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“Community & Covid”
An old man and his grandson were headed to town
for groceries. As they walked, leading a donkey,
they first met a lady who strongly suggested the
man should be riding, not walking, the donkey.
So, the old man climbed on the donkey’s back, and
they continued on only to be encountered by a man
who remarked that the old man shouldn’t be
making his young grandson walk. So, the old man
dismounted and put his grandson on the donkey’s
back. As they passed the next travelers, he overheard them express an opinion: That child shouldn’t be making the old man walk. To resolve this
issue, the man climbed up on the donkey and they
both rode together. Soon they saw another lady
who exclaimed, “Oh that poor donkey! Surely that
is too much for him to carry.” These comments
were why the old man, and the child entered the
town carrying the donkey! Everyone began to laugh
at the sight. However, the loud noise from laughing
frightened the donkey, and it ran off.
Sometimes this old fable reminds me of the church.
The individuals the old man encountered gave valid
opinions according to their perspectives on how
best the man, the child, and the donkey should
proceed. They spoke up for what they thought was
best. In the church, the clergy and church leadership hears, welcomes even, differing opinions from
those who love the church and want what is best for
it. Like the old man, the clergy and church leadership listen to all these voices, suggestions, and opinions. But, discerning which voice, which suggestion,
which opinion would benefit the church community
and which voice would have the opposite effect is a
monumental task in the best of times. During Covid,
however, such discernment is even more challenging. The word “overwhelming” comes to mind,
especially when opinions and suggestions become
demands with consequences.
The Apostle Paul encourages us in 1 Corinthians
1:10 to be of one mind as the body of the church.

That has been challenging for all during the last two
years. The heart and soul of the Christian Church
(Disciples of Christ) is a melting pot of ideas and
theology, finding unity despite differences and finding common ground. Finding a way to live out the
concept that we have “no creed but Christ,” is hard
work. Sometimes “I,” “me,” and “mine,” must take
a back seat to “we.” (See John 15:12-13). We don’t
need to lay down our lives to prove our love, but
perhaps we need to set aside our opinions. Also,
we are called to bear with one another (Colossians
3:13) and to carry one another’s burdens (Galatians
6:2). The most important thing about being in
community is that God tells us to think of others
first and to never endanger the lives of others
(Leviticus 19:16).
During these past two years, church leadership has
formed a COVID task force to make difficult
decisions based upon the science presented by the
CDC and health experts. Leadership and Clergy join
with the entire congregation in our COVID fatigue.
Clergy and leadership do our best to navigate the
emotions, the data, all with the health and wellness
of our congregation at heart. Our COVID task force
members have differing opinions, too. Nevertheless, we listen to one another, and we listen to you.
We will get through this.
We are still in community, sharing each other’s burdens, caring for one another. Community has not
changed. I am so thankful for the leadership we
have with the COVID task force and the Administrative Committee. I hope you will join me in expressing appreciation for the extremely difficult work and
stress they have endured during this continuing
pandemic.
Blessings of peace.

Daniel
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Here is a challenge to our friends from the Membership Committee Kari and Sandra:

The week before Valentine’s Day (Feb 14) we challenge you to either send a note/text or call a different
church friend EVERY day of the week from February 7 to 14 and hear their voice or mail/text them.
Subjects you could discuss:
How are you doing? Feeling ok?
This solitude is not for me!
I gained 5 lbs. from Christmas goodies!!!!
I am SO ready for Spring.
I just tried this new recipe and you will love it!

My grocery store was out of Toothpaste!
Did you watch the Games this weekend?
Let me tell you about my Grandkids…how are yours?
You’ve got to read this new book.
It’s soooo great to hear your voice or read your email.

Let’s keep the “WOCC FRIENDLY FEELING” going til Easter. Maybe the Easter Bunny will bring us
the Golden Egg…the Friendly Golden Egg! 7 calls/texts X 3 weeks=21 Friendly Smiles.

