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Our CWF group was elated to hear we were awarded a $1000 grant from the Oklahoma     
Disciples Foundation!  We requested the funding to purchase fabric for the quilts we furnish 
Citizens Caring for Children.  Whenever social distancing is over and the coronavirus is dead 
and gone, we will purchase fabric and continue sewing quilts for these children. 

We have been blessed with a source that donates denim jeans.  This source has had fewer 
and fewer to give.  We would appreciate donations of denim jeans or denim fabric.  We use 
denim with the cotton fabric for the quilt tops.   

We are not meeting on Tuesdays at this time due to the coronavirus, but will once again meet 
and sew whenever possible.  Prayers that everyone stays well. 

Betty Singleton 

Update from our Pastor: I am still working from the church and check the mail daily when I come 
in.  If you call the church and do not get an answer, please leave a  message and those messages will 
go straight to Cindy and Daniel.   

Also, if you are not getting the email messages from the church with weekly devotions or announce-
ments then we may not have your email address or we might not have your email address correctly 
inputted into the membership database.  Please contact the church to update your information so 
you can stay connected.   

Worship services are online and stored at the Western Oaks Christian Church’s Vimeo channel and 
you can watch by going here https://vimeo.com/channels/1549424 On Easter 
Sunday we also had a Facebook watch party that allowed people to watch to-
gether and comment.  We had over 300 total views between those who 
watched on Facebook and Vimeo! 

Blessings to you! 

Daniel 



The Tomb is Empty 
On Sunday morning, I had so much on my mind as I 
approached the church.  Though this was my usual 
routine, this Sunday was different. It was Easter 
Sunday and a dark, miserable, rain was steadily  
falling along with a chill in the air.  I pondered the 
sunrise service that would not be.  The clouds 
would have hidden the rising sun.  Everything 
seemed so quiet, even the birds had hushed their 
usual beautiful melody.  I unlocked my office and 
started making my rounds through the church.  I 
entered into the sanctuary, looking around and 
then the emptiness hit me.  Then I wondered about 
the ladies who were first to arrive at the tomb of 
Jesus so long ago.  What must it have been like for 
them to approach the tomb. They walked there 
alone.  No celebration.  No joy.  Only coming out of 
respect and duty to care for the body of a beloved 
friend, child, teacher, Rabbi.  But then, arriving to 
discover the tomb was empty.  EMPTY!  

The tomb was empty.  The sanctuary was empty.  
And yet, even though the tomb was empty, inside 
that tomb was a powerful message.  One of love.   
A message of God’s eternal grace.  The tomb was 

not truly empty because it was filled with a 
message of hope.  This message of hope found 
through the resurrection was carried by the 
women who were at the tomb that first Easter 
morning after the stone was rolled away.   
That message of hope is still there for us      
today.  Even as I stood in the empty sanctuary 
on Easter morning, remembering an empty 
tomb, I am reminded the sanctuary is not 
empty.  It is full of love, memories, and grace.  
I miss all of you being here to experience this 
with me, but I pray that you remain safe and 
healthy.  Remember, God is with you.      

Remember also the words found in Matthew 
28:20 when Jesus told the disciples, “And re-
member, I am with you always, to the end of 
the age.” 

May you be blessed and I pray you remain safe 
and healthy. 

Shalom, 

 

Jenna Droke 4/22 

Sandra Spillman 4/25 

Donna Nevel 4/25 

Sebastian Digby 4/27 

Marge Evans 4/5 

Margaret Blackerby 4/5 

Dean Lunsford 4/6 

Rita Norris 4/14 

Mike Fadum 4/17 

Lissa Foster 4/19 

Chandler Sills 4/19 

Tina Bayliff 4/21 

Tyler Bradley 4/21 

Max Patzack 4/22 

I am so grateful for all the staff who are finding ways to work remotely and 
stay connected with the congregation. I am thankful for all they do! 

Thank you to Rev. Julia for distributing the Easter eggs that had been filled for 
our annual Easter Egg Hunt to the various church families.  Many families 
were able to have their own egg hunts at home with the eggs. 

Thank you to everyone for sending cards.  It is wonderful to see the various 
ways people are staying connected with one another. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Images of health care workers adorned the iconic Christ the Redeemer statue in Brazil during an Easter Sun-
day tribute to doctors and nurses amid the global coronavirus crisis. 

Depictions of medical workers and messages of hope in several languages were projected onto the 125-foot-
tall statue atop Corcovado mountain in Rio de Janiero, stunning photos show. 

“Stay at home,” one message read on the massive statue’s arm alongside a smiling nurse. 

At another point during the tribute, the statue was decorated as a doctor, complete with stethoscope and lab 
coat. 

Nurses, doctors and various health workers are our heroes right now.  Keep them in your prayers.  

ShelbyNext Giving is Here! Have you ever wanted to give during a worship service, but forgot your 

checkbook or were out of cash? Or maybe you are at home, wishing there was a way to donate to the church. 
Now, with our new church membership program ShelbyNext, you can!  Anytime. Anywhere.  

Members and Friends of Western Oaks Christian Church, with ShelbyNext credentials can login to ShelbyNext, 
with either a computer or smartphone.  

To give from your computer:  

1. Login to ShelbyNext  

2. Click on “My Giving” in the left column  

3. Click “Give Now!”  

4. Click “Sign In” to set up or access your previously set up payment method  

5. Complete the “Give Now” form  

 

To give from your smartphone:  

1. Login to ShelbyNext  

2. Click the "Give" blue bar  

3. Enter your donation amount  

4. Set up or select your payment method  

5. Select the fund for your contribution 

6. Choose "one time gift" or set up a gift to be regularly given 

 

Setting up "Text to Give" from your smartphone:  

1. Text the word "tithe" to the number (405) 347-8812.  

2. Click the link  

3. Select a fund and amount  

4. Set up your payment method  

5. Submit  



“Loving God, Serving our Neighbor” 

8100 NW 23rd Street 

Oklahoma City OK 73127 

 

Church Staff 
 

Senior Minister: Rev. Daniel U’Ren     

Associate Minister: Rev. Julia Jordan Gillett    

Admin Assistant: Cindy Cannon    office@woccdoc.org 

Music Director: Dr. Ronald Manning     

Pianist: Rosa McCroskey  

Praise Band Leader: Ben Frantz  

Praise Band: Cheyenne Pursley, Natalie Griffin, Todd Newell, 
and Zach Jones 

Sound Technicians: David Gillett & James Frank 

Custodian: Lawrence Johnson  

Nursery Attendants: Shaylee White and Janet Harper 
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