
Matt, he is in many ways a 
Timothy—a talented and 
wonderful   musician.  As we 
watched him over the years, 
he has cemented a place in 
our hearts.  It is painful to 
let go, but I do pray          
everyone will wish the very 
best for Matt and all these   
amazing opportunities   
coming his way. 

 

When we refer to       
someone as a “Timothy”, it 
is usually someone who 
has grown in his ministry 
to blossom and start off on 
his own.  However, a    
Timothy does not have to 
be just a minister; they 
come in all sorts of shapes, 
sizes and talents.  We are 
full of pride watching peo-

ple grow in their ability, 
and to watch them mature 
is such a rewarding experi-
ence.  Although, the inevi-
table departure can be 
even more painful; we 
don't want to see them go. 
But in order for them to 
continue to grow, they 
have to take the opportuni-
ties afforded them.  With 
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JANUARY 2015 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    1 2 3 

4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

11 12 13 14 15 16 17 

18 19 20 21 22 23 24 

25 26 27 28 29 30 31 

 

Wendi Howry  2/1 

Chris Jones  2/1 

Sarah Mueller  2/2 

William Compton  2/3 

Pat Gentis  2/3 

Martha Buchanan  2/5 

Zadie Grigsby  2/5 

Mavarick Hampton  2/5 

Rita Walker  2/5 

Megan Watts  2/6 

Pat Brown  2/7 

Okie Merry  2/7 

Bobby Beck  2/8 

Sarah Howry  2/8 

Madison Lance  2/8 

Nevonna Schroeder  2/9 

John Regan  2/10 

Annie Steiger  2/10 

Jerry Cobb  2/11 

Kiersten Hamill  2/11 

Samuel Regan  2/12 

Arlene Sweet  2/12 

Suzanne Parker  2/13 

Donna Houchin  2/14 

Abby Smith  2/14 

Paula Wall  2/14 

Brandon Watts  2/15 

Claude Williams  2/15 

Linda Bass  2/16 

Ashlee Powers  2/17 

Terry Singleton  2/17 

Carol Allen  2/18 

Julie Garrett  2/18 

Jennifer Lasseter  2/18 

Dixie Ledbetter  2/18 

Valerie Manning  2/20 

Colten Cortez  2/21 

Lindy Giesbrecht  2/22 

Jimmy Ille 2/22 

Khristian Boyd  2/23 

Kara Brasher  2/23 

Janis Tanksley  2/23 

Gerald Day  2/26 

Eli Mars  2/27 

Catherine Suchy  2/27 

Danet Trivette 2/28 

Schedule of 

Events 

 27th   Education Committee Meeting  

6:00pm-7:00pm 

 28th   Bridge for Fun  1:00pm-4:00pm 

Caring & Sharing Eat Out @ Applebee’s  

4:30pm-6:30pm 

“Resolving Everyday Conflict” Bible Study  

7:00pm-8:30pm 

 31st   Leadership Training School     

8:30am-2:00pm 

   CYAA Meeting  2:00pm-4:00pm 

 Feb 1st   Elder Meeting  12:15pm-1:15pm 

 Feb 3rd   Capital Campaign Consultation  

6:30pm-8:30pm  
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Food Bank Project 
 

Enjoy VOLUNTEERING, FELLOWSHIP, & FOOD 

Thursday, March 5, 2015 

 Join with friends from WOCC and other Campbellite churches to help the Regional Food Bank      

package food for Oklahomans in need (children to seniors). Either 9:00am—12:00pm  OR  1:00pm—4:00pm 

with a free lunch at NW Christian Church (N. May and 30th).   

 Contact Tom Russell for your FREE lunch ticket for food and fellowship.  Plan to car pool with friends 

to the Food Bank  (3355 S. Purdue, OKC).  Take Mac Arthur south to SW 36th, turn east (left if coming from    

I-40), go 4 or 5 blocks to S. Purdue, turn north (left turn), arrive at 3355 S. Purdue and head to the Volunteer 

Door at the north end of the building. 

 We have tasks that are done standing and others that can be done sitting.  Most anyone can come 

and help.  Donations for food purchases are always needed.  You can make your check out to the “Regional 

Food Bank” and put it in the offering. 

