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March 15, 2022 

This week many people will be celebrating St. Pat-
rick’s day and I recently read an article explaining 
one reason this particular holiday gained so much 
fame. This the day memorializing the death of      
Maewyn Succat, who later became known as St. 
Patrick, typically falls right in the middle of Lent.  
Lent, as you recall, is a time for fasting and avoiding 
certain things that distract us from God.  However, 
St. Patrick’s Day is a day for feasting and imbibing. A 
day to celebrate and so is a welcomed break from 
Lent.  However, the day is more than a day to wear 
green and buttons that say “kiss me, I’m Irish.”  In 
fact, the color associated with St. Patrick actually is 
not even green, but blue.  Technically, there is a “St. 
Patrick blue” that is something more like a sky blue 
of the heavens as opposed to the green of the lush 
grass in Ireland.  The idea of wearing green actually 
came from Irish immigrants who came to America in 
droves escaping a famine.  Many of these immi-
grants wore green to symbolize national pride for 
where they came from, and then soon everyone 
was wearing green and claiming a wee bit of Irish 
heritage. 

However, there are some amazing stories about the 
man and legend that we know to be St. Patrick.  One 
of the most popular legends is the shamrock, a 
three-leaf clover that is said to have been used to 
teach people about the Trinity.  Just as it has 3 
leaves and is one plant, so too is there God, Jesus 
and the Holy Spirit, three in one.  You see, Patrick 
had a way of using common things to share the sto-
ry of the Good News with the Celtic people.  He did 
not make the same mistakes as previous missionar-
ies who demanded people change and set aside 
their beliefs, traditions and customs and do as the 
missionary told them.  Instead, Patrick used their 
culture, their traditions, and he wove them together 
with the stories of Christianity.  He was familiar with 
their traditions because at a young age he was sto-
len from his parents and sold into slavery in Ireland.   

He later escaped, became a priest, and then did the 
unthinkable.  He returned to his oppressors to teach 
them about the love and grace of God.   

Anyone who knows me, can probably guess which is 
my favorite miracle of Patrick.  The legend about 
him driving out all the snakes, sending them into the 
depths of the sea. But, there is so much more we 
can learn from St. Patrick.  The way that he con-
fronted a people who lived by violence and ideals of 
might equals right, but instead showed them a 
different kind of strength found through God.  He 
went to his oppressors, people some would have 
called enemies, and taught them about God’s peace 
and love.  But we can also learn from his persever-
ance to face these obstacle with his faith in God that 
they would too come to believe in a compassionate 
God. I pray today a St. Patrick prayer: 

I gird myself today, 

With the strength of God, 

With God’s might to uphold me, 

God’s wisdom to guide me, 

God’s eye to look before me,  

God’s ear to hear for me, 

God’s words to speak for me, 

God’s hand to guard me, 

God’s way to lie before me, 

God’s shield to protect me, 

God’s host to save me, 

From all who might harm me, 

Both near and far, One or many. 

And I pray the same for you. 

Remember the Irish saying, life is like a cup of tea, it 
is all about what you put in it and how you make it. 

Blessings, 

Daniel  
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Blanket Sunday - March 20 When difficult times happen, a kind and loving response 
can make all the difference. That’s why the CWS Blankets program was created—to 
give a kind, loving and tangible response to someone facing a difficult time, reminding 
them that they are not alone. 

Through the generosity of CWS partner organizations, congregations and individual 
supporters, our most vulnerable neighbors around the world can feel safe and keep 
warm with fresh linens and clean sleeping quarters. 

When our neighbors are in need, even $10 for a single blanket goes a long way. 

We have had several people ask about how  we can help the 
Ukrainian refugees. Please look at the following 
websites for      information on Disciples helping 
Ukraine: 

Here is a link to the alert being uplifted by our 
ecumenical partners with Church World Service: 
https://cwsglobal.org/appeals/ukraine-crisis-
response-fund/. 

This link is the donation response alert for inter-
national assistance through WOC: https://
www.weekofcompassion.org/stories/responding-in-ukraine. 

Mandie Howry 3/17 

James Frank 3/17 

Dianne Beck 3/18 

David Schroeder 3/21 

Phillip Young 3/25 

Edward Hill 3/25 

Elizabeth Gray 3/27 

Marilyn Storm 3/27 

Duane Wood 3/29 

Jack Graham 3/16 

The Outreach Sub-Committee – Liaison for PC Schools – continues its work to support 
our neighboring NW 23rd Street schools. 

The members of Christian Women’s Fellowship (CWF) and Disciples Women’s Fellowship (DWF) 
rallied to assist the PC West Band Boosters club for its Chili Dinner fundraiser on February 26. 
The CWF donated all materials for two lap quilts to be placed in the Booster club’s raffle. Sandra 
Cook and Charlene Majetic pieced the quilts and Charli Meador’s neighbor, Carmen Berger, did 

her magic on the quilting part. The DWF donated four gift baskets filled with gift cards and other 
items. Those contributing included JoAnn Goodner, Darla Ures, Julia and Aanika Gillett, Kathe-
rine Jordan, Gay Teter, Andrea Teter, Donna Nevel, Recca Young, Kelli Fearing, Sandra Spillman, 
Fern Melton, Pat Brown, and Rhea Todd. The baskets were artfully assembled by Kelli Fearing 
whose creative skills gave them just the right amount of bling. Those baskets were also placed in 
the band boosters’ raffle.     

