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Our congratulations go to Becky Salter as she has been acceptrd to teach at
Shorter University in Georgia.

Among Our Own
by Deana Smith, Membership

Our warmest congratulations to Mike and Becky Buckley who are now new
grandparents to Solomon Embay Schmidt. The parents are Lance and Stepha-
nie Schmidt and the great grandmother is Annie Steiger. Solomon has been
adopted from Ethiopia and is now eight months old.

We extend our sympathy to Rev. and Mrs. Michael Omundson and their family
in the loss of Pastor Mike's mother, Beverly. She passed away May 25th in
Esterville, IA and the service was held May 28th. Please remember this family
in your prayers. Mike is one of our former Pastors.

A big thank you goes to so many who helped with the luncheons after the two
recent services. Everyone is so willing to help and this service is so appreci-
ated by the families. Those who assisted with the lunch after the service for
Jane Mercer were: Pat Brown, Sue Gordon, Gloria Davis, Sandra
Cook, Suzanne Parker, Dorothy Ferguson, Verona Burke, Carolyn Knowles,
Marlene Word, Mary Francis Hedrick, and Charli Meador. Those who helped
with the luncheon after the service for Bob Cramer were: Danet Trivette, Sue
Gordon, Mary Francis Hedrick, Marlene Word, Dorothy Uhl, Loreta Newton,
Nancy Knoy, Eunice Lassiter, Okie Merry, Jean Amos, Charli Meador and Betty
Sessions.



From the Pastor’s Perspective: by Rev. John Regan

Last September | made a rather lengthy presentation to the
Church Board. | suggested that we needed to spend a good bit
of time addressing some of the ongoing challenges of our
congregation. One of the concerns | expressed is that our
congregation attracts a lot of visitors and new members and yet
for the last five years our average worship attendance has been
static. | told the board | had some ideas about why some people
wander in the front door and stay involved and why other people
wander out the back door. | asked the board to appoint an ad
hoc committee to engage our leadership in a formal process to
assess our situation and challenges and to suggest possible
action steps to lead us into the future. The ad hoc committee,
called the Learning Team, met twice a month for eight months
to study, research other congregations, trends within our
congregation, and trends in our surrounding neighborhood.
During this time the elders also read a book published by the
Alban Institute called Raising the Roof.




The learning team also called together 50 people in the congrega-
tion who currently hold leadership positions or who have served in
the last five years in a leadership position. This group met a couple
of times for extended sessions to hear presentations and review the
learning team’s research. On Sunday May 23rd, the board by a
vote of 15 to 2 (with 2 abstentions), approved four proposals for the
congregation to address. They are as follows:

1.Plan and implement a new worship service (similar or very
much like our current 11 am service) to be held at 10 a.m. on
Sunday mornings in the Sanctuary, to begin in September of
2010.This service will be evaluated as appropriate.

2. Work with the property committee to develop guest parking and
signage for same by August 1, 2010. Charge the property
committee with the task of preparing a plan to increase our
parking capacity (75-100 spaces of additional parking) by
Easter, 2011.

3. Form a committee to assess and develop a new office spacing
plan to present to the Administrative Committee by October,
2010.

4. Charge the personnel committee with the task of determining our
additional staffing needs by October, 2010. This review should
pay special attention to our needs for additional youth staffing,
maintenance support and administrative support staff.



The Changing Face of Our Staff

by John Regan

The summer of 2010 will be remembered as a time of significant
change for the staff at Western Oaks Christian Church. On Pente-
cost Sunday we said goodbye to our talented and beloved organist

David Beatty. Five years ago David stepped forward to “help us”
while we were searching for an organist we never found. Through
the years David has quietly shared a range of gifts that enhanced
our worship experiences from composing special music to designing
bulletins for our extra worship services. We wish David the best as
he returns to his home congregation.

We also learned that Becky Salter has been hired by Shorter Uni-
versity in Rome, Georgia . Becky, who recently completed her doc-
toral program in vocal music, was serving as an adjunct professor at
Oklahoma City University. We celebrate with her in this great career
opportunity! Our congregation has been blessed by her presence
and magnificent voice through the years. Way to go Becky!!

Of course, this also means that we have received the resignation of
Joe Salter our Music Director (and husband of Becky). Joe has al-
most 12 years of service with us at Western Oaks. Joe’s dedication
and professional attitude will be greatly missed. The personnel com-
mittee will soon form a committee to begin the search for our next
music director. It is likely that we will try to hire a music director be-
fore we hire a new organist. Depending upon availability we may
hire an interim or guest(s) organists in the coming months. If you
know of anyone who might be a candidate for the organist position

or the music director position please have them send a resume to
the church office.



