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  Seventeen Mission Partners from seven Christian Churches joined together to volun-
teer with Central Oklahoma Habitat in Shawnee for framing a new home for Brad, Lea and 
their three children.  Eric Gray and I represented Western Oaks on this team.  We scheduled 
to work Tuesday through Friday, but the rain on 
Wednesday moved us to indoor work on SE 25th 
in Oklahoma City.  Several families and our CWF 
helped with funds for expenses and building sup-
plies.  Thank you to all who helped with funds 
and volunteering.  The pictures are from 
Wednesday in OKC, and the house in Shawnee 
that was only a slab on Tuesday morning.  You 

get to 
meet great Disciple Christians and build friendships 
that last a life time on mission trips. Hope you can go 
with us next time. 

Coordinator,  
Tom Russell 

 The Caring and Sharing Group met at Western Oaks Christian Church.  This is a 
time for bonding and learning through educational growth.  T.J. Johnson provided the last 
program; he expanded our insight into the history and culture in the time of Jesus.  The 
importance of the subject of Cognitive/Dissident solutions are still pertinent in today’s life-
style.  This was followed by a class discussion on how they resolved many of their problems 
with an insight into different solutions. 

 

UPCOMING DATES: 

May 13    Charleston’s          5:00pm              NW Expressway 

May 17    Western Oaks Christian Church    MEETING TIME  4:00pm—5:00pm 

May 27     Food Factory     5:00pm              NW 23rd 

Caring & Sharing 
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Charlene Newkirk  5/3 

Karla Reiter  5/3 

Kay Jewell  5/3 

Lura Cayton  5/9 

Liam U’Ren  5/11 

Robert Frantz  5/12 

Steve Carney  5/12 

George Goodner  5/18 

Lloyd Pratt III  5/18 

Barbara Campbell  5/20 

Shirley Pritchett  5/22 

Jerry Hudson  5/23 

Don Eckel  5/24 

Sean Hassell  5/25 

Linda Frantz  5/25 

Monica Compton  5/27 

Jennifer Wilkinson  5/29 

Jedadia Tullis  5/29 

Virginia Hurt  5/31 

28th  Elders Prayer Breakfast 7:15am-8:15am 

 Worship Meeting 7:00pm-8:00pm 

30th  Halpain Piano Rehearsal 2:00pm-6:00pm 

 Book Study @ Rev. Daniel’s House 7:00pm-8:00pm 

Do you still have a Craft Show sign in your garage or car that hasn't made it back to us yet?  If so, 
please bring it to church so that we will have it for next year's show. We will have a box in the west 
foyer and south narthex next Sunday. Thank you again to everyone who helped us advertise our 
show.  It was a great success!!! 

Yard Signs 

1st  Wagner Studio Rehearsal 5:00pm-6:00pm 

2nd  CMF Breakfast @ Old Orchard 7:30am-8:30am 

 Wagner Studio Recital 2:00pm-4:30pm   
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 YES …the sun was shining on our CRAFT FAIR.  What a glorious day it was!  It is  difficult to count the 
number of shoppers, but we estimate 250 people enjoyed shopping at the 50+ vendors.  An excellent way 
to show off our beautiful church and meet numerous members and guests strolling about. 

 Thanks to EVERYONE who attended.  Special thanks to the helpers in the Heavenly Café …Duane and 
Jane Wood, Marilyn Chalk, Dorothy Uhl, and Linda Patzack.  Thank you to Bob Smith and George Lunsford 
for their “pre-Craft Fair” work on the grounds. 

 To everyone who displayed our signs – THANKS – and to Lynda Gervais at Ann’s Secret Garden for 
colorful balloons on Council and 23rd Street. 

 Hope Lairson and her helpers did a great job with lunch which added proceeds to their Youth 
Fund.  Youth helping us (and vendors) with set-up and take down were:  Jacob Foster, Matt Wilkerson, Vince 
Pinazza, Alex Wilkinson and, of course, Rocky Fearing.  Thanks guys!  We realize that we could not have a 
Craft Fair without the help of our awesome custodian, Lawrence Johnson, and Ken Whitt who handles our 
finances…thanks!  Helping with Door Prizes – which were abundant – were Cassidy Eastman and Irene 
Fowler.   

 Many of the vendors requested the date for our 2016 Craft Fair and their exit comments were ex-
tremely favorable.  We will be meeting shortly (after we recover), and set a date for 2016 and decide where 
we can best distribute our proceeds. 

THANKS AGAIN FOR YOUR SUPPORT 
Committee:  Jodie Conner, Fern Melton, Charlene Newkirk, Karen Starr 

Co-Chairs:  Kelli Fearing and Sandra Cook 

 The Property Committee has started taking an inventory of all of our church property.  It involves 
taking hundreds of photos of every nook and cranny of the church and outbuildings.  As part of this effort, 
we will be calling on various individuals to assist with specific documentation for certain areas.  For exam-
ple, we will need someone to put together a list of electrical equipment in the kitchen – size of refrigera-
tors, ovens, microwave.  