To register or for questions call Tom Russell at 946-5909,  tomrussell1@cox.net 

Youth Soundbite 
 Some members of the congregation met to discuss the future of our youth group.  We 
discussed where the group has been in the past, where we are in the present, and where we 
would like to go. We asked big questions like “how can we bring more youth into the               
congregation, while still reaching the ones that are present?”   
 One of the main goals that arose from this discussion was the implementation of inter-
generational connections within the congregation.  This does not mean that the youth are just 
present in worship and in youth group meetings.  It means that children, adolescents, young 
adults, adults, and seniors are present and participating in all aspects of the church.  ALL are    
welcomed and encouraged in the eyes of the congregation.   Not only is everyone present but 
actively engaged with one another.  The youth will be asked to get to know people of all ages on 
a deeper level as a part of this new goal.  Please help them by reaching out and getting to know 
them on a deeper level as well.  When a youth reads the Psalm, show them your appreciation. 
Also, sign-up to bring a snack to the youth group, so you can join them in a dinner conversa-
tion.  Ask them if you can come to one of their sporting events or a fine arts performance.  Write 
them a card if you have not seen them in a few weeks. You can simply remember their names 
and tell them you are glad they are a part of this congregation.  Thank you to the youth sponsors, 
who continue to build intergenerational connection every Sunday.  Together we are a stronger, 
better congregation.  
 
But Jesus called the children to him and said, “Let the children come to me, and do not hinder 
them, for the kingdom of God belongs to such as these.” – Psalm 62:1-2 

Peace and Blessings, 
Hope Lairson 

 31st   Leadership Training School     

8:30am-2:00pm 

   CYAA Meeting  2:00pm-4:00pm 

 Feb 1st   Elder Meeting  12:15pm-1:15pm 

 Feb 3rd   Capital Campaign Consultation  

6:30pm-8:30pm  
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 . . .  and the WINNERS are Kelli Fearing and Rev. Daniel U’Ren!  But in our heart of hearts they 
were ALL winners: Charlene Newkirk, Karen Russell, Dave Brown, Steve Lairson and Jimmy Ille       
– contestants in the WOCC 2015 Chili Cook-Off, Sunday evening, January 18.   

 The team of five judges consisted of: Tom Jewell, John Trivette, Carol Akin, Lissa Foster and 
Barbara Johnson.  They deliberated long and hard before announcing the best chili in appearance, 
aroma, taste, texture and use of spices.  This is SERIOUS BUSINESS, folks!  They had to choose 
from Road Kill chili, White chili, Wild Game chili, Green chili, Bean, and No Bean chili. 

 A good time was reported by over 100 members and guests who attended the Chili Cook-Off. 

 A condiment table provided everything you needed to enhance the chili of your choice,       
including hot cornbread and homemade salsa from Charmaine Hipp.  Jenna Droke provided the   
vegetable soup for those who did not favor chili. 

 A dessert bar featuring tasty delights from the kitchens of Fern Melton, Okie Merry, Sandra 
Cook, and Jenna Droke put a fine finish on the meal. 

 Again, “It takes a whole village.”  Preparations included the WOCC Fellowship Committee:  
Okie Merry, Charlene Newkirk, Sandra Cook, Jenna Droke and Charles Mohr with the support and 
assistance of Mary Garrison and Margaret Blackerby.  Pre-preparations (readying the space for 
the Fellowship Dinner) were Fern and Bob Melton and their Sunday School class and Contempo-
rary Worship. 

 The incredible table décor, compliments of Linda Gervais from Ann’s Secret Garden, added the 
perfect touch of large Green and Red Chili Peppers creating a most festive atmosphere. 

 To work off all the fine food, Katy Huffman from the Cube (Council 
Road Baptist Church), led us in a series of aerobic moves that generated 
lots of smiles and a few groans.  

 To quiet our groans, Caroline Sharp presented a spiritual and uplifting 
vocal music performance followed by a “Going Forth” benediction by Rev. 
Tom Jewell. 

 If you missed the WOCC Chili Cook-Off, you missed a good time,   
great food, and great fellowship. 

Chili Cook-Off 

Mission Moment 
“After you gave us the socks, we drove across town to meet our family for lunch.  On the way, we 

saw a woman asking for money at an intersection.  We tucked some money into the cuffs of the 

socks and handed it to her.  She smiled and said "God bless you!"  I think she was really surprised 

and grateful to get them.  It made us feel good, too.”     —George & Dean Lunsford 

 

“Please pray for the Chain Reaction Ministry; they need bicycles.”     —Tom Russell   
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Prayer Requests 

“Do not be anxious 

about anything, but in 

every situation, by   

prayer and petition, 

with thanksgiving,     

present your requests 

to God.”                       

—Philippians 4:6 

 The Caton’s (friends of Parker & 

Marion Cross) 

 Willie Evans, friend of Martha    

Buchanan, is coping with terminal 

cancer. 

 Scot Gordon, B.R. & Sue Gordon’s 

nephew, is in the hospital in    

Denton, TX. 

