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Challenging Ourselves 
  I appreciate all the comments that were made following the sermon last    
Sunday on racism.  Most of us would say, “racism doesn’t exist anymore” or “things 
are so much better than they were 50 years ago”.  Statistics show nine-out-of-ten 
whites think that.  We have a long way to go, though. 

 One of Time Magazine's “Top Ten Preachers in this Century”, the late Disciples' 
pastor and teacher, Rev. Dr. Fred Craddock, wrote about growing up in the South on a 
cotton patch in Tennessee.  He had a friend (really a teacher) who taught him the kind 
of things you don’t learn in school.  He was a black man named Will, and he taught 
him about why the grape vines scared and hold onto trees.  One day in their conversa-
tion, while Fred’s uncle was driving a wagon as they hauled hay, Fred responded out 
of respect to Will and called him “Sir”.  Next thing he knew, he was picking himself up 
off the ground from beneath the front of the wagon, stunned, to find his red-faced 
uncle screaming in his face, “Boy, if I ever hear you call a n___ ‘sir’ again I will kill you 
so help me God!” 

 Eight years later, as a young minister, he preached, “in Christ there is neither 
Jew nor Greek, bond nor free, male nor female, black or white.  We are all one in 
Christ.”  He knew it was true, but what if someone had said, “Fred, we liked your ser-
mon, and there is a black family here today who wants to take you for lunch.”  Fred 
writes, “I knew.  But I didn’t know.  The longest trip you ever take is from your head to 
your heart.  And on the way in between you make casualties even out of your friends.”   

 One of the things that lingers in my mind from Fred is when I heard him say, 
“when I am standing in the back after worship and people are shaking my hand telling 
me that was a good sermon, I often wonder if I am doing my job.”  A sermon is not 
meant to leave you comfortable and agree with all your thoughts.”  As Fred wrote, "a 
good sermon changes me. It challenges me to a deeper obedience.  It stretches me.  A 
good sermon brings me closer to God.  It deepens my faith.  It makes us a better 
church.  A good sermon makes me a better, more loving person.  A good sermon 
makes me a better kingdom citizen."  We all need the opportunity to be challenged to 
be better, and what better thing than to challenge the church to reflect an image of 
Jesus Christ and a loving Creator? 

 Just like the video I referenced in my sermon, the scientist stated, “if I see peo-
ple leaving the movie and face is swollen, nose is raw, tears running down the cheeks, 
I can say good job.”  So after church, when I hear, “that sermon challenged me to 
think”, then I did my job.   

Shalom, 
Daniel 
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SEPTEMBER 2015 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1 2 3 4 5 

6 7 8 9 10 11 12 

13 14 15 16 17 18 19 

20 
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21 22 

* 

23 
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24 25 26 

27 

* 

28 

* 

29 

* 

30 
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Vera Ruffner  10/1 

Todd Newell  10/2 

Barbara Johnson  10/4 

Gay Teter  10/4 

Teresia Jones  10/5 

Bonnie Bailey  10/7 

Steven Teter  10/7 

Kay Lehman  10/9 

Sandra Cook  10/10 

Taylor Simmons  10/11 

Linda Whitt  10/11 

Monica Allen  10/12 

Kelli Fearing  10/13 

Jay Wagner  10/13 

Matthew Jewell  10/14 

Ethan McCaskill  10/16 

Jacquie DeKinder  10/17 

Terry Spreier  10/18 

Joni Burch  10/19 

Shirley Kitchens  10/21 

Brooklin Williams  10/21 

Jesse Thomas  10/22 

Hald Dawes  10/24 

Steve Lairson  10/24 

Jerry Allen  10/25 

Marilyn Chalk  10/25 

Emily Gray  10/25 

Shelby Honeysuckle  10/25 

Jane Maytubby  10/25 

Charlie Conner  10/28 

Madelyn Bowman  10/30 

Ed Garrison  10/30 

Candance Scagnetti  10/30 

Lyeal Amos  10/31 

Monet Ille  10/31 

Donella McCaskill  10/31 

Stephanie U’Ren  10/31 

 

Schedule 

of Events 

28th  OakBridge Article Due 12:00pm 

 Refuge Church 3:00pm-8:30pm 

29th  Elders Prayer Breakfast 7:15am-8:15am    

30th  Wednesdays at WOCC 6:00pm-8:00pm    
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 Please join the Membership Department in welcoming 

John and Latricia Pratt back into the fellowship of Western Oaks 

Christian Church.  John, the son of the late Lloyd and Barbara 

Pratt, and Latricia, the daughter of Pat and the late Mary Lou 

Gentis, were long-time active members of Western Oaks as     

children and youth.  The Gentis family was, in fact, a charter    

family at Western Oaks.  They are happy to be home in              

Oklahoma and back at Western Oaks. 

