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 How is your Lenten journey so far?  What are you doing to get in touch with God dur-
ing this season?  Have you been able to stick to your promises, or have you found yourself 
slacking?  As early as the 4th century, we can find hints to the observance of Lent as being a 
40 day period to prepare for Easter through prayer, fasting and sacrifice.  Of course, the sig-
nificance of 40 days can be found in several places.  Moses spent 40 days and nights on 
Mount Sinai with God, Elijah walked for 40 days and nights to be with God on Mount Horeb, 
but most importantly, Jesus fasted for 40 days in the wilderness before beginning his ministry.   
 According to writings of St. Augustine of Augustus, the early tradition was to abstain 
from eating anything that comes from the flesh for 40 days as a way to fast:  no meat, milk, 
cheese, or eggs (pretty much a vegetarian diet).  No wonder eggs became so popular on East-
er morning!  In addition, people were asked to give up something beyond meat as a sacrifice.  
Something that is a part of their lives and something that will make them more aware of their 
dependence on God. 
 Today, we are pretty relaxed about dietary restrictions and giving up things.  If you do 
participate in Lent, it can be a rewarding experience.  I know several people who take on a 
healthier habit during Lent to improve their lives.  This too, can be just as hard and remind us 
of our dependence on God if we decide to increase exercise or decrease candies and sweets.  
Interesting fact:  Lent lasts 6 weeks, and guess how long psychologists say it takes to establish 
a new habit or break an old one? 6 weeks. 

But there is a little known secret to Lent.  Have you ever added up the days in Lent 
from Ash Wednesday to Easter?  You might be surprised to discover Lent lasts 46 days.  
What!? Is someone trying to get a few extra days in on us?  No.  Actually, the extra days are 
the Sabbath, a day of rest, a time to take a break even from your fasting.  Every Sunday during 
Lent then becomes like a “mini” Easter to help us make it through Lent. 

Whatever we do, taking on a habit or giving up something, the point of this exercise is 
to recall Christ’s journey to Jerusalem was not an easy one.  Just as we journey towards Easter 
making ourselves more aware of our shortcomings, we remember (more importantly) that 
our journey is not alone.  God is there with us through it all.  May your Lenten journey be 
blessed. 

March 29—Palm Sunday Services Sunday  
April 2—Maundy Thursday Service  7:00pm 
April 3—Prayer Vigil 

April 4—Youth Waffle Breakfast Fundraiser  10:00am 
 Community Easter Egg Hunt  11:00am 
April 5—Easter Sunrise Service  7:00am 
 9:00 Service 
 11:00 Service 

Shalom, 
Daniel 
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15th  Caring & Sharing Meeting 4:00pm-5:00pm 

 No Youth (Spring Break) 

 Soup for the Soul 6:00pm-7:30pm 

17th  Elders Prayer Breakfast 7:15am-8:15am 

 Admin Meeting 7:00pm-8:00pm    

22nd No Youth (Spring Break) 

 Soup for the Soul 6:00pm-7:30pm 

Western 

Oaks 

Christian 

Church  

 

Saturday,          

April 4th  

11:00am 

Youth will serve “All You 

Can Eat Waffles” for $5 

starting at 10:00am 

23rd  OakBridge articles DUE 12:00pm 

25th  Caring & Sharing Eat Out 4:30pm-5:30pm 

28th  Spring Church Clean-up 9:00am-12:00pm 

29th  Family Day @ the Zoo 12:00pm-2:00pm 

 Soup for the Soul 6:00pm-7:30pm 

31st  Elders Prayer Breakfast 7:15am-8:15am 
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Youth Soundbite 
The duration between Ash Wednesday and Easter is a time in the church to recognize Lent.  What 
is Lent?  Lent is developed from the word “lengten,” which means spring.  Now, it all makes 
sense!  Lent usually encompasses spring time, except this year winter seems to be lingering.  It is 
also when we practice setting our clocks forward.  I dislike losing that hour of precious sleep.  But, 
these practices are all relevant to the time of Lent.  It is a time when we anticipate the light of Je-
sus.  So when we lose that hour of “darkness,” let that remind us that this is a time for darkness in 
a sense.  This is the time to remember the world as a broken place. This is the time to remember 
the struggles that Jesus encountered throughout his life.  Let this be a time to intentionally think 
and act like Jesus did in a broken world.  