 The Administrative Committee will also be developing a detailed Disaster Plan, possibly by establish-
ing a separate subcommittee.  This plan will include such information as how to notify church members, 
where/how to set up temporary offices, where to store important church information such as insurance pa-
pers, inventory documentation, accounting information, church financial data, who is responsible for find-
ing a temporary church home, who is responsible for interviewing and hiring an architect to design a new 
church home, ensuring that all church files are backed up on a regular basis and filed off site.  The list of 
things to consider is considerable.  

 If you would like additional information about these important projects, please contact Jane May-
tubby or George Lunsford, Property Co-Chairs. 

     

Craft Fair 2015 

Church Inventory & Disaster Plan 
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Reading about Emily Tubman is like reading a modern fairy tale.  Not the ones like Cinderella, 
Snow White or Sleeping Beauty relying on Prince Charming to come res-
cue her.  No, this beautiful southern belle found herself overcoming the 
odds and societal prejudice to become one of the most influential people 
in Georgia in the early 1800’s.  In a time when women couldn’t vote, (few 
even had a voice in the church) she rose as a hero, a “super woman,” in 
Disciple’s history by becoming the administrator of a large plantation and 
helping to create a financial empire in Georgia.  But what made her a hero 
was what she did with her wealth.   

Her wealth came from her husband who had established this great 
plantation, but on his deathbed he did three important things.  He gave 
control of everything to her to which left many skeptical that the planta-
tion could possibly survive under the direction of a woman.  Then, he 
made it even more difficult with his next request which was to free all slaves.  In 1836, it was un-
thinkable to name a woman executor of such a vast estate, but it was also unthinkable to free all of 
the estate’s slaves in Georgia.  The last request was that she continue their summer journeys to Ken-
tucky to avoid the yellow fever plague that was prevalent in the hot summers in Georgia. 

She turned to her brother, a graduate from Yale’s law school, to teach her business and law; 
she proved to not only be an excellent student and a quick study but also a prolific steward.  She cre-
ated an empire investing in railroads, banks and other areas to expand her wealth.  Then, she offered 
her one-time slaves an inconceivable option in a pre-civil war era.  She gave them the choice of her 
paying their way to return to Africa with payment to start a new life in Liberia, or they could choose 
to stay with her and be paid workers.  Those who stayed were given a parcel of land and a home 
while 68 chose to take her offer to return to Africa. 

After she met Alexander Campbell and became an astute student of the Bible, she then be-
came a charter member of First Christian Church of Augusta.  It was then that she realized what she 
could do with her wealth as a Disciple of Christ.  She provided the necessary funds for numerous 
churches to be built throughout Georgia.  She not only paid for the buildings, but also the pastor’s 
salary to help these churches get the start they needed.  But more importantly, she knew that for the 
Disciple movement to prosper, it needed an educated ministry.  Thanks to her generosity, three 
Christian Colleges would find the funding necessary to build and be endowed.  Therefore, Bethany, 
Hiram and Midway Colleges were established. 

Emily Tubman never lost sight of being a voice for justice in her community, and she showed 
compassion to all.  She would build homes for the widows of fallen soldiers after the Civil War, and 
even allowed the defeated confederate soldiers to have a free ride on her train to take them home 
to begin their lives again.  It is through her love of kindness, her passion for justice, and her humble 
walk with God that she made such a great impact.  Her impact lead to uncountable leaders and min-
isters rising up through her generosity, including a president of Liberia who was a descendant of one 
of the individuals she helped to return to Africa. 

Disciples in History 

Emily Tubman (1794-1885)  
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“Do not be anxious 

about anything, but in 

every situation, by   

prayer and petition, 

with thanksgiving,     

present your requests 

to God.”                       

—Philippians 4:6 

 The people of Nepal 

 Sharon Roemer, Martha Buchanan’s 
friend in California, has been diag-
nosed with multiple cancers. 

 Praying for our members to be open 
to new things, allow changes, & wel-
come different ways to do things. 

 Lloyd Gosnell, Cynthia Hill’s cousin, 
has cancer. 

 Paul Gosnell, Cynthia Hill’s cousin, had 
surgery. 

 Marge Thein’s son, Wes Meyer, had 
bypass surgery at OU Med Center on 
April 1st. 

 Please pray for all who are testing in 
school for the next few weeks-
students, faculty, & others. 

 Renee Williams, friend of Martha Bu-
chanan, is devastated by cancer diag-
nosis. 

 Joan Stamman, Jan Sills’ cousin, has 
stage 4 colon cancer. 

 Jimmy Sills has a perforated ulcer. 