 John has one brother, Lloyd Pratt, and one sister, Donna 

Pratt Arnold, all of whom were also active as youth at WOCC.  He 

now has a daughter, Lyndsay Taylor, and two step-daughters, 

Alyssa Journey and Mandy Tucker, along with four grandchildren.  

Latricia has one sister, Lynette Tate, who was a Chi Rho and CYF 

gal as well, along with daughters Alyssa and Mandy and step-

daughter, Lyndsay.  And, of course, the beautiful grandchildren. 

 Both John and Latricia were graduates of Putnam City 

West.  After several years of having lost contact with one another, 

they reconnected twelve years ago, got married, and have been 

living in North Carolina until their recent return to the state.  John 

retired from a job with the U.S. government, and Latricia is re-

tired from her work in the dental/medical field and in sales.    

 Now that they are retired, Latricia enjoys reading, riding 

the motorcycle with John, family, children, grandchildren, and cooking.  John enjoys motorcycles, family, and 

working around the house.   

 The Pratts’  contact information is as follows: 

Address: 1375 County Street 2976, Blanchard, Oklahoma 73010.  

 Latricia’s email:  latricia_F@yahoo.com 

Latricia’s DOB and phone number: July 3 -- (580)220-9812 

John’s DOB and phone number:  August 1 -- (580)222-4210 

 John’s email:  jdpkuwait@yahoo.com 

Anniversary:  September 12, 2003. 

 

Welcome home, John and Latricia.   We are delighted that you are here!  

New Members 

mailto:latricia_F@yahoo.com
mailto:jdpkuwait@yahoo.com
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Gratitude is our Attitude 
“Dear Church Family, 
I want to thank all of you for your calls, prayers, and get-well wishes during my time of recuperation due to 
a fall.  I am getting stronger every day.”  —Sue Gordon 
 
“A very big  heartfelt thank you once again to all of my church family since my accident on August 25th. So 
much appreciation for all of the food, cards, calls, visits and prayers since I have been recovering. I am on 
the mend, and it was so good to be back in God's House to worship and visit with my church friends again.  I 
have missed that.  My cup is full!”  —Suzanne Parker 
 
“Thank you all for your kind thoughts, prayers, phone calls, and cards.”  —Tobi Frank 
 
“Dear Western Oaks Family, 
My brothers and I thank this church so much for the love and support you have shown my mother during 
her procedure.  WOCC has always been part of her extended family!”  —Rita Norris & Kellie Biggers 
 
“Dear Western Oaks Christian Church, 
Thank you for giving me an opportunity to share my 4-H Swine Project with your community.  Your                     
generosity  has inspired me to re-gift your donation.  May God continue to bless you as you share Christ’s 
love.”  —Colten Jasper 
(This young gentleman provided the pig for the culmination of the “Kiss the Pig” contest at Neighbors Night 
Out.) 
 

 A mother incessantly bullied her child while           
demanding respect and quoting Scripture. 

 Help find more adult bikes for Chain Reaction. 

 Alana Millman at her job. 

 Dorleen Gosnell, Cythnia Hill’s mom 

 Pray for Shawn Hensley, Tom Russell’s brother-in-
law.  He had emergency surgery for brain tumor. 

 David Dixon, Goodners’ friend, will continue dialysis. 

 John Millman’s COPD is not getting better. 

 Dennis Spencer, Karen Russell’s brother, had a 
stroke. 

 LaRue Ingram is still having a lot of back pain. 

 Sharon Roemer, Martha Buchanan’s friend, has    
multiple cancers. 

 Lloyd Gosnell, Cynthia Hill’s cousin, has cancer. 

 Renee Williams, friend of Martha Buchanan, has   
cancer.  

 Joan Stamman, Jan Sills’ cousin, has stage 4 colon 
cancer. 

 Sharon Lutke, friend of Jan Ketola, has cancer. 

 Greg Morse, Linda Cobb’s nephew 

 Dick & Lura Cayton 

 Danny Cartmill, Marlene Word’s nephew, has       
pancreatic cancer. 

 Dorothy Ferguson is undergoing chemo. 

 Millman family 

 Bill Parker is undergoing chemo. 

