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March 1, 2022 

Lent is a journey we embark on leading us to Easter.  
It is a time for reflection, a time of fasting, and a 
time of drawing closer in our relationship with God.  
However, Lent has changed over the centuries in 
what it means to different people and how it is cele-
brated.   

First, it is quite different from the season of Advent, 
it does not have the cheery Christmas songs and 
thankfully has not been commercialized and taken 
over pushes to buy things.  Instead, it is often asso-
ciated with giving up things in order to draw closer 
to God.  However, you might be surprised at the et-
ymology of the word “Lent” which comes from the 
Middle English word “Lente” which literally means 
“spring” and further denotes it as a season.  This is 
derived from the Old English word, “Lengetn” which 
means, “To lengthen” and refers to the days becom-
ing longer during spring.   

Lent begins with Ash Wednesday, a time of re-
flecting on how we have fallen short in our love for 
God and our love for neighbor in the past year.  It is 
a time of repentance.  Lent then is 40 days of prepa-
ration for Easter.  Originally, it was designed for 
those wishing to become baptized to study, pre-
pare, and fast.  Later it changed to encourage those 
already baptized to spend forty days reflected on 
their life and to serve as a season of penitence, 
righting wrongs and drawing closer to God.   

As you can see, Lent is more than just giving up 
coffee or chocolate in hopes that this will draw us 

closer to God.  It is a serious time of reflection, pray-
er, and study.  It is a time that is best spent turning 
our minds to God and considering what changes I 
need to make to be less self-centered, more under-
standing of others, and better live a life that glorifies 
God.  Yes, it is a time to fast, which means to give 
something up.  However, the fasting we do is meant 
to be a part of a journey, which brings us closer to 
God.  The fasting reminds us of Jesus going into the 
wilderness and experiencing temptation.  Our 
fasting reminds us not only of the temptation, but 
more so our dependence on God in times of temp-
tation.   

Also, we should remember God’s grace when we 
give in to that temptation.  One of the best-known 
secrets of Lent is that if you count the days between 
Ash Wednesday and Easter, the numbers do not add 
up to forty!  That is because every Sunday in Lent is 
like a mini Easter; it is a day of rest, a day to indulge 
just a little bit to help you get through the fast.   

This Lent, it is my desire that we rediscover the 
hope found in God.  The renewal that we discover 
when we trust in God.  Moreover, to share that 
hope with others.  “Is not this the fast that I choose: 
to loose the bonds of injustice, to undo the thongs 
of the yoke, to let the oppressed go free, and to 
break every yoke?” Isaiah 58:6 

Shalom, 

Daniel  

8100 NW 23rd Street   Oklahoma City, OK 73127  office@woccdoc.org   405.789.8812   

“Lent”   

Blanket Sunday March 20 

Blanket Sunday When difficult times happen, a kind and loving response can make 
all the difference. That’s why the CWS Blankets program was created—to give a 
kind, loving and tangible response to someone facing a difficult time, reminding them 
that they are not alone. 

Through the generosity of CWS partner organizations, congregations and individual 
supporters, our most vulnerable neighbors around the world can feel safe and keep 
warm with fresh linens and clean sleeping quarters. 

When our neighbors are in need, even $10 for a single blanket goes a long way. 
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 I gained 5 lbs. from Christmas goodies!!!!

Mandie Howry 3/17 

James Frank 3/17 

Dianne Beck 3/18 

David Schroeder 3/21 

Phillip Young 3/25 

Edward Hill 3/25 

Elizabeth Gray 3/27 

Marilyn Storm 3/27 

Duane Wood 3/29 

Rosa McCroskey 3/2 

Shirlee Ruedy 3/2 

George Lunsford 3/4 

Jodie Conner 3/5 

Joey Mars 3/5 

Joe Mars 3/5 

Jamie Joseph 3/7 

Donna Bradley 3/13 

Jack Graham 3/16 

CONGRATULATIONS  
Mr. and Mrs. Mason McDown 

Mason McDown and Madison Fellers were 
married by Daniel at Lake Arcadia, February 13.  

Mason is the son of Judi Mc Down.  Mason and 
Madison were introduced by a mutual friend of 
Mason’s at church camp…
and she was an attendant at 
the ceremony.  

We are about to embark on our journey through Lent as we turn our attention to the journey Jesus made 
on his way to Jerusalem.   Ash Wednesday will be held on March 2, 2022.  In addition, we are doing every-
thing possible to normalize worship activities at our Church beginning as soon as possible.   