 Patty Fullerton, friend of the Newell 
family, at St. Anthony’s with Crohn’s 
disease. 

 Sharon Lutke, friend of Jan Ketola, 
dealing with recurrence of cancer. 

 Greg Morse, Linda Cobb’s nephew 

 Michael Mercy, nephew of Bill & Su-
zanne Parker, is battling cancer. 

 Dick & Lura Cayton 

 Debra Sweezy, Judy Walker’s sister, is 
in very critical health. 

 Danny Cartmill, Marlene Word’s 
nephew, has pancreatic cancer & de-
creasing in health. 

 Dorothy Ferguson undergoing chemo-
therapy treatments. 

 Millman family 

 Bill Parker’s cancer is in remission, & 
he will have a maintenance of chemo 
every 2 months. 

 Alvin Lawson, friend of the Lunsfords 

 Lou O’Brien 

Gratitude is our Attitude 
“Thank you for the lovely balloons for Secretary’s Day last week.  I have thoroughly enjoyed them, and I feel 
really appreciated.  It’s so amazing to work for such kind and considerate people.” 

—Janey Merry 
 
 
“Thank you God for the Habitat Build going up in Shawnee and all who are helping build a home for another 
family.” 

—Tom Russell 
 
 
“Special thanks to those who helped with the dinner for the Refuge Fellowship Church downtown Oklahoma 
City, April 13th. Pastor Noel Gray lead the service, and Pastor Daniel U'Ren served communion. Jean Sladek, 
Okie Merry, Marilyn Chalk, Dorothy Uhl and Judy Walker helped prepare chicken casserole to be served 
along with slaw, dinner rolls, packaged snacks for dessert and bottled water. Daniel, Aidan, and Liam U'Ren, 
Eric and Elizabeth Gray, Andrea and Gay Teter, Charlene, Judy and Dorothy served 100 guests. Thanks to Roy 
Avants for loading the food and supplies at the church and also to Eric Gray for unloading downtown and re-
loading items to return to church!  This mission wouldn't be possible without the efforts of all concerned.”   

—Charlene Newkirk, Community & World Missions 

Prayer Requests 
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Wild in the City 
One of the things I love about Western Oaks Christian Church is where we are located in 

the sense of being surrounded by God’s creation even though we are in the city.  The green 

grass, the tall trees, the birds serenading me when I arrive and the 

squirrels scurrying about.  The wildlife is abundant.  This sometimes 

means some unwelcome critters, too.  Due to this, a new secret service 

project has been formed called PCERP.  So if you find someone walking 

around in a suit and sunglasses talking into their wristwatch it is most 

likely a member of this team led by Jerry Cobb.  PCERP (Pole Cat Eradi-

cation & Removal Project) was initiated to catch Pepé Le Pew who had 

taken up residence in our playground. 

The wildlife around the church has also brought me into con-

tact with one of our neighbors, Fred Galliers, who has been tracking a family of foxes in the 

woods behind the church.  I see him frequently parking and walking into the woods, sometimes 

for hours.  He has set up cameras in the woods at the dens of these sly creatures, so he can keep 

tabs on them and watch as the new litter of pups grow.  I ran into Fred this morning as he carried 

his equipment out to the woods.  Today, he brought with him a dozen eggs.  He told me a heart-

breaking story about how the mother fox had gone missing, and after a few days of not seeing 

her they began a search.  They found her last Friday, injured and in 

poor shape.  Not knowing if she had been hit or attacked by a dog, 

they rushed her to “Wildcare”, an agency in Oklahoma City that 

offers veterinary services to injured wild animals.  

Unfortunately, the mother fox did not survive.  Fred shared that 

what he has witnessed is very unusual in that the father of the foxes 

has not abandoned the pups but is actually taking over the mother’s 

care.  So, he too, is trying to help out this little family by bringing 

them some extra food, eggs and road kill that he finds and brings 

close to the dens.  It is amazing the acts of love and compassion going on right here in our back-

yard. 

Shalom, 
Daniel 
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Christian Women’s Fellowship 
 Our annual May picnic will be Tuesday, May 12th, 10:00am, at Jenna Droke’s home,         
located at 4908 NW 31st Terr. OKC (phone: 606-4020). Bring a covered dish fitting for a picnic 
lunch.  Invite a guest!  We will have a fun and interesting program as well as installation of 2015-
2016 Officers which include:  Marlene Word – President, Lacinda Green — 1st VP, Jean Sladek – 
Secretary, Marilyn Chalk – Treasurer, Sue Gordon — Worship Leader, Barbara Gardner —       
Service, Mary Francis Hedrick — Calling Committee, Okie Merry — Coffee Fellowship                
Coordinator, and Barbara Campbell — Sunshine Coordinator.   