 Lou O’Brien 

Prayer Requests 
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Neighbors Night Out 
 Kudos to all the hard workers that participated in the Neighborhood Night Out Parking Lot Party    
September 15.  Some showed up to cook hot dogs, cut up onions, slice watermelon and gather plates and 
condiments to set up for serving.  Most stayed to clean up, put back chairs, and clean the kitchen.  Andrea 
Teter and Lizzy Millman manned the Cotton Candy machine to the bitter end when they ran out of              
sugar.  Thanks to Pat and Dave Brown for securing the ice for the water bottles, getting tables set up for   
serving, and setting up chairs on the lawn.  Wendy and Robert Wilkerson were in charge of the                  
inflatables.  Vince Pinazza kept toes tapping with rock & roll music.  The Ruedy family gave tours of the 
parking lot in their vintage cars.  Thanks also to the Oklahoma City Police Department, the OKC Fire          
Department and the Bethany Police Department for having their vehicles on hand to be climbed on and 
inspected  by the neighborhood children.   
 Those preparing and serving food were:  Dorothy Uhl, Marilyn Chalk, John Briscoe, Tom and Karen 
Russell, Dick Cayton, Marlene Word, Kelly Kabir, George and Joann Goodner, Fern and Bob Melton.  Oh 
yes, and the results were in for the "Kiss the Pig" contest.  Tom Jewell was the undisputed winner and 
cheered on by Pastor Dan and Wendy Wilkerson.  The event was well-received by the neighborhood.  We 
served about 170 hot dogs with chili, onions and grated cheese, including chips, watermelon and iced     
water.  Thanks to all for your enthusiasm and hard work!                                         —The Outreach Committee 
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Narrative Update on Capital Campaigns 
 In 2002, we embarked on a long range plan adventure called Faithful Planning.  The substantive result has been the three 

Capital Campaigns that ran from 7-1-2006 to 6-30-2015.  Each one had its own challenges.  One objective throughout the cam-

paigns was to complete what we could without debt and to modify the project objectives if necessary to meet this goal.  

 The first campaign, Sharing the Light (STL), was the most challenging and has rippled through each successive campaign in 

some manner.  We experienced a dramatic rise in petroleum based related costs.   We experienced engineering and government 

ordinance setbacks that added a retention pond, electrical upgrades and the need to buy land.  As a result, we did incur debt, but 

the only debt for the three, three year campaigns.  That debt was funded very reasonably by church members.  In spite of these 

setbacks, we accomplished the entrance from Council Road and parking lot expansion, an electronic sign on Council Road, upgrad-

ed the sound system in the main sanctuary, purchased a church bus, replaced four HVAC units, made a nice donation to Habitat 

for Humanity, electrical upgrades, the retention pond, landscaping improvements, and the land purchase south of our church.  

One of the side benefits of the land purchase is it allows us to control land use south of the church and visibility from Council Road.  

For STL we internally financed $7749.28 that was carried over to Phase II and incurred the land purchase debt of $105,000. 

 Capital Campaign II, Sheltering God’s Children (SGC), began 7-1-2009.  While some of the Phase II projects were not com-

pleted until we were in Phase III, we accomplished the following projects.  We raised money and completed the Porte Cochere, 

built a partition for the Youth/Community room, replaced two more HVAC, made a significant donation to Phillips Theological 

Seminary (PTS), completed needed building modifications, paid the overage on Phase I, continued to add to the Roof/HVAC      

mechanical fund, and reduced the debt to $84,500. 

 Capital Campaign III, InVest, began 7-1-2012.  We completed the following projects.  We replaced the roof on the church 

and the brick storage building.  (Unfortunately we have continued to experience some leaks inside the church.  The roof issues 

have been handled by the contractor.  However, the complexity of the roof, the drain system, and the parapet walls while con-

nected to the roof are not part of the roof itself and are other sources of leaks.)  We upgraded computers, donated to Church   

Finance Council for Week of Compassion, replaced 3 HVAC units and reduced the debt to $30,000. 

 Now what is left and why do we have a one year Capital Campaign?  Our one year Capital Campaign is called Blessings.  It 

started 8-1-2015 and ends 7-31-2016.  This is to finish what was started 9 years ago and includes only two items.  One is to the pay 

the remainder of debt for the land purchase; and the other is to have a reserve fund to replace the remaining aged and high 

maintenance HVAC’s.  The objective is to raise $75,000.  We need $30,000 to pay the remaining debt and $45,000 for HVAC      

replacements. 