 Debra Sweezy, Judy Walker’s     

sister, is in very critical health. 

 Pray for Refuge Church & the 

homeless out in the cold; may 

they find warmth. 

 Pray for families of deployed      

military—strength, patience, & 

faith for those who wait; help us       

support & uplift them.   

 Scott & Angie Tucker (Wagners’ 

friends) delivered very-premature 

twins at 26 wks; pray for strength 

& healing. 

 Danny Cartmill (Marlene Word’s 

nephew) has pancreatic cancer & 

decreasing in health. 

 Dorothy Ferguson undergoing 

chemotherapy treatments. 

 Michele Uhlig (Virginia  Johnson’s 

daughter) is under hospice care. 

 Millman family 

 Bill Parker’s cancer is in remission, 

& he will have a maintenance of 

chemo every 2 months. 

 Alvin Lawson (friend of the      

Lunsfords) 

 Lou O’Brian 

Gratitude is our Attitude 
“Our grandson, Brandon Watts, who has been deployed in Saudi Arabia is back home after his tour of duty.  

He will continue his duty with the USAF Reserves.  We thank our church for the ongoing prayers for him 

while he was serving his country overseas.” 

—Suzanne Parker 

 

“Praises!  I have been hired (long-term sub) to teach 6th grade math from February to the end of the school 

year in our kids’ district!  So excited to get back to class and to be employed.  Thanks for your prayers!”   

—Christine Wagner 
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“This meeting was 

very informative, 

and the group 

really appreciated 

Mrs. Brown’s time 

and efforts...” 

Caring & Sharing 

O A K B R I D G E  

 The last meeting on January 18 was very informative to all the members and 

guests.  The guest speaker was Pat Brown, a retired attorney, who presented a    

program on the needs for planning for our future and benefits offered in the state of 

Oklahoma.  She presented the group a handbook for Senior Citizens that is           

published by the Oklahoma Bar Association, The Young Lawyers Division. 

 This booklet is an overview of all the areas that could be needed in this fu-

ture planning.  It’s purpose is to be an easy-to-read guide for seniors citizens to use 

in their daily activities. 

 The Handbook is intended only to be an introduction to issues of concern.  

It’s not to serve as legal advice, but to give resources to further information and acts 

as a reference program.  Not all of the information contained in the Handbook was 

written by licensed attorneys. 

 Mrs. Brown discussed planning for the future and the need for Durable    

Powers of Attorney and the different areas that would be helpful for anyone in this 

stage of planning, such as: Insurance, Guardianship, Conservatorship, and different 

types of Wills.  Any of these resource areas would ease the burden on your family 

and friends, thus answering the question “What is an Advance Directive for Health 

Care?” 

 Another subject area that some were interested in was Reversed Mortgages 

and the three types.  Mrs. Brown brought consumer information, enough for each 

individual to take home to study and become more aware of the many faceted     

programs.   This meeting was very informative, and the group really appreciated 

Mrs. Brown’s time and efforts to keep us better informed, especially during this time 

that decisions need to be made in our lives. 

 

Our Next Meetings: 

January 28th   Applebee’s @ 4:30pm (Located at 6020 SW 3rd St.)       

February 9th   Swadley’s Bar-b-que @ 4:30pm (Located on the southeast corner of 

38th & Rockwell)  
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Stories after Sermons 
 I do enjoy when a sermon has touched someone, really spoke to his/her life, sparked a memory that 

leads to an enjoyable conversation.  The last couple of weeks have been full of those stories from others   

traveling in Germany, struggling with the different “Rules of the Road”, and stories of overcoming our 

“Brokenness.”   

 One story in particular stood out to me concerning the devastation that occurred in the explosion at 

the Murrah Building.  After all the rubble had been cleared and the surrounding buildings deemed safe to en-

ter, people entered to start the cleanup.  One person entered the Methodist church that was close by and 

noticed some stained glass; they had come inches from stepping on a piece that was still intact.  When they 

cleared off all the broken pieces and rubble that laid on top, they could see what they held was actually the 

only large, unbroken fragment of stained glass.  What a special piece it was, for amidst all of this brokenness, 

they gazed upon the face of Jesus. 

 This image was reformed into a new window with the words, “The Lord takes broken pieces and by his 

love makes us whole.”  What a great way to remind us to remember the presence of God in the brokenness 

of our lives. 

Shalom, 

Daniel 



New WOCC Member 
 

 
 Please give a heartfelt WOCC welcome to our newest member, Dianne Ille, who on January 12 joined 
her husband, Jimmy, as a part of our congregation.  Jimmy and Dianne were married at Western Oaks on No-
vember 17, 2014, and after visiting for several months before and after the marriage, Dianne decided to 
move her membership from Red Rock First Baptist Church. 
 