 

Summer Birthdays  
May:  Charlene Newkirk (3), Laura Cayton (6), and Barbara Campbell (20). Bring or mail your card 
to the May picnic.   
June:  Mary Francis Hedrick (16)  
July: Linda Patzack (2), Ann Catlin (5), Betty Jane Spreier (7), Marlene Word (13), Deana Smith 
(18), Jean Amos (31) 
August: Sue Gordon (14) and Marion Cross (23) 
Please remember to mail your cards to them as their birthdays come up throughout the summer.   
 

 Please remember to bring your Blessing Box money collected over the past several months.  
We will vote on where to send that donation as well.  This is our last business meeting until next 
September.  Please mark your calendars to attend this fun event at Jenna’s.  We will look forward 
to seeing YOU there!!!!   

Bike Rally 
 We are inviting the people who have been given bicycles at Chain Reaction to join us on the ride, 
and they’ll be given a t-shirt.  We need folks willing to sponsor individuals for $15.  Please make your 
check payable to First Christian Church and mark it for “Chain Reaction”.  Any questions call me at (405) 
650-3335.   —Tom Russell 

 
 
 

Chain Reaction Bicycle Rally 

Saturday, May 9 

First Christian Church 

3700 N. Walker 

Oklahoma City 

(405) 525-6551 



Vacation Bible School 



Youth Soundbite 
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Discovery Camp (Grades 2-3): June 12-14 

Junior Camp (Grades 4-5): June 15-19 

Chi Rho Camp (Grades 6-8): June 1-5 

CYF Conference (Grades 9-12): June 22-26 

  

. . . . 

As the end of the school year comes around, we all might be really stressed out.  We might be worried about the end 

of the year test or what to do during the summer.  This is an easy time to get caught up in the moments of frustration and 

animosity.  Life is not always easy.  Sometimes it is just plain hard.  It is in these times that we must pay more attention to 

trying to be happy.  I am not saying you have to fake happiness, but you must make a conscious choice to choose to be happy.  

It does absolutely no good to live a life full of anger and bitterness.  You have a purpose in this world.  You cannot fulfill your 

purpose while being constantly upset.  

 

“May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace as you trust in him, so that you may overflow with hope by the 

power of the Holy Spirit.” – Roman 15:13 

 

Tips for Finding Happiness: 

 Don’t allow your joy to be stolen by the negative things that happen.  

 Laugh more at yourself and find something to laugh about daily. 

 Forgive yourself and others for mistakes. 

 Take care of yourself and others by practicing acts of kindness.  

 Learn to enjoy God, yourself, and others around you.  

 

Upcoming Events 

May 2nd- Youth Sunday Rehearsal 1:00pm—4:00pm 

May 3rd- Youth Sunday 

May 10th- No Youth (Mother’s Day) 

 

Peace and Blessings, 
Hope Lairson 
Interim Youth Director  



Announcements 

1 

Anyone interested in helping with a bridal shower 

for Tyler & his finace, please call the church office 

or Sandra Cook (840-5758). 



O A K B R I D G E  

Date ATTENDANCE  

4/19/15 9:00 AM  47 

 11:00 AM 83 

4/26/15 9:00 AM 46 

 11:00 AM 91 

Date GIVING 

4/19/15 General $5,816.26 

 Capital $195 

4/26/15 General  $5,050.51 

 Capital $100 
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Articles for the 

next OakBridge 

will be due 

Monday,    

May 11, at 

noon. 

  Please          

remember,     

articles must be 

500 words or 

less.   

Disciples Home Missions has created “Christian Family Week” beginning Sunday, 

May 3rd through Sunday, May 10th (Mother’s Day) as a time that we celebrate par-

ents, grandparents and others who are helping to care for children.  This is a time for 

us to remember all that it takes to care for a child and that parents need support.  

What are some things you can do to help support families?  Consider sponsoring a 

child to attend church camp, volunteer at schools to read to kids or join us on Satur-

day, May 9th, to celebrate families of all shapes and sizes.   



Loving God and Serving Our Neighbor 

We’re on the web!

www.woccdoc.org 

Church Staff 

Rev. Daniel U’Ren — Senior Minister (Daniel@woccdoc.org) 

Janey Merry — Administrative Assistant (Janey@woccdoc.org) 

Hope Lairson — Youth Interim Director 

Dr. Ronald Manning — Music Director (ronald_manning@att.net) 

Jan Hulsey — Interim Pianist 

Todd Newell — Praise Band Leader 

Rosanne Rowe, Steve Powers, Hope Lairson, Jeff Newell & Brett Hawk — Praise Band Members 

Vincent Pinazza — Sound Technician 

Lawrence Johnson — Custodian 

Samantha VanOsdol — Nursery Supervisor 

Cynthia Mize & Kiersten Hamill — Nursery Attendants 

«Name» 

«Address» 

«City» 


