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Leadership Training School 
Mission Possible: the 25th annual Leadership Training School of the Oklahoma Region     

 The church has registered as a whole, so there is no cost to you to attend.  But you must sign up for what 
classes you would like to attend!  There is a link on the website http://okdisciples.org/LTS-2016/ to sign up for    
preferred classes.  Also, there will be a hands-on service project, and we need you to bring some items to the event 
to create “first night care packages” to be donated to T.E.E.M.  For more information, please check out their web 
page.  I hope this year will provide a variety of never-before-seen classes!  I would encourage everyone to attend, 
go to as many different classes as possible, and then come back to share with others what you learned.  There are 
classes for elders, deacons, individual spiritual growth, church leaders, and ways to get involved in mission work, 
locally and abroad.  Don’t miss out on this great opportunity! 

 This past summer, I was invited to attend a meeting at the Regional Office regarding the Leadership Train-
ing School.  The person on the phone said, “since you are the chairperson for CYYA, we thought you might have 
some ideas of what classes we should offer at the next Leadership Training School.”  I responded that I did not 
know what ideas I could offer, but I would be happy to listen to what they were hoping to do and offer what advice 
I could.  Next thing I knew, I was at the meeting being introduced as the class coordinator, or as one person         
described, the “Dean of LTS”.  After several, long tedious months of brainstorming, calling and begging people to 
teach a class on something new and interesting, I ended up with 40 different topics and speakers offering classes 
that should be of interest.  We have several people from WOCC who will be speaking:  Robert Frantz will be offering 
insight on how to survive the election year, Tom Russell will offer a class on “Getting Dirty for Jesus:  A Look at  Mis-
sion Opportunities”, and I convinced Matt Schinske to teach a class on “The Music Wars”.  I hope several will attend 
Eric Gray’s class on remembering your church in your will which is something we don’t always think to do, but it is 
so important in the church.   

                We also have several other classes offered from professors from PTS on spirituality and bible study.  Dr. 
Tabbernee will be heading up a 3-phase workshop about “Loving Our Neighbors” where in each workshop we will 
hear from someone of a different Abrahamic faith to better bridge the gaps in our understanding of others in the 
Jewish, Islamic and Christian faiths.  We also will have a representative from HELM (Higher Education and Leader-
ship Ministries to talk to high school students and parents about preparing for college, and the fact that we have a 
number of colleges, scholarships and grants available. 

                In addition to the many speakers from within the Christian Church, I also enlisted several agencies to send 
speakers.  The Department of Health is sending their representative to discuss “Healthy Congregations”, the Educa-
tion and Employment Ministry (also known as TEEM) will be discussing issues of incarceration and poverty, and Dr. 
Lori Basey from “No Boundaries” will be discussing human trafficking.    

                As you can see there are quite a few opportunities for classes, and there are so many more for you to 
check out online at http://okdisciples.org/LTS-2016/ .  LTS will be on Saturday, February 6th from 8:30am to 
12:30pm.  I have already registered the church, so there is no cost to you.  Just go to the regional website, and sign 
up for the classes you want to attend.  This is very important, because I still have to decide which room to assign 
the classes based on the number of people signed up. 

Pastor’s Article 

http://okdisciples.org/LTS-2016/
http://okdisciples.org/LTS-2016/
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JANUARY 2016 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
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* 

11 

* 

12 
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* 

14 15 16 
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24 

* 

25 26 

* 

27 

* 

28 29 30 

31 
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24  “Sports Night” Fellowship Night 6:00pm-8:00pm 

26  CWF Regional Meeting 9:00am-2:00pm 

Chili Cook-off  & “All Sports Night” 
January 24, 6:00pm 

 

Please wear your favorite team t-shirt.  Bring a dessert or salad, and come 
enjoy a fun evening!  A video of Coach Lou Holtz will be shown following 

dinner.  *There will be an informational meeting afterwards for those          
interested in learning more about Whiz Kids.  

 

January 31 

1:00pm-3:00pm 

(Food for purchase at        
location.  See Hope for      

details!) 

