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The OAKBRIDGE
Western Oaks Christian Church

8100 NW 23rd Street
789-8812

September 23, 2009

AMONG OUR OWN

     Pastor Appreciation Sunday: Sunday Sept. 27th will be the day that 
we honor our ministers. We are fortunate to have several who serve the 
Lord through their ministry at Western Oaks Christian Church. Plan to be 
in attendance that day with a fellowship time after each service. There 
will be a place for you to leave your greeting cards for Pastor John, 
Ursula and Shannon.  We have two lay ministers in our congregation as 
well; Jerry Hudson and Marilyn Lanphier. We have a retired minister in 
Del Hamm and the regional  pastor,  Tom Jewell, who visits quite of-
ten.  Let's take a moment on Sept. 27th to tell them how much they are 
appreciated and to say thank you for all they do in the name of the Lord.  

Pastor Appreciation Sunday
by Deana Smith

(pictured from left to right)
Rev. Ursula Lichtenberger,
Associate Minister with 
Children

Rev. John Regan
  Senior Minister

Shannon Fleck
Assistant Minister with 
Youth



Dear Western Oaks Church Members,
     Thank you so much for your generous donation of school supplies 
to the students of Apollo. We greatly appreciate your kindness.
Blessings to you and yours, 
Mary Sprinkle, Apollo Elementary Counselor

      Martha Buchanan became a proud grandparent
earlier this month. Olivia Carolina Ricle-Digby arrived
On September 7, 2009 at 8:00 p.m.  She weighed 
8 lbs. 1 oz. 

CWF News   
by Danet Trivette

Ladies, you are invited to join us on Tuesday, October 13, at 10:00 a.m.
for our monthly business meeting and devotional at the church followed by a

luncheon at Mackie McNear’s Steak House at 5825 N. w. 23rd St.

September Meeting - We were delighted to have Ilene Myers and her daughter, Mary Skodak 
visit us.  Ilene now lives in Sun City, TX.  We welcomed back Jane Spreier and was pleased to 
add Mary Skodak as a new member to our group.  Rev. Ursula Lichtenberger updated us on what 
is happening in the children’s division.  Worship and Wonder children will be “Following Jesus” 
in the new series.  Wild Wednesdays sounds very exciting!  See the pamphlet for more details.  
Jane Spreier, Co-Director for the Area Wide Disciples Women gave us dates for the next meetings 
and encouraged our attendance:  Oct. 27th-El Reno, OK; Jan. 26th-Stroud, OK; and Apr. 27th-New 
Covenant CC, OKC.  For more information, contact Jane or Jenna.  Sue Gordon’s devotional was 
on “What stresses you most; helping distress by prayer” taken from a book by Diane Stout, 
“Distressing Your Life.”  Hostesses for this luncheon were Jenna Droke, Sue Gordon and Danet 
Trivette.  Thank you to all who made this a grand start to the new year in CWF.
Quilting Tuesdays- Remember the quilters meeting all other Tuesdays at 9:30 
a.m. at the church.  Contact Nancy Knoy for more information. 

Coffee Fellowship- Thank you to CWF ladies for hosting coffee fellowship the first Sunday 
every month.  And a big THANK YOU to Suzanne Parker for decorating the table for us every 
month.
October Meeting- Hostesses will be Evelyn Matlock and Jean Amos.  Bring cards for Birthdays 
Ladies:  Vera Ruffner (1st); Mary Gamble (11th); and Betty Sessions (31st).  



Consecration Sunday is Coming

     Congregations that approach financial stewardship from a biblical perspec-
tive do not view the money Christians give to their church merely as a way to 
pay its bills. Rather, such congregations see financial contributions as a way to 
help people grow spiritually in their relationship with God by supporting their 
church’s mission and ministry with a percentage of their incomes.
      Our congregation’s stewardship department has selected the New Conse-
cration Sunday Stewardship Program as a way to teach the biblical and spiri-
tual principles of generous giving in our stewardship education emphasis this 
year.
      New Consecration Sunday is based on the biblical philosophy of the need 
of the giver to give for his or her own spiritual development, rather than on the 
need of the church to receive. Instead of treating people like members of a so-
cial club who should pay dues, we will treat people like followers of Jesus 
Christ who want to give unselfishly as an act of discipleship. New Consecration 
Sunday encourages people toward proportionate and systematic giving in re-
sponse to the question, “What percentage of my income is God calling me to 
give?” 
      During morning worship on Consecration Sunday, we are asking our atten-
dees and members to make their financial commitments to our church’s mis-
sionary, benevolent, and educational ministries in this community and around 
the world.
      Every attendee and member who completes an Estimate of Giving Card 
does so voluntarily by attending morning worship on Consecration Sunday. We 
urge people to attend who feel strongly opposed to completing a card. The pro-
cedure is done in such a way that no one feels personal embarrassment if he 
or she chooses not to fill out a card.
      We will do no home solicitation to ask people to complete cards. During 
morning worship our guest leader will conduct a brief period of instruction and 
inspiration, climaxed by members making their commitments as a confidential 
act of worship.
      We will encourage participation in Consecration Sunday events through the 
Consecration Sunday team and church board members. Since we will make no 
follow-up visits to ask people to complete their cards, we will make every effort 
to inform, inspire, and commit everyone to attend Consecration Sunday wor-
ship.
     Thanks in advance for your enthusiastic participation in Consecration Sun-
day events.