 The following summary only includes the projections, revisions, pledges and pledged receipts.   It gives insight into why 

projects were modified and deferred or deleted. 

 

Category  Phase I STL Phase II SGC Phase III InVest  Blessings 

Initial Budget  370, 000  250,000  240,000   75,000 

Revised Budget  363,000  221,000  220,000   75,000 

Pledges   355,000  215,000  170,000   49,355 

Pledge Receipts  325,000  198,000  151,000   ???? 

 

If you haven’t made your commitment to finish this phase of our growth, please do so today. 

In His Service, 

Ken Whitt, Treasurer 



Youth Soundbite 
  
 During ROCK Sunday, we have been discussing “head scratchers” that Jesus said.  Today, I 
thought about my own head scratching verses- Luke 22:41-43.  In this scripture, Jesus is in the Garden of 
Gethsemane and asks for God to “take this cup”.  As we have discussed, sometimes when things are un-
clear in the Bible, it is because we do not understand the full context.  However, that is not the only way 
to solve this head scratcher.  With this puzzling scripture, it helps to read different translations and look 
for reoccurring symbolism.  When we think of “the cup” within the church setting, it refers to commun-
ion.  It is a time for the gathering of people to remember the life of Jesus. 
 
 In the scripture, Jesus is at his final days when he decides to say this prayer.  He prays to God to 
let him not suffer the tragedy he is about to embark.  He closes the prayer by saying that he will follow 
the call of God beyond his own desires.  I think Jesus is asking for “this cup” of suffering to be taken 
away.  This is why we celebrate the cup together.  It is a reminder for us that Jesus suffered alone, but 
we do not have to because we are a part of a strong-faith community.  For me, Jesus is having a very  
human moment.  He knows he is reaching the end of his days on earth.  He does not want to be alone 
during this time.  It is the last resort, begging for mercy, humans encounter when they have reached 
their limit.  We have all been there:  “why me?!” “just bring change,” “I can’t take it”.  Jesus doesn’t give 
up, though.  He asks for comfort.  With these words, he is teaching us that it is acceptable to reach out 
to others for comfort and strength, especially in our darkest days. Living like Jesus can be difficult, and 
that is why we are called to be there for one another.  
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My kiddies added something new to 

the bulletin board in the short hall, east of 

work room.   

“WHAT MAKES ME HAPPY”.   You can tell 

where their minds were this morning. 

—Sandra Cook 

Upcoming Events:  
Sept. 30th- Wednesday at Western Oaks 6:00-
8:00pm 
Oct. 4th- ROCK Sunday 5:00-7:00pm 
Oct. 7th- Wednesday at Western Oaks 6:00-8:00pm  
Oct. 10th- Health Fair (Youth Fundraiser) 
Oct. 11th-ROCK Sunday 5:00-7:00pm  

 
Oct. 14th- Wednesday at Western Oaks 6:00-8:00pm 
Oct. 18th- NO YOUTH 
Oct. 21st- Wednesday at Western Oaks 6:00-8:00pm 
Oct. 25th- ROCK Sunday 5:00-7:00pm 
Oct. 28th- Wednesday at Western Oaks 6:00-8:00pm 
Oct. 31st- Trunk-or-Treat 3:00-5:00pm 



Caring & Sharing 
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 The Caring and Sharing Meeting was held Sunday, September 20, with Margo Thein providing the   
program.  Margo is an example of what Booker T. Washington said, “those who are the happiest are those 
who do the most for others.”  Margo’s program provided laughter and smiles all around; this was indeed a 
“feel good” program.  After all, a good laugh is like sunshine for the soul.  Thank you, Margo, for a enjoyable 
evening. 
 
Everyone is invited to join the group for our upcoming Dinner Meetings on…. 
 
October 14 Beverly’s            3315 NW Expressway        5:30pm 
October  28 Boomerang Dinner      6315 NW 39th       5:30pm 
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Reconciliation Statement released by the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ):  In 1996, the General Board of 
the Christian Church approved the formation of a church-wide process to discern the nature of racism in 
North America and to develop ways of helping congregations address racism.  Out of this process, an “Anti-
Racism/Pro-Reconciliation Initiative” was put before the church in 1998.  At their July 1998 meetings, the Ad-
ministrative Committee and the General Board approved this initiative.  It is based on several premises. 

 Racism is a spiritual and theological dilemma as well as a social evil; 

 Racist practice exists throughout the life of the church and needs to be addressed. The church needs to 
get its own "house" in order even as it looks toward being a transformational agent in the larger world; 

 Racism is a systemic problem with historical root causes; 

 Racism can be defined in many ways. This initiative understands racism to be a combination of racial  
prejudice and institutional and/or economic power. 