Upcoming Events: 
March 15 & 22  No Youth (Spring Break) 
March 29  Family Day Zoo Adventure  
April 4  Waffle Breakfast Fundraiser & Community Easter Egg Hunt  

Peace and Blessings, 
Hope Lairson 
Interim Youth Director  

 

 

Sunday, Mar. 29th 
 12:30pm 
Pack a Lunch 

Children (3-11) $4 
Adults $5 

Purchase Tickets from Hope 
by Mar. 22nd 

Western 

Oaks 

Christian 

Church  

Saturday,          

April 4th  

11:00am 

Youth will serve “All You 

Can Eat Waffles” for $5 

starting at 10:00am 

Prayer Chain Scheduled 
 For many at WOCC, participation in the prayer chain has come to be one of the most significant 

Lenten Disciplines.  It is an opportunity to pray for WOCC, family and friends, and the world. The Prayer 

Chain will occur on April 3, 2015, from 6:00am until 9:00pm.  It is an opportunity for you to sign up for 

prayer times in 30 minute blocks of time.  Several people have discovered that 30 minutes is not enough 

and sign up for a longer time.  We will have hosts in the building at all times to welcome those who come 

to pray and so that you will not be alone in the church.  If you are unable to come to the church, you can 

also sign up to pray at home.  Be praying about your participation and watch for the sign up poster. 
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A fun HOSPITALBLE evening was had by everyone who attended the Fellowship Dinner spon-
sored by the CWF on March 8th.  We had approximately 75 in attendance 
to enjoy the good ‘ole fashioned potluck dinner and fabulous gospel sing-
ing, sharing, and entertainment by “The Quintessential”.  

The CWF want to extend a BIG thanks to all the men who assisted 
with the tables (both before and after the evening); to each family for sup-
plying the smorgasbord of family favorite potluck dishes for everyone to 
enjoy; to Vincent Pinazza for operating the sound system so “The Quintes-
sential” could share their beautiful talents of singing; and to all the ladies 
who served on the committees to help make this a fun and successful 
evening for everyone.  

For the monthly meeting on Tuesday, we continued the series 
“Nine Fruits of the Spirit” and the subject was “Patience”.  Our birthday 
ladies for March are: Chris Brehm and Marilyn Storm. Our hostesses for 
the meeting were: Ginny Johnson, Jean Sladek, and Danet Trivette. All ladies of the church and our 
surrounding neighbors are invited to attend CWF activities. 

CWF Fellowship Potluck Dinner 

Lenten Cross Enhances Worship 
 The Worship Committee trusts that your worship ex-

perience has been enhanced this Lenten season through the 

use of the Lenten Cross.  During Lent, we think about our hu-

manity and prepare ourselves for the events of Holy Week 

and the Celebration of the Resurrection and conquering of 

Death. We have been challenged to think about the ways we 

have participated in extinguishing the Light that came into 

the World in Advent and Christmas.  The Worship Committee 

would like to thank George Lunsford for constructing the 

Cross that is being used in the 11:00am Worship. 
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You Were Created to Sing 
 I hope you enjoy reading how and why we are created to sing by Rick Gamache.  If you wish to see the 
scriptural basis upon which this belief is based you might also enjoy following the scriptural references in this 
article reprint.  We who provide music for worship each Sunday morning and for other special occasions have 
agreed that we indeed do believe, as this article has said so well, that we are “created to sing.”  Enjoy!   

