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“Realizing the Dream”
This week we celebrated Martin Luther King Day
and some of us enjoyed a day off while others
worked. Some people spent the day oblivious to
a thought regarding what the day meant while
others remembered a dream spoken of long ago.
It seemed like Betty White, who would have
turned 100 yesterday, received more attention
than Dr. King. News of the “Betty White Challenge” sweeping social media inspired many to
give to animal shelters across the nation. Now,
don’t get me wrong, the BWC is a wonderful thing
in how it helps animal shelters, but we can’t forget Dr. King’s Dream. Personally, I think there is
more to remembering Dr. King than just a dream.
Dr. King was such an amazing man that no wonder he received the Noble Peace Prize for the
work he did leading the nation to address racial
inequality with an emphasis on non-violent resistance despite the violence often demonstrated
against minority groups. Dr. King was a brilliant
preacher offering words of wisdom that still ring
true today.
"The time is always right to do what is right."
"We must accept finite disappointment, but never
lose infinite hope."
"Injustice anywhere is a threat to justice everywhere."
“We need leaders not in love with money but in
love with justice. Not in love with publicity but in
love with humanity.”
"In the End, we will remember not the words of
our enemies, but the silence of our friends."
A couple of my all time favorites, "I have decided
to stick with love. Hate is too great a burden to
bear." And “Returning hate for hate multiplies

hate, adding deeper darkness to
a night already devoid of stars.
Darkness cannot drive out darkness; only light can do that.
Hate cannot drive out hate; only
love can do that.”
Here is the thing, Dr. King did not just speak about
racial inequality. He fought for equality for every
human being. He spoke words not to a single
community, but rather he spoke to inspire the
world to do better for all people. Today, his
words ring true because we are no closer to realizing the dream he shared for a world living in
harmony.
In 1968, he started the Poor People’s Campaign to
shine a light on the injustices seen across the nation and to give voice to those impacted the
most. This campaign gained renewed energy just
a few years ago in 2019 with a new minister once
again lifting up a voice crying out with a renewed
vision seeking love, justice and truth. This renewed voice lifting up a cry to inspire hope for a
better world is so important today and I am
thankful for Rev. Dr. William Barber, a Christian
Church (Disciples of Christ) pastor from North
Carolina, who reminds us that “we cannot honor
Dr. King without listening to the people who are
crying out for freedom today.”
May we continue to live toward realizing a dream
when we all get along, that we value others, but
that we also strive to care for the least of these in
such a way they become something more in our
eyes and no longer seen as the least.
Shalom,

Daniel
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Don’t forget our nurses. Write a thank you card, donate candy bars, or put
together a little token of appreciation like a gift card.

St. Anthony Nurses

You can put items in the basket by the church office. These can be generic
cards just saying how much they are appreciated. Write one card, or more.
We will sort the cards into groups of 16 and send them to the nurses at
least every other week. Thanks so much for giving to this ministry.

By clicking on this link, You can read the letter
written from the Birmingham City Jail
by Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.

New
Automatic
Doors
We now have easy open doors on the restrooms by the Sanctuary. Be sure to press the
silver buttons by the restroom doors next time
you are in the church sanctuary area. I am so
excited that we were able to finish this project
so quickly.

Thanks to all at WOCC for the gifts, cards, and words
of appreciation during the years and most of all during this holiday season. I also appreciate the opportunity to serve on the WOCC staff for over 24 years.
God has blessed me and my
family through you.

Thank you-- Jane Maytubby for researching and
finding us a deal, Wendy Wilkinson for finding
the funds for this important project, Jerry Cobb
for your expertise and installing the doors, and
Rev. Jim Ellis for organizing and spear heading
this project.