Super Bowl Subs Fundraiser 

Support Youth Summer Mission Trip 

Pick them up after worship on Feb. 7th 

Wheat, White, Turkey, Ham, and All the Fixings 

$5/sandwich  

27  Bridge for Fun 1:00pm-4:00pm 

       Caring & Sharing @ Ted’s Cafe 5:00pm-6:00pm 

31  Bowling Family Fun Day 1:00pm-3:00pm 
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 To our dismay, but not surprise, we have discovered mold in parts of the Youth Wing.  A company was 
hired to run tests in several areas of the Youth Wing, and we subsequently received their lab reports and    
remediation recommendations.  The mold is located in the Nursery, Kindergarten Room and in the Janitor’s 
Closet. 
 The Property Committee has decided to move those classrooms to ensure the health and safety of our 
children, teachers, and staff.  The Nursery is now located in the Youth Room, and Kindergarten has moved to 
the 3rd grade classroom.   
 On Saturday, January 16, a crew began sanitizing and moving articles from those rooms that the   
teachers and staff determined necessary while those two rooms are being remediated and restored.  Sunday, 
January 17, additional work was completed to finalize the move. 
 Please do NOT enter those two rooms or the Janitor’s Closet until further notice.  If you have questions 
or concerns, please see a Property Committee member.  Your patience during this time is much appreciated.  
A special thank you to Sandra Cook and Samantha VanOsdol for their support and understanding. 
 Debris Cleanup – Charlie Conner continues working with his chipper to finish the debris cleanup from 
our two ice storms.  The Property Committee cannot thank Charlie enough for his efforts in finishing this 
work. 
 

Jane Maytubby,  Property Co-Chair 

Property Update 

Worship & Wonder 
Children Worship and Wonder is the Christian Church’s (Disciples of Christ) program offered during 

Sunday Morning Worship.  CW&W stories are from Sonja 

Stewart and Jerome Berryman’s book, “Young Children and 

Worship” and are based on familiar Old and New            

Testament stories written appropriately for pre-school and 

elementary children.   

The intent is to share the stories with children, and 

then ask open-ended questions to help them find their 

own understanding of the story and the Kingdom of God.  

Immediately after the bible story, the children are given 

the opportunity to “work”.  The work time encourages  

children to process the story in their own way through different forms of art or working with one of the      

stories.  Then, we have a prayer time and a “feast time”.  Afterwards, we all talk together about their week.  

TRAINING FOR STORYTELLERS AND GREETERS 

 If you are interested in helping as a storyteller or a greeter for Children Worship and Wonder, a 

training workshop has been scheduled for Friday, February 26th from 5:00pm to 9:00pm and Saturday,      

February 27th from 9:00am to 5:00pm at WOCC.  Please contact Julia Jordan Gillett through the church 

office for information. 
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Youth Soundbite 

 I know the weather is still cold, and the anticipation of snowfall is lurking in our hearts.  There is 
no question that winter is here; however, we have to start 
thinking about summer!  One of the most highly              
anticipated events for the summer is the Youth Mission 
Trip.  Last year, we stayed close to home, so this is our year 
to help people outside of our direct community.  We are 
planning on going to Heifer Ranch in Perryville, Arkansas, 
July 17—22.  The estimated cost of attendance is $75.  
Please let me know if you need a scholarship.  Heifer       
focuses on service learning through a variety of               
experiential activities such as:  teambuilding, educational 
sessions, overnight village experience, and hands-on service projects in the garden and livestock areas.  
Heifer seeks to help groups understand global hunger and poverty issues to seek lasting change around 

the world.  All meals are served cafeteria style, except for 
the global village experience.  This is where groups stay in 
global lodging and eat meals from around the world.  We 
are going to have a blast!  In order to make a reservation 
with Heifer, I need to tell them how many people are 
attending.  If you are interested and available that week, 
please let me know in person, by phone, or email.  Once we 
sign a contract, we are obligated to pay for the individual, so 

please be honest about your attendance.  We need at least 10 youth to attend.  I am looking forward to 
this wonderful opportunity to grow and share this time with you all!  
 