The WOCC Cabinet will have a very important meeting on March 6, 2022 at 11:15 AM (after worship) to 
discuss the possibility and timing of returning to two worship services, Sunday School times for adults and 
children, as well as Coffee Fellowship, other fellowship events. We will also discuss children’s events lead-
ing up to Easter Sunday, CWF meetings, group gatherings for card players, and communion. We will be 
considering all activities held before the pandemic.   

Please continue to pray that we can resolve the many issues and concerns relating to COVID for our con-
gregation.  We want to continue to have a safe and healthy environment for everyone, while at the same 
return to some important congregant worship opportunities.   

Cathy Routon 

WOCC Cabinet Chair   

The Salvation Army covets your prayers and  pray we can partner with Western Oaks Christian Church to 
serve the community. Thank YOU for choosing to bell ring with The Salvation Army! 

We feed meals to our shelter guests and the community seven days a week and are seeking volunteers to 
provide the groceries, prepare the meal in our diner, and serve. Volunteers may choose a menu of their 
choice (ex. Chicken casserole, vegetable, salad, and dessert) and prepare a meal for 150.  Volunteers will 
make to-go boxes for the community (boxes provided by Salvation Army)  and plate the food for the shel-
ter as they come through the receiving line. We are asking for seven volunteers or less per volunteer shift. 

Prior to Covid we had 15 various  groups, churches, corporations, and families serving 
monthly, and for the past two years we have had only two groups a month. We need 
your help to serve the community. 

Please look over the  “Volunteer Opportunities “ flyer which includes all needs for vol-
unteers. We would love to give you a tour at your convenience and share our pro-
grams with you. Please reach out to me if you have any questions, 405.246.1107. 

Thank you again, sending love and prayers, 

Liz Banks Volunteer Coordinator for The Salvation Army of Central Oklahoma 

March 2  
 6 pm 
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Western Oaks Christian Church 

 

Lent Packets are being made for 
families to enjoy a story and activi-
ties for each week of Lent at home 
during the season as we journey to 
Holy Week and Easter.   

The packets will be delivered 
Wednesday and Thursday this week. 

Our children have been busy 
making the Sunday school 
classroom brighter.   

We are excited so many are 
back and welcome others to 
join Aanika Gillett and Jamie 
Joseph for lessons and     
fellowship! 

The International Affairs Seminar is an Interfaith Dialogue - Who Is My Neighbor?  
 

James Frank and David Gillett are leaving on Thursday, March 10th, 6p.m. from the Regional Office.  The group 
lead by Michael Davison our Associate Regional Minister will be traveling to Dallas to spend the night and fly 
out of Love Field on Friday morning to Washington DC and then they will 
travel by train to New York City.  Your prayers for their growth in faith, as 
they examine faith and economics learning what stewardship means and 
effect of justice in our world.  

The time we have all been waiting for is HERE!  You may pick up empty Easter Eggs outside the 

church office to be stuffed and brought back by Sunday, April 10th.  Thanks from the many children who 

come to hunt eggs, make crafts and games! 

Your help is needed to distribute eggs at the Easter Egg Hunts on Satur-

day, April 16th @ 11:00 a.m. We appreciate all who are able to help Kelli 

with the crafts and/or the  games we will play!   

If you are able to do any of these activities please contact Julia Jordan Gillett 

@ 821-0108 or the Cindy at the office. 



 4 

“Loving God, Serving our Neighbor” 

8100 NW 23rd Street 

Oklahoma City OK 73127 

 

Church Staff   office@woccdoc.org 
 

Senior Minister: Rev. Daniel U’Ren        Associate Minister: Rev. Julia Jordan Gillett    

Music Director: Dr. Ronald Manning        Admin Assistant: Cindy Cannon     

Pianist: Rosa McCroskey      Sound Technician:  

Praise Band Leader: Ben Frantz      Custodian: Lawrence Johnson  

Praise Band: Cheyenne Pursley, Natalie Griffin,    Nursery Attendants: Janet Harper 

  Todd Newell, and Zach Jones 

«Name» 

«Address» 

«City» 
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2/13/2021 10 16 13 2 41 0 50 50 

2/20/2021 7 25 18   50 2 44 46 
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Giving 

$2,060 $30 2/13/2021 

  2/20/2021 

*Online attendance taken from respective website reports of number of times the video is viewed on each website. 