 Dianne was born and raised in Beggs, Oklahoma, where she graduated high school and then worked 
for an accounting firm.  She was one of seven children.  After high school she married and moved to Red Rock 
where she and her former husband farmed for over 30 years.  Along the way they had two sons, Martin, who 
is now a Mechanical Engineer and Inventor, and William who is a Network Administrator for a large manufac-
turing company.  Dianne also has two grandchildren—McKenna, 8, and Jaxon 5.  While she lived in Red Rock, 
Dianne at one time had three “part-time” jobs.  First was farm work where she regularly operated and re-
paired heavy equipment such as backhoes and forklifts, second 
was in an accounting firm, and third was at the hospital in the H.R. 
department.  The skills that she acquired during her farming ca-
reer prepared her for the job she has now as a mechanic for OG&E 
where she works on heavy equipment.  Our own Jimmy Ille sold 
parts to the buyers at OG&E, but he delivered them direct to the 
people who needed the parts, one of whom was Dianne.  She 
jokes that the first time he ever saw her, she had grease on her 
face.    
 
 Dianne was a member of the First Baptist Church in Beggs 
during her childhood, and she was baptized when she was 16.  She 
experienced a physical healing at that time, and that healing was 
transformative to her and to her family.  In Red Rock, Dianne was 
also a member of the First Baptist Church.   Dianne sang with a 
group of farm ladies in and around Red Rock, “Hearts in Harmo-
ny,” and enjoyed that for many years before it recently disbanded. 
 
 Dianne’s hobbies are singing, sports (snow skiing, hiking, OSU tailgating, etc.), and family time.   She 
loves being physically active.  Dianne’s favorite church activities are music (she often sang solos at Red Rock 
FBC), Sunday School, and fellowship.  When asked what she liked most about Western Oaks, she said she 
loves the friendly and welcoming people.  We are delighted that you are here, Mrs. Dianne Ille, and we look 
forward to getting to know you better. 
 

Room Change for Bible Study 
The “Resolving Everyday Conflict” Bible Study class has been meeting in the Parlor (room 112-113), 

but a better-suited space will meet the group’s needs.  The Bible Study will now be held in the         

Fellowship area (room 114).     



In the last OakBridge, I began a series of articles titled, “Disciples in History”.  The focus of these arti-

cles is to take a look back to see the predominant influences in the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) since 

its inception out of the Restoration movement of the early 1800’s.  However, I wanted to take a closer look 

at the influential leaders other than the more commonly known ones (such as Thomas and Alexander Camp-

bell or Barton Stone), and something amazing stood out through some research.  The Christian Church 

(Disciples of Christ) has always been the vanguard of many social justice issues in American History.  From 

slavery and suffrage to caring for widows and orphans, the Christian Church has historically been leading the 

charge in the fight against injustice and struggling to break the bonds of oppression.   

 Looking at a few examples of how the church stayed ahead of the social movements throughout 

history we find people like Caroline Neville Pearre.  Caroline was known as the “Mother of the 

Christian Woman’s Board of Missions”.  As a teacher, she taught at some of the leading seminar-

ies in the 1800’s.  However, a seminary in the 1800’s had a completely different meaning than 

today.  In the 1800’s, a seminary was a school for women and usually focused on becoming a 

teacher.  She was also frustrated at the lack of active missionaries or mission sites, so she started 

working on getting the women’s groups more organized.  Her vision was to provide leadership skills to the 

women of the church who would then unite their churches together to better serve communities and take 

mission work beyond their communities.  She had a passion for foreign educational, evangelical and relief 

efforts which led her to the creation of the Christian Woman’s Board of Missions (CWBM) in 1874.  The 

CWBM became a voice not only of anti-slavery but a call to offer education to African Americans and led the 

Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) in the direction of righting the societal wrongs that had been directed 

towards African Americans and slaves.  The CWBM were strong supporters of four schools in Kentucky and 

Virginia with the goal of being educational institutes that welcomed minorities.  

 Another example can be found in Clara Hale Babcock who was the first female minister 

ordained by the Christian Church in 1888.  Because of the ground work by people like Caroline 

Pearre, others like Clara would be given a voice and become a minister who, while serving four 

congregations in her ministry, would baptize over 1,500 people.  From her eulogy we can read, 

“She was always ready and willing to assist in any undertaking for the good of the community.” 