Chair of Congregation,    Robert Frantz



Permanent Fund Trustees Report to Congregation
as of 6/30/2009

The Permanent Fund is growing nicely since its inception.  While the basic pur-
pose is a place for contributions from members’ and friends’ estates through 
their wills and trusts, the ongoing direct contributions from our members and oth-
ers are a real blessing.  You probably have noticed that some make contribu-
tions in memory of members or friends who have passed away, while others 
have made contributions from unexpected income from government rebates, 
IRA special distribution rules, or the sale of items no longer needed.

The distribution on June 30 was $419.13.  The Administrative Committee as-
signed $80 to the Property Fund to be used to buy an additional receiver for the 
hearing impaired system in the Sanctuary and $339.13 to the Benevolence Fund 
for outreach to those in need.

The June 30, 2009, balances are as follows:

Common balanced fund $7,175.40
Brown Fund   8,164.49
Checking Account   1,141.93

          ------------
Total               $16,481.82

This total does not include the $419.13 distribution as it was already subtracted 
from the Common and Brown Funds.  Until this money is spent, the checkbook 
balance early in July became $1,561.06, and the total Permanent Fund was 
$16,900.95.

If you have any questions concerning this report or the Permanent Fund, please 
contact one of the Trustees.  If you would like to include the Permanent Fund in 
your estate planning, one of the trustees would be glad to answer any of your 
questions.

Respectfully submitted by the Trustees,

Lyeal Amos, President
Vernon Cook, Vice-President
Pat Brown, Secretary/Treasurer



Reaching Our City (ROC) Sept.
Evelyn Matlock

Reaching Our City (ROC) is a church agency on N.W. 10th Street 
that has a food pantry that our congregation supports.  The ROC 
needs the following items this month: Grape Jelly, Tea Bags, 
Pancake Mix, Sugar. If you would like to contribute, please 
bring these items to the church and place them in the box outside 
the church office and Jason Bass will deliver them on Monday to the 
ROC.

Caring and Sharing 
by Betty Sessions

Next meeting: September 27, 2009 - 4:00 p.m. WOCC Room 2l7, Our      
speaker will be Rev. Del Hamm.                                                                                                  
Anyone who has lost a loved one is invited to attend our monthly meet-
ings and share fellowship and Christian love in a safe, caring group. 
For further information, call Betty Sessions, 470-l657.

PRAYER SYMBOL

Each name placed on the 2 X 4’s that will be part of the construction 
of the Habitat UNITY Build is a prayer for Stacy, Craig, and Grace 
Lasley who will move into their new home in about 3 weeks after the 
October 17th dedication at 704 N.E. 84th..  This home is in Hope 
Crossing (The subdivision of all Habitat Homes.)  Your name on the 
board is also a prayer for Unity for all Christians.  Please continue to 
pray daily for both and read John:17, Christ’s call to UNITY.

I invite you to also join us for the brief but meaningful Great Com-
munion Service Saturday morning at 8:30 a.m. at the building site.  
We are honoring Thomas Campbell’s Declaration & Address calling 
us to UNITY written 200 years ago in 1809.  Each one who attends 
will receive a special blessing.
Tom Russell, Unity Build Coordinator

by Tom Russell, Chair of Outreach



Wild Wednesdays is in full swing for the fall semester!  We are enjoy-
ing being with one another again for this semester and started out the 
semester with a fun and enjoyable outing to Laser Quest. This week 
will be spent engaging in a night of Spirituality and on 9/30, we’ll have 
a theological movie night!  Attention parents: we’ll be going to the Re-
gional Food Bank to volunteer the evening of October 7th and the 
youth have to have a permission form from YOU for them to go.  
Please make sure you fill out that form at WOCC prior to October 7th.

On Sunday October 25th, the youth will be going to Fright Fest at 
Frontier City!!!  The cost will be $15 per person, which includes your 
park admission, as well as dinner and a drink!  However, in order to 
get this great discounted price you have to let me know if you’re plan-
ning to come (along with any friends) by Wednesday October 7th,  
2009.  We’re going to have a great time, so make sure you plan to 
join!!!!!