 When conceived, it was a vision for the church as a place "where brothers and sisters of all races, lan-
guages, and cultures will grow towards God's glorious realm, where all have a place at the table and none 
shall be turned away."  It invites the church to listen to the once-silenced voices of its ethnic communities, 
learn from their wisdom and gain insight from their leadership.  It calls the church to discern, pray, study, 
reflect, dialogue and fellowship.  The true goal is to transform, strengthen and deepen the church’s spirituali-
ty, resulting in a community that understands its mission to bring justice and salvation to the world. 

 There are only two projects for our one year Blessings Campaign.  We need to raise $30,000 to pay the 
remainder of the debt for our land purchase in 2007.  We need to raise $45,000 to replace the remaining old-
er/high maintenance HVAC units before or when they fail.   
 The campaign runs from 8-1-2015 to 7-31-2016.  The following is a revision to the money received as 
noted in a prior Oakbridge for General church funds and the Capital Blessings Fund. 
  Date  General  Capital/Blessings 

  8-2  7856.00  1995.00 
  8-9  4335.00  3497.72 
  8-16  8839.80  6387.61 
  8-23  4864.29  966.64 
  8-30  3920.94  618.61 
  9-6  9603.57  2047.57 
  9-13  7385.66  1050.00 
  9-20  5308.80  1367.12** 
  Total Received    17,930.27 
  Total Pledged    $49,355 
  Total Needed    $75,000 
 
**Includes $679.40 raised for the Pig Kissing Contest.   All other piggy bank offerings are included in the above 
figures. 

Capital Fundraiser “Blessings” 



Refuge Fellowship Church: 

Celebration of Formation 

Monday, October 19 

6:00pm 

131 NW 4th  
OKC, OK  

 
The members and pastor invite you and your family 

to worship with us during this special time! 
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B.R. & Sue Gordon were married  

September 3rd, 1955.   

Congratulations on 60 years of    

marriage! 



O A K B R I D G E  

Date ATTENDANCE  

9/20/15 9:00 AM  37 

 11:00 AM 89 

9/27/15 9:00 AM 42 

 11:00 AM 83 

Date GIVING 

9/20/15 General $5,309.10 

 Blessing Fund $1,367.12 

9/27/15 General  $1,753 

 Blessing Fund $6,856.85 
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Articles for the 

next OakBridge 

will be due 

Monday,      

Oct. 12, at 

noon  

  Please          

remember,     

articles must be 

500 words or 

less.   

Mission Moment 
First Phase Mission to family in Macomb, OK. 
Roof was replaced 9/15/15!  Next repairs are to the exterior walls. 
 

Tom Russell, 
Habitat for Humanity Volunteer 

The Last “Word” 
 The first luncheon of the CWF season was well-attended and much fun was had by 

all.  The dessert table did overflow!!  It was good to see so many back with us for food and 

fellowship.  The fellowship voted that our outreach support this year would go to Citizens 

Caring for Children.  This group provides quilts, stuffed animals, clothing, hygiene        

products, etc. for foster children in Oklahoma City.  Please make note of names that need 

to be added to your contact list: 

 Karen Russell    5112 NW 20th Street, OKC 73127  #946-5909 

 Michelle Jenkins   3428 NW 27th Street, OKC  73107 #943-5198 

 Kelly Kabir    1146 NW 25th Street, OKC 73106  (N/A)  

 

See you Tuesday...BRING A FRIEND                                          

—Marlene Word  



Loving God and Serving Our Neighbor 

We’re on the web!

www.woccdoc.org 

Church Staff 

Rev. Daniel U’Ren — Senior Minister (Daniel@woccdoc.org) 

Janey Merry — Administrative Assistant (Janey@woccdoc.org) 

Hope Lairson — Youth Interim Director 

Dr. Ronald Manning — Music Director (ronald_manning@att.net) 

Rosa McCroskey — Pianist 

Todd Newell — Praise Band Leader 

Rosanne Rowe, Steve Powers, Hope Lairson, Jeff Newell & Brett Hawk — Praise Band Members 

Vincent Pinazza — Sound Technician 

Lawrence Johnson — Custodian 

Samantha VanOsdol — Nursery Supervisor 

Cynthia Mize & Kiersten Hamill — Nursery Attendants 

«Name» 

«Address» 

«City» 