On March 3, the Hot Diggity Dog Team of Tony and Charlene Majetic, Sandra Spillman, and 
Dave and Pat Brown cooked, wrapped, and delivered 150 hot dogs to Western Oaks Middle 
School for its Title One STEM. Our Church of the Savior Lutheran Church purchased the Hot 
Dogs and buns with Western Oaks Christian Church furnishing the chips and the labor. That’s 
what we call an alliance, however small. The STEM night was a success.  We filed a report of 
the event, complete with pictures, for the Bethany Tribune, which you can see on the bulletin 
board in the west entry of the church.    

On March 11, the subcommittee members purchased 22 pizzas, several bags of carrots, 10 
boxes of girl scout cookies, and bottled water for lunch for the cast, crew, and orchestra of 
the PC West Musical, “Legally Blonde,” following its matinee performance for the student 
body. Delivering were Fern Melton, Dave Brown, and Bill Halpain. Fern Melton also helped 
PC staff set up and serve. This is our third year to feed this talented group of students. 

We try to be as welcoming to and supportive of these schools as possible, 
even if all we do is allow them to use our parking lot for opponents’ buses! 

Respectfully submitted, 

PC Schools Liaison Sub-Committee 

https://cwsglobal.org/appeals/ukraine-crisis-response-fund/
https://cwsglobal.org/appeals/ukraine-crisis-response-fund/
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SUMMER CAMP DATES 

Chi Rho Camp - June 6-10 @ Oakridge Camp - Cost: $325 

Discovery Camp - June 17-19 @ Central Oklahoma Camp 

   - Cost: $205 

Junior Camp - June 20-24 @ Camp Christian - Cost: $210 

CYF Conference - June 20-24 @ Central Oklahoma Camp 

   - Cost: $325 

Register today at:  https://okdisciples.org/connect/families-and-youth/ 

Western Oaks Christian Church 

 

We appreciate everyone who has taken Easter eggs and returned them filled!  However, 
we are very short of our goal of 3000 eggs for the Easter egg hunts by age group.  We are 
inviting the community to the Easter egg hunts on Saturday, April 16th starting @ 11a.m.  

We need to ensure the children’s hunts are satisfactory in their minds.  So please pick up 
extra eggs at the church and buy some to fill and return to the church by Sunday, April 10th.  After two years, 
help us reintroduce this joyous family tradition at Western Oaks Christian Church!! 

Questions please contact Julia Jordan Gillett @ 405-821-0108 or Cindy Cannon at the church office.   

International Affairs Commissioning Service  

Sunday, March 6th was a busy Sunday!  We had the             
International Affairs Commissioning Service for James Frank 
and David Gillett.  We are grateful for your prayers and the 
money you help us raise for them to travel to Washington DC 
and New York City to discuss and experience the theme of 
Faith and Economics! 

I am excited to have Mandie Howery as a 
new storyteller for Children Worship & 
Wonder. She told her first story on Sunday, 
March 6th!  

Mandie is a senior at West Moore High 
School. She heard the stories as a child at 
Western Oaks and has been a greeter since 
the 9th grade year of high school. What a 
blessing it has been to walk with such a 
gifted young woman. 

James Frank & David Gillett met the International Affairs seminar group at the        
Oklahoma Regional Office on Thursday, March 10th to travel to Dallas and fly out on 
Friday, March 11th for Washington DC.  The group led by Michael Davison, the       
Associate Regional Minister and Colton Lott one of the ministers at El Reno will be in 
DC until Wednesday, when they board the train to go to New York City.  Thus far they 
have been to the African American Museum, the Holocaust Museum, seen Jesus 
Christ Superstar at the Kennedy Center and gone to see some of the monuments at 
night. 

Again, thank  you for your love and support!! 

https://okdisciples.org/connect/families-and-youth/
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“Loving God, Serving our Neighbor” 

8100 NW 23rd Street 

Oklahoma City OK 73127 

 

Church Staff   office@woccdoc.org 
 

Senior Minister: Rev. Daniel U’Ren        Associate Minister: Rev. Julia Jordan Gillett    

Music Director: Dr. Ronald Manning        Admin Assistant: Cindy Cannon     

Pianist: Rosa McCroskey      Sound Technician:  

Praise Band Leader: Ben Frantz      Custodian: Lawrence Johnson  

Praise Band: Cheyenne Pursley, Natalie Griffin,    Nursery Attendants: Janet Harper 

  Todd Newell, and Zach Jones 
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«City» 
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2/27/2021 7 16 15 3 41 0 44 44 

Ash Wed 3 24 13 0 40  35 35 

3/6/2021 8 20 11 0 39 0 54 54 
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Giving 

90 $30 2/27/2021 

$2,063 $22 3/6/2021 

*Online attendance taken from respective website reports of number of times the video is viewed on each website. 

Lyeal Amos has moved to Concordia. 
Here is his new address: 

7707 W. Britton Rd, Room 3501 
Oklahoma City, OK 73132  

https://maps.google.com/maps?f=q&source=s_q&hl=en&q=7707%20W.%20Britton%20Rd,%20Room%203501%20Oklahoma%20City,%20OK%2073132