Upcoming Events: 
Jan. 24- ROCK Sunday 5:00-7:00pm  
Jan. 31- Church Family Fun Day (Bowling @ Windsor Lanes) 1:00-3:00pm 
Feb. 7- Super Bowl Sub Sale after both worship services 
 Super Bowl Party 6:00pm-3rd Quarter 
Feb. 14- Valentine’s Day Lunch 12:30-1:30pm 
Feb. 21- Valentine’s Dinner Fundraiser 6:00pm 
Feb. 28- ROCK Sunday 5:00-7:00pm  

Peace and Blessings, 
Hope Lairson 
Interim Youth Director  

Birthday Party for Jesus 



 Cheyenne & Kristin Pursley’s baby was 
born 13 weeks early & is in Mercy NICU 
until March. 

 Pray for the “Sonshine Singers”, our 
new children’s choir! 

 Bob Humphrey’s sister, Mary Jane 

 Pray for the refugees around the world. 

 Larry Digby, Martha Buchanan’s son, is             
experiencing serious mental health 
problems & won’t accept help. 

 Carol Allen had surgery on her left leg. 

 April Gregory, the Wilkersons’ friend, is 
going through chemo. 

 Heather Keaton, Christine Wagner’s 
friend, for recovery from brain cancer 
surgery. 

 Danny O’Kert, friend of the Hills 

 For Tina Bayliff’s oldest daughter who 
had surgery for gall stones. 

 Bill Lassiter, John Lassiter’s son, had a 
stroke. 

 Sandra Russell, Tom & Karen Russell’s 
sister-in-law, has heart problems & is in 
the hospital in Houston. 

 Taylor Humphrey, Bob Humphrey’s               
granddaughter 

 Darlene Singleton 

 Greg Morse, Linda Cobb’s nephew, had 
surgery but recovery will be difficult. 

 Pat Gentis 

 Dorleen Gosnell, Cythnia Hill’s mom 

 Pray for Shawn Hensley, Tom Russell’s 
brother-in-law.  He had surgery for a 
brain tumor. 

 David Dixon, the Goodners’ friend, will 
continue dialysis. 

 Dennis Spencer, Karen Russell’s     
brother, had a stroke. 

 Sharon Roemer, Martha Buchanan’s 
friend, has multiple cancers. 

 Lloyd Gosnell, Cynthia Hill’s cousin, has 
cancer. 

 Renee Williams, Martha Buchanan’s 
friend, has cancer.  

 Joan Stamman, Jan Sills’ cousin, has 
colon cancer. 

 Sharon Lutke, friend of Jan Ketola, has 
cancer. 

 Dick & Lura Cayton 

 Danny Cartmill, Marlene Word’s    
nephew, has pancreatic cancer. 

 Millman family 

 Lou O’Brien 

Prayer Requests 

“Do not be    

anxious about 

anything, but in 

every situation, 

by prayer and 

petition, with 

thanksgiving,     

present your  

requests to 

God.”                       

—Philippians 4:6 
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Mentoring Month 
 January is National Mentoring Month.  In observance of this, we        

encourage those interested in participating in Whiz Kids to shadow another 

tutor to get an idea of what is involved in the program.  Thursdays at 3:00pm 

with Rev. Dick Cayton at Portland Ave Baptist Church is one option, but there 

are other times available. 

—Outreach Committee 
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Getting Dirty for Jesus 
How to Bring a Mission Camp to 

Your Community 

New Church Starts: How Your 

Church Can Help Them Grow 

Disaster Preparedness: How to 

Prepare Your Church’s          

Response 

Homeless Alliance: Rallying to 

End Homelessness 
Interpreting This Present Age 

211 Heartline: Crisis Response 

Phone Services 

Reaching Out to Vets:            

Understanding PTSD 

Kid’s Cafe: Learn How to Partner 

with the Regional Food Bank 

Local Missions: Chain Reaction 

& Disciples4Water 

Hands-On Mission: Care      

Packets for T.E.E.M. 

