blessings,

Daniel
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2022 Easter Activities at WOCC

CORRECTION: In the April 12, 2022
OakBridge article of thanks for the
gifts from WOCC to the PC West
Band Boosters it was incorrectly
stated that the gifts of quilts were
from CWF instead of the DWF.
We sincerely apologize for this
mistake.

JOIN US OUTDOORS UNDER THE COVERED PORCH
as we come together with FELLOWSHIP, FOOD, AND FUN on
Sunday, May 1 at 6:00! Since this is our first dinner in a very long
time we ask that you “Register “by signing one of the clip boards in
the foyers OR call the church office at (405)789-8812.
Along with food, we will have skits and songs as we prepare the
Children and Youth for Summer Camp! We will announce the
winning bidders of our Silent Auctions and two more baskets will
be auctioned off LIVE by our own Awesome Auctioneer Jimmy Ille.
The funds raised will go to help our children going to camp!
WE HOPE TO SEE YOU THERE!!!!

Test monitors are needed for Hillsdale Elementary between April 20 and May17
from 8am to 12:30. If you have time to be in a class of elementary kids while they
take their exams please let the school right away..
Those interested should contact Ashlee Bluitt, Counselor at Hillsdale 405-819-7377
or go to abluitt@putnamcityschools.org
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SUMMER CAMP DATES
Chi Rho Camp - June 6-10 @ Oakridge Camp - $325
Discovery Camp - June 17-19 @ Central OK Camp - $205
Junior Camp - June 20-24 @ Camp Christian - Cost: $210
CYF Conference - June 20-24 @ Central OK Camp - $325
This is the last week to Register!
https://okdisciples.org/connect/families-and-youth/

Western Oaks Christian Church

Easter Egg Fun at WOCC
A big thank you to all who helped with the Easter Egg Hunt: Jimmy Ille and Charlie Conner for moving
traffic, for Kelli Fearing - craft director, as well as Fern Melton, Jan Sills, Kari Simmons and Reeca Young-craft
helpers, Jamie Joseph Mattox and Aanika Gillett game leaders, and thanks to Aidan U’Ren for music setup.
A big thanks to those who hurried to put out eggs for our five age divisions: Jerry Cobb, Monica, William,
Samuel, and Layla Compton, Mandie Howery, Jimmy Ille, Jacob Sills, Mark Gillett, Stephanie, Aidan, and Liam
U’Ren and Darla Ures. We even had a few last minute helpers from the community around our church!!
Thanks to Charlene Majectic and Tobi, James and Kadan Frank for preparing the yummy hot dogs and serving them with water and chips. Thanks to everyone who stuffed countless eggs with candy, money, and special toys. The kids loved all of the eggs.
The day was cold! Yet, everyone had a great time of fellowshipping together and watching all the eager children who hunted eggs, did crafts, games and ate a delicious hot dog!!
May the six weeks of Easter tide bring you joy and renewal as we work together in the months to come.
Christ is Risen, Christ is Risen Indeed!!

Pastor Julia

Vacation Bible School Preparation
Volunteers, please join us for a brief meeting on Sunday, May 8th
at the beginning of Sunday School. You are also welcome to
come on Thursday, May 12th at 6:30p.m. at the church. We will
discuss the questions and ask for supply list. Thank you ahead of
time for your participation!

Vacation Bible School
June 6th Monday
to
th
June 9 Thursday
We will begin dinner outside at
5:45p.m.

Messy Church Returns!!
Sunday, May 1st at 5 p.m., right before the fellowship dinner. Join
us for fun and fellowship! We will have a story and activities centered on early Christians who had to meet in secret and use symbols to know who
else was a Christian.
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Church Staff
Senior Minister: Rev. Daniel U’Ren
Music Director: Dr. Ronald Manning
Pianist: Rosa McCroskey
Praise Band Leader: Ben Frantz
Praise Band: Natalie Griffin and Zach Jones

Associate Minister: Rev. Julia Jordan Gillett
Admin Assistant: Cindy Cannon
Sound Technician:
Custodian: Lawrence Johnson
Nursery Attendant: Janet Harper
office@woccdoc.org
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YouTube
Daniel's
Facebook
Live

Facebook
Live
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Vimeo Live

Attendance

$1,110
$6,697

$30
$35

*Online attendance taken from respective website reports of number of times the video is viewed on each website.
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