�����"������� ���'���#�"�������$�����"��
by Shannon Fleck, Assistant Minister with Youth



Coffee Fellowship
By Danet Trivette, Coordinator

Thank you  to the Fellowship Committee hosting all five of the Au-
gust coffee fellowships.  The following volunteers brought food and/or 
served:  Angie Boyd, Becky Buckley, Kelli Castaneda, Marilyn Chalk, 
Gloria Davis, Dorothy Ferguson, Virginia Hurt, Dianne Maier, Verona 
Burke, Okie Merry, Annie Steiger, Arlene Sweet, Dorothy Uhl, Sandra 
and Vernon Cook, and Bob and Fern Melton.
  We encourage individuals, committees, and Sunday School classes 
to sign up  for hosting on the calendar on the wall in the fellowship area  
or call me on 782-0994. Open dates are shown below. There are always 
people who are willing to help out individuals who sign up.  
Scheduled to date:
Sept. 27  Elders
Oct. 4    CWF    
Oct. 11  Cathy Routon    
Oct. 18  Rejoice & Serve SS Class    
Oct. 25  Deana Smith & Carolyn Knowles       

Nov. 1    CWF
Nov. 8    Life Lessons SS Class
Nov. 15  Rejoice & Serve SS Class
Nov. 22  TG Dinner Served
Nov. 29  OPEN -Volunteers Needed   

Dec. 6    CWF
Dec. 13  Life Lessons SS Class
Dec. 20  OPEN -Volunteers Needed   
Dec. 27  OPEN -Volunteers Needed   

CMF News
by John Trivette
             Saturday, October 3rd at 7:30 a.m. the WOCC men will meet for breakfast at 
the Olde Orchard Restaurant on N.W. 23rd Street. For more information about 
CMF contact Vernon Cook (840-5758) or myself (782-0994).  We look forward to 
seeing you there.

Jack Word attended our fellowship regularly.  His family said he sure liked the 
biscuits and gravy!  His presence will be missed by all of us.  Our thoughts and 
prayers go out to his family.



ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASSES
By Danet Trivette

     If you have been thinking of joining an adult Sunday School Class 
consider the following classes that are available:

REJOICE and SERVE:  Traditional Bible study.  This class studies 
from curriculum provided by the Disciples of Christ.  Current lessons 
are on “Leaders in the Covenant Community” in Joshua, Judges, 
Ezra, & Nehemiah.  In October, we will study “An Open Invitation to 
Covenant Living” in Mark.  In November we will study “The New 
Covenant Community” in 1 & 2 Peter.  There is no age requirement, 
just a desire to rejoice and serve Christ.  Co-teachers are Rhea Todd 
(789-6378), Hald Dawes (373-3105), and John Trivette (782-0994) in 
Room 117.

LIFE’S LESSONS:  This class uses various study guides to improve 
upon their life skills and they decide the topic of study.  Their current 
study is coming to an end.  The new study is yet to be determined.   
No age requirement.  Taught by Bob Melton (721-4611) in Room 113.

COMMON FACTOR:  This class deals with various study books re-
lated to the Bible.  Currently studying, “The Jesus Way” by Eugene 
Peterson.  No age requirement.  Taught by Dave Schroeder (470-
1184) in Room 112.

THE HARVEST:  Contemporary Bible study.  Uses various materials 
to study the Bible through class discussions.  Currently studying the 
“Rob Bell and Nooma Video Series” that are contemporary 15-minute 
videos.  No age requirement.  Taught by Todd Newell (721-7696) in 
Room 111.   



All Church Fellowship
Pot Luck Dinner

Sunday, September 27th
5:00-7:00 p.m.
Schwind Hall

Starting at 5:00 p.m.
Pastor John

will talk about
his trip to the 

Holy Land. 
There will be 
pictures, too.

A Pot Luck Dinner
To follow Pastor John’s presentation.

You bring a dessert, vegetable,
Salad, casserole, or entrée.

We will provide beverages and bread.

Fellowship Potluck Dinner and special slide show was organized by 
the Fellowship Department, Sandra Cook & Fern Melton



Sept 13  Contemporary Sunday     65    
                 Traditional Service          125     
                                                               190

Sept 20 Contemporary Sunday                
                 Traditional Service         109                                
                                                                

General Fund            $   5,380
Capital Fund                   1,491

General Fund            $   4,951     
Capital Fund                              706               
                
   

WORSHIP ATTENDANCE  &  
TITHES / OFFERINGS

PRAYER CONCERNS:                                                              *newly added

Judy Elam (sister of Shirley Ruedy); Nadine Gies (Christine Wagner’s 
mother);  Jack Word family , Sue Halpain, Clara Barker, Heidi Scherler 
(Faith Lairson’s sister), Miles Hinson (Vince Hinson grandson); Patti Black-
burn (family member of Vince Hinson); Mary Nelson; Wilmoth Thomas; 
Lonnie Walker

          Those serving our Country:Don Bowman (friend of Robert Wilkerson 
family), Lucus DeKinder, Dakota Speidel, Don Mercer, Leland Beason, 
(McAffrey's nephew); Phillip Ferguson, (Bob/Dorothy Ferguson's grandson); 
Becky Chown (John Lassiter's granddaughter) Peace Corps -Central South 
Africa; Jordy Rossoll; Josh Reynolds (friends of Wendy Wilkerson) (Please 
notify the church office with any changes.) 

Memorial Gifts
In Memory of Leroy Graham

Pat & Dave Brown (permanent)
Charlene Newkirk (memorial)
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