 Sarah Lue Bostick is another shining example of the church.  Born in 1868, both her mother and fa-

ther were half Native American and African American.  She was one of the first African American women or-

dained in the Christian Church around 1898 and was a devoted worker for the CWBM in places 

like Arkansas, Missouri, Oklahoma and other surrounding states.  A passion of hers was educa-

tion, and she worked tirelessly with former slaves to provide them education and encourage 

them to go to college.  In January 1913, she procured the funds to start her own college, Jarvis 

Christian Institute (Arkansas). 

Thanks to these women, and so many more like them, the church has stayed at the forefront of social 

justice issues and worked diligently to change society to break oppression and attitudes of discrimination.  

They are examples of what it means to do justice, love kindness and walk humbly with God. 
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Disciples in History 
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Date ATTENDANCE  

1/11/15 9:00 AM  44 

 11:00 AM 77 

1/18/15 6:00 PM  45 

 11:30 PM 95 

1/25/15 9:00 AM 62 

 11:00 AM 106 

Date GIVING 

1/11/15 General $5,554.11 

 Capital $710 

1/18/15 General $6,303.51 

 Capital $745 

1/25/15 General  $5,073.01 

 Capital $320 
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Articles for the 

next OakBridge will 

be due Monday,  

February 9, at 

noon. 

  Please remember, 

articles must be 

500 words or less.   

 COME WITH US!! 

Adult Mission Trip to Shawnee, OK 

April 19-24, 2015 
 

 Each person is asked to pay $125 for food and other expenses at the 
mission.  We have space for 25-30 people plus those staying/sleeping at 
their homes.  Please mail your check for $50 to Tom Russell (address listed 
at the bottom).  The check should be payable to the Christian Church in    
Oklahoma and noted for “adult mission trip”.  We need checks, applications 
and medical forms mailed before March 16, 2015.  This will be a first come 
registration due to limited space.  Please respond ASAP.  The  balance will 
be due April 6, 2015. 

 For those living in the Central OK area, you may want to join us each 
day and sleep at home.  That will be only $50 for expenses, lunches, etc. 

 We will be staying at First Christian Church, Shawnee; we will be   
eating and sleeping there.  We will be responsible for purchasing and    
cooking all our meals.  Bring an air mattress, cot, bed roll, towel, etc. (just 
like going camping).  Showers are available off-site but close by.  We plan to 
travel in our own vehicles (share a ride when possible).  We will be working 
on a Habitat Home, so we only need to bring personal hand tools.  Each  
mission partner is asked to raise $200 for building supplies from friends,  
family and church members to help with the building costs. 

 

*Forms can be found on bulletin board outside of church office. 

 

Send forms to Tom Russell:   5112 NW 20th St, OKC, OK 73127              
tomrussell1@cox.net  (405) 946-5909 
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You can find the answers in the bible 

Let it snow 

Did you January is: 

January is the hottest month of 
the year...in Australia! 

National Hot Tea Month 

National Hobby Month 

National Soup Month 

National Staying Healthy Month 

National Thank You Month 

Can you help the penguin escape the maze? 

1. Passover  2. Twelve  3. Temple  4. obedient  5. three  6. listening  7. Jerusalem  

8. friends  9. Father’s   10. amazed 

Color m
e! 

The Boy Jesus in the Temple 
Across 

3. They found Jesus in the _____________. 

4. Jesus returned home with them and was 

__________. 

7. Jesus stayed in ______________ while his 

parents headed home. 

8. His parents looked for him among their 

__________. 

10. But the teachers were __________ at his 

Down 

1. Every year Jesus and his parents went to Jerusalem for the 

festival of _____. 

2. How old was Jesus in this story? 

3. His mother ___________ all these things in her heart. 

5. After _________ days they found Jesus. 

6. When they found Jesus he was _____________ to the teachers. 

9. His parents were upset, but Jesus said, why did you worry, 

didn’t you know I would be in my _________ house. 



Loving God and Serving Our Neighbor 

We’re on the web!

www.woccdoc.org 

Church Staff 

Rev. Daniel U’Ren — Senior Minister (Daniel@woccdoc.org) 

Janey Merry — Administrative Assistant (Janey@woccdoc.org) 

Dr. Ronald Manning — Music Director (ronald_manning@att.net) 

Dr. Matt Schinske — Pianist 

Todd Newell — Praise Band Leader 

Darren Heath, Rosanne Rowe, Steve Powers, Hope Lairson, & Jeff Newell — Praise Band Members 

Vincent Pinazza — Sound Technician 

Lawrence Johnson — Custodian 

Samantha VanOsdol — Nursery Supervisor 

Hope Lairson — Youth Interim Director  

«Name» 

«Address» 

«City» 