—Ron Manning 
  
 God created you in his own image to dream, work, laugh, love, labor, hope, eat, and enjoy the good 
gifts in this world.  “A man is such a noble work of God,” said 19th-century preacher Charles Spurgeon, “he 
cannot have been intended merely to measure off yards of silk, or weigh pounds of sugar, or sweep street 
crossings, or put on crowns, robes, and diamonds. There is something grander than that for man to do.”  Yes, 
and most grand of all: God created you to worship, praise, and sing. 
 The beauty of Christ is the cause of our songs. His glory draws worship from our hearts to our lips 
(Revelation 5:6–14, 7:9–12).  This Christ-centered, thank-filled worship is the capstone over everything else 
we are and do in this life (1 Corinthians 10:30–31, Colossians 3:17). 
And so we sing.  To the best of our ability, we sing in our homes.  We sing with our families.  We sing alone in 
our cars on the drive to work.  We sing together on Sundays. 
 And as we raise our voices in church we are “addressing one another in psalms and hymns and spiritu-
al songs, singing and making melody to the Lord with your heart, giving thanks always and for everything to 
God the Father in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ” (Ephesians 5:19–20). 
 So how do we “speak to one another” in our singing?  Pastor Rick Gamache explains it like this: 
We come here to worship together — to respond rightly to the glory of God in Christ as the church. And 
when we do that, we are fulfilling the very reason we were created. And as we do that, as we sing, we are 
also helping others fulfill the reason why they were created.  Maybe they came in here burdened by their cir-
cumstances and their heart is cold, but when they hear you sing of God’s sovereignty and wisdom and love, 
the burden is lifted and so they lift their voice in song with you.  Maybe they came in weighed down by the 
knowledge of their own sin, but when they hear you sing about Christ, who died to bear the punishment of 
our sin in our place, and who lived a righteous life that’s now credited to our account, the weight is lifted and 
the heart is softened and they join you and lift their voice in song. 
 As we sing, our Spirit-filled delight in Christ ministers to the burdened, nudges them to look past the 
afflictions they carried in, points them back to Christ, and encourages them to rejoin the pleasure of engaging 
in what we are all created for — worshiping our glorious Savior. 
 
Rick Gamache is a seminar speaker at the Desiring God 2014 Conference for Pastors. 
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O A K B R I D G E  

Prayer Requests 
 Patty Fullerton, friend of the Newell 

family, at St. Anthony’s with Crohn’s 

disease 

 Sharon Lutke, friend of Jan Ketola, 

dealing with recurrence of cancer 

 Greg Morse, Linda Cobb’s nephew 

 Waddle family (Dylan, Leah, & chil-

dren) lost their 5-yr-old daughter/

sister, Emersyn   

 Michael Mercy, nephew of Bill & Su-

zanne Parker, is battling cancer 

 Safety & wisdom for all the families in 

the Middle East 

 Dick & Lura Cayton 

 Willie Evans, friend of Martha Buchan-

an, is coping with terminal cancer. 

 Debra Sweezy, Judy Walker’s sister, is 

in very critical health. 

 Danny Cartmill, Marlene Word’s 

nephew, has pancreatic cancer & de-

creasing in health. 

 Dorothy Ferguson undergoing chemo-

therapy treatments. 

 Millman family 

 Bill Parker’s cancer is in remission, & 

he will have a maintenance of chemo 

every 2 months. 

 Alvin Lawson, friend of the Lunsfords 

 Lou O’Brian 

Date ATTENDANCE  

3/1/15 9:00 AM  21 

 11:00 AM 27 

3/8/15 9:00 AM  42 

 11:00 AM 67 

Date GIVING 

3/1/15 General $11,749.25 

 Capital $485 

3/8/15 General $8,492.11 

 Capital $770 
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Articles for the 

next OakBridge 

will be due 

Monday,  

March 23, at 

noon. 

  Please          

remember,     

articles must be 

500 words or 

less.   

Gratitude is our Attitude 
“Thankful for my temporary teaching job!”  —Christine Wagner 

 
“Thank you to all who made it to the Regional Food Bank in spite of the 
weather.”  —Tom Russell 

Blanket Offering = $388 
Tools Offering = $221 

These collections go to the Special Offering for Church World Services. 

CWS Donation 



Loving God and Serving Our Neighbor 

We’re on the web!

www.woccdoc.org 

Church Staff 

Rev. Daniel U’Ren — Senior Minister (Daniel@woccdoc.org) 

Janey Merry — Administrative Assistant (Janey@woccdoc.org) 

Hope Lairson — Youth Interim Director 

Dr. Ronald Manning — Music Director (ronald_manning@att.net) 

Jan Hulsey — Interim Pianist 

Todd Newell — Praise Band Leader 

Darren Heath, Rosanne Rowe, Steve Powers, Hope Lairson, & Jeff Newell — Praise Band Members 

Vincent Pinazza — Sound Technician 

Lawrence Johnson — Custodian 

Samantha VanOsdol — Nursery Supervisor 

Cynthia Mize & Kiersten Hamill — Nursery Attendants 

«Name» 

«Address» 

«City» 