The Souper Bowl of Caring was founded in 1990 to empower youth and the faith community to tackle hunger. It inspires us to give locally and make a collective impact on hunger. People
collect monetary and food donations traditionally during the weeks leading up to Super Bowl
Sunday, February 13th.
We are challenged then to bring soup, as well as other
food products to the church by Sunday, February 13 th to
aid in replenishing the Blessing Box in the cold months. Money may
also be given toward the Blessing Box to aid in needs we may not be
able to see. In 2020 thousands of groups collectively through
churches and schools across the United States, $10.6 million of food
and contributions were given.
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January 19, 2022
Congratulations! Your kettle raised $437.77. Thank you for your loyalty and friendship to The Salvation
Army. Please consider adopting a day or two next season.
Thank you for your consideration,
Liz Banks
Volunteer Coordinator for The Salvation Army of Central Oklahoma
“I want you to share your food with the hungry and to provide shelter for homeless, oppressed people.
When you see someone naked, clothe him! Don’t turn your back on your own flesh and blood!” Isaiah 58:7
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No Messy Church
in January

Western Oaks Christian Church

We want to be safe in all our activities and decided
we will not have Messy Church in January. We will
play Zoom Bingo on Sunday, February 6th.

Zoom Bingo for our children: Sunday, February 6th from 2p.m. to 4p.m. Children will
be able to choose prizes and we will deliver the prizes with the February packets.

Who likes mail? Children do like mail and they loved getting cards from everyone last year!! Would
you consider sending a Valentines card to one of our children? You don’t have to put the children’s names
on the envelopes, we can do it. You may send the card C/O the church or bring them by the church office
and we will put them with a Valentine treat bag. Call Julia if you have questions - 405-821-0108. The more
cards the merrier! Here are the names of children who need cards.
We need the cards by Sunday, February 6th for Julia to deliver February 9th with our packets.
Our children by families:
Darlene Bayliff & her sister’s Chelsea Hogan’s children Milas and Thiea McLemore
Charles Hogan is the baby of Charles & Abby Hogan, Tina Bayliff’s grandson.
Alorah, Adele Ross & Genova & Gavin Gage - Joyce Calderwood’s great grandchildren
Ella & Brooks Eastman – Charlie & Jodie Conner’s grandchildren.
Richard & Kelsoo Ferguson - Pairis & Dean Ferguson’s children
James & Kadan Frank - Tobi Frank’s children Jaidan & Bailey - Tobi’s fiancé Mike’s children
David Gillett - Julia and Mark’s son
Annaliegh Griffin the baby of Natalie and Gavin Griffin
Ella & Brooks Eastman – Charlie & Jodie Conner’s grandchildren.
Isla & Adalie Harper - Janet & Brian Harper’s children
Ameerah & Zion Henderson - Tobi Frank’s niece and nephew
Leighton Henderson - Cathy Routon’s great granddaughter
River Rayburn-Joseph & Inara Mattox - Jamie Joseph’s children
Joey, Joshua, Eli & Noah Mars - Sarah & Joe Mars children
Zadie and Zember Isaacson & Jaxton McConnell and Damien Ashby - Michelle McConnell’s grandchildren
Josie England - Robin & Gregory Plumb’s granddaughter
Montana & Georgia Pursley - Kristin & Cheyenne Pursley’s children and their cousin Braxton Peak
Jacob Sills and Mandie Howery - Jan Sills’s grandchildren
Aidan & Liam U’Ren - Daniel & Stephanie’s sons
Hank and Gentry Wilkerson & Adalyne Perry - Marlene Word’s great-grandchildren and
Wendy & Robert Wilkerson’s grandson and niece
Youth 6th to 12th grade are invited to First Christian Church, Midwest City for fun and
fellowship activities. Sunday, February 27th from 4-6pm. The cost is $2 at the door.
There will be games, a raffle and prizes. Let Julia know if you would like to attend I will be
glad to drive!! Masks are required at the event.
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Church Staff

office@woccdoc.org

Senior Minister: Rev. Daniel U’Ren
Music Director: Dr. Ronald Manning
Pianist: Rosa McCroskey
Praise Band Leader: Ben Frantz
Praise Band: Cheyenne Pursley, Natalie Griffin,
Todd Newell, and Zach Jones
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Vimeo Live

Attendance

Associate Minister: Rev. Julia Jordan Gillett
Admin Assistant: Cindy Cannon
Sound Technician:
Custodian: Lawrence Johnson
Nursery Attendants: Janet Harper

$4,350
$9,855

$55
$30

*Online attendance taken from respective website reports of number of times the video is viewed on each website.

“Loving God, Serving our Neighbor”

8100 NW 23rd Street
Oklahoma City OK 73127
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