May He continue to bless you,
Lawrence Johnson

Gay Teter, Board Chair

BENEVOLENCE SUNDAY January 31st will be the first of four "fifth Sundays" in 2022.
At WOCC, fifth Sundays are also known as benevolence Sundays. Our benevolence fund is used to help our
members and neighbors who are in financial need such as rent, utilities, warm clothing, etc. and come to us
seeking help.
On benevolent Sunday, we will allocate all cash (plate) offerings and other offerings designated for
benevolence to this fund. Needs can be greater in the colder weather, so we ask
that you be generous in supporting this facet of the WOCC ministry.
Thank you,
Your stewardship committee
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No Messy Church
in January

Western Oaks Christian Church

We want to be safe in all our activities and decided
we will not have Messy Church in January. We will
play Zoom Bingo on Sunday, February 6th.

Zoom Bingo for our children: Sunday, February 6th from 2p.m. to 4p.m. Children will be
able to choose prizes and we will deliver the prizes with the February packets.

Who likes mail? Children do like mail and they loved getting cards from everyone last
year!! Would you consider sending a Valentines card to one of our children? You don’t have to put the
children’s names on the envelopes, we can do it. You may send the card C/O the church or bring them by
the church office and we will put them with a Valentine treat bag. Call Julia if you have questions - 405821-0108. The more cards the merrier! Here are the names of children who need cards.
We need the cards by Sunday, February 6th for Julia to deliver February 9th with our packets.
Our children by families:
Darlene Bayliff & her sister’s Chelsea Hogan’s children Milas and Thiea McLemore
Charles Hogan is the baby of Charles & Abby Hogan, Tina Bayliff’s grandson.
Alorah, Adele Ross & Genova & Gavin Gage - Joyce Calderwood’s great grandchildren
Richard & Kelsoo Ferguson - Pairis & Dean Ferguson’s children

James & Kadan Frank - Tobi Frank’s children Jaidan & Bailey - Tobi’s fiancé Mike’s children
David Gillett - Julia and Mark’s son
Annaliegh Griffin the baby of Natalie and Gavin Griffin
Isla & Adalie Harper - Janet & Brian Harper’s children
Ameerah & Zion Henderson - Tobi Frank’s niece and nephew
Leighton Henderson - Cathy Routon’s great granddaughter
River Rayburn-Joseph & Inara Mattox - Jamie Joseph’s children
Joey, Joshua, Eli & Noah Mars - Sarah & Joe Mars children
Zadie and Zember Isaacson & Jaxton McConnell and Damien Ashby - Michelle McConnell’s grandchildren
Josie England - Robin & Gregory Plumb’s granddaughter
Montana & Georgia Pursley - Kristin & Cheyenne Pursley’s children and their cousin Braxton Peak
Jacob Sills and Mandie Howery - Jan Sills’s grandchildren
Aidan & Liam U’Ren - Daniel & Stephanie’s sons
Hank and Gentry Wilkerson & Adalyne Perry - Marlene Word’s great-grandchildren and Wendy & Robert
Wilkerson’s grandson and niece
Youth 6th to 12th grade are invited to First Christian Church, Midwest City for fun and
fellowship activities. Sunday, February 27th from 4-6pm. The cost is $2 at the door.
There will be games, a raffle and prizes. Let Julia know if you would like to attend I will be
glad to drive!! Masks are required at the event.
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Church Staff

office@woccdoc.org

Senior Minister: Rev. Daniel U’Ren
Music Director: Dr. Ronald Manning
Pianist: Rosa McCroskey
Praise Band Leader: Ben Frantz
Praise Band: Cheyenne Pursley, Natalie Griffin,
Todd Newell, and Zach Jones
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Vimeo Live

Attendance

Associate Minister: Rev. Julia Jordan Gillett
Admin Assistant: Cindy Cannon
Sound Technician:
Custodian: Lawrence Johnson
Nursery Attendants: Janet Harper

$4,758

$55

*Online attendance taken from respective website reports of number of times the video is viewed on each website.

“Loving God, Serving our Neighbor”

8100 NW 23rd Street
Oklahoma City OK 73127
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