This summer there is also a significant change to the job descrip-
tion of our Associate Minister, Ursula Lichtenberger. Almost three
years ago Ursula was hired as our half-time Associate Minister
with Children. In January of this year the Personnel Committee
asked Ursula to serve as our interim youth minister until we had
time to form a search committee and staff that position. During
that time frame we decided that we wanted Ursula to be more in-
volved in the ongoing support and supervision of youth ministry in
the future. With her theological training (MDiv) and her education
background (certified teacher) we began to explore a different
way to staff the area of youth ministry. Effective June 1, 2010
Ursula is now our Associate Minister of Education. What this
means is that in addition to her ongoing responsibilities with chil-
dren, she will also develop the educational curriculum for youth
and adult ministries. Our new part-time youth director, Israel
Ragle, will be supervised and supported by Ursula. One of the
most significant changes is that Ursula will be responsible for
youth Sunday School. Ursula will also work closely with the youth
committee and assist Israel and our two college interns (Josh
Fearing & Tony Pinazza) in restarting our Sunday night youth fel-
lowship and traditional events and programs of youth ministry.

| invite your prayers on behalf of personnel committee as we con-
tinue to dream and call new staff to lead Western Oaks into our
exciting future!



June Birthdays

A
Q)

T 2 3 2 3
Ray Ellinger Mary Nelson Dale Knowles Samuel Compton
Theresa Hudson
6 7 8 9 10 11 12
Kirby LoPresto | A 4dison Smith Debra Reinhardt
Avery Vascellaro | A gam Vascellaro
13 14 15 16 17 18 19
David Niles Mason McDown | Ben Frantz Dwaine Bradley
Mary F. Hedrick |Irene George
20 21 22 23 24 25 26
Kylee R. Bradley Robbin Baker
Jeremy Dennis
Dianne Maier
27 28 29 30
Carol Short Sarah Mars Cindy Hill
Gus Thomas Bill Thrasher

Church Events in June:

Sunday, June 6 - Blood Drive
Wednesday, June 9 - Summer Children’s Wild Wednesday begins (11:30 am)

CAMPS:

June 6-11 - Chi Rho Camp in Guthrie, OK
June 27— July 2— CYF & Junior Camps







Caring and Sharing
by Betty Sessions

Thanks to Carol Short for introducing the grief shawls project to

us. We are hopeful the knitters and crafters in WOCC will adopt this
idea and help us provide grief shawls for members' future use.
Thanks also to Julie Williams from Good Shepherd Hospice for an
enlightening look at hospice care available in the Oklahoma City
area. We had lots of questions and received good answers and dis-
cussion on the need for preparing for death long before the need has
become necessary. We encourage everyone to talk to your family
and make known your wishes in preparation for the end of life ex-
perience. Betty Sessions, 470-1657

JUNE DATES:

Mid-month “for fun” dinner
ABEL’S MEXICAN RESTAURANT, 5822 NW 50th Street
JUNE 16, 2010 - 5:30 P.M.

Regular Meeting
JUNE 27, 2010- 4:00 P.M. WOCC ROOM 117
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Memorial Gifts

In Memory of Jane Mercer
David & Pat Brown
Mary Francis Hedrick

In Memory of Bob Cramer
Aubrey L. & Meredith Cocklin
Mary Francis Hedrick
John & Danet Trivette




WORSHIP ATTENDANCE &

TITHES / OFFERINGS
May 23 Contemporary Service 51 General Fund $ 5,028
Traditional Service 142 Capital Fund 1,095
193 Pentecost 538

May 30 Contemporary Service 42 General Fund $ 5,008
Traditional Service 76 Capital Fund 280
118



PRAYER CONCERNS:

John Coppedge family; Bob Cramer family; Josephine Everett;
Jane Mercer family

Those serving our Country: Cody North (son of lan & Teresa
Jones); Jonathan Mai (friends of the Wilkerson family), Phillip Fer-
guson (Bob/Dorothy Ferguson's grandson); Becky Chown (John
Lassiter's granddaughter) Peace Corps -Central South Africa;

Heather Tolle, US Air Force, Qatar (Bonnie Bailey’s niece)
(Please notify the church office with any changes.)