No Boundaries – Human          

Trafficking 

T.E.E.M. – Breaking Cycles of 

Incarceration and Poverty 

Hearts for Care: Being the 

Church to the Community 

Caminante: Mission in the Domini-

can Republic 

Understanding Homosexuality: 

The Clobber Scriptures 

Understanding Homosexuality: 

The Clobber Scriptures 

Understanding Homosexuality: 

The Clobber Scriptures 

Do All Lives Really Matter Do All Lives Really Matter Do All Lives Really Matter 

Loving Your Neighbor: A Jewish 

Perspective 

Loving Your Neighbor: A Muslim 

Perspective 

Loving Your Neighbor: A Christian 

Perspective 

Who We Are As Disciples Surviving the Election Years Healthy Congregations 

Family as Sabbath 
Nonviolence Towards Yourself 

and Others 
Feeding Your Spirituality 

  The Mango Tree 

Leadership Training School Class Schedule 

Mission Track=Blue • Spirituality Track=Green • Practical Ministry=Red 

9:45 Session 10:45 Session 11:45 Session 

Continued on next page…. 



__  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __   
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Worship and Wonder HELM – Preparing for College  

Food Bank: How Your Church 

Can Address Food Insecurity 
Creative Worship Music in Worship: The Music Wars 

Drama Ministry 
Life is Too Short for Long     

Meetings 

Media and Technology in the 

Church 

Remembering Your Church in 

Your Will 
The Joy of Puppet Ministries 

How to Set Up a Trust or          

Endowment 

Supporting Pastors in Church 

Administration 

Table Talk: Tips for Elders and 

Deacons 

The Table: Creatively Decorating 

for the Lord’s Supper 

*One recommended class for Committee Chairs to plan on attending is titled “Life is too short 

for long meetings”. 

New Name, Same Worthwhile Cause 

It’s time to package food again! 

“Kids Against Hunger” has a new name,  

“Stamp Out Starvation”. 
This is the same great organization we helped last year 

at WOCC. 
 

Save the date!  March 19th, 2016 
We will work from 9:00am—12:00pm and          

1:00pm—4:00pm.      

 

Plan to work one or both shifts; let me know how many are  
going to attend from your Sunday School Class, Youth 

Group, Women’s or Men’s Groups, etc.  

Tom Russell  (405)650-3335  



A Whiz Kids Tutor 
 As a Whiz Kids Tutor, I help one elementary student to read for about one hour a week during the 

school year.  At Portland Avenue Baptist Church, where I tutor, the children are transported to the church 

around 3:00pm every Thursday.  The first hour includes a snack time with my student, “together time” (which 

includes a review of the rules), Star of the Month, and birthdays.  The “club time” follows when tutors         

observe a Club Leader with the students or attend a break-out session for tutors.  The second hour is for      

tutoring which finishes around 5:00pm.  The children are driven home by at least two tutors in each car. 

 If you want to learn more about our plans for WOCC to 

become a host church for Whiz Kids, there will be a briefing      

session immediately following the Chili Cook-Off Fellowship 

Event on January 24th.  If you are considering being a tutor, you 

can go with me to Portland Avenue Baptist Church any Thursday.  

For the month of January, there is an emphasis on recruitment, so         

anyone is welcome to “shadow” a tutor with his/her student.  Our 

church is looking for about 40 people to be Whiz Kids tutors.  Each 

tutor is required to provide necessary information for a          

background check.  If you transport a child, you must have auto 

insurance.  Training comes through a training session, 

“shadowing”, and a training manual.   

 For me, Whiz Kids has been a very rewarding experience; I know their lives are changed for the       

positive by making better grades, boosting self-confidence, and gaining maturity.  I know of no greater, con-

tinual joy than being a mentor for an elementary child who initially is struggling to learn to read.   

—Rev. Dick Cayton          

P A G E  8  



Gratitude is our Attitude 
“Thank you, Lord, for the alternative cancer treatment, Protocel.” —Tom & Karen Russell 
 
“A special thank you to Jimmy Ille and everyone who helped to decorate and un-decorate for Advent,    
Christmas and Epiphany.  Thank you also to Elizabeth Gray for taking over as Worship Chair during the       
holiday season.  Thank you to everyone for all you do!” —Rev. U’Ren 
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Pastor’s Class 
 The Pastor’s Class is an opportunity for those individuals who are seeking or desiring more               

information about baptism.  Anyone who has not been 

baptized and feels he or she is ready to be baptized is        

encouraged to contact the church office (789-8812), and 

let Daniel know that he/she would like to talk more about 

getting baptized.  Parents of children around 5th grade 

who feel they are ready to make that confession of faith 

and be  baptized are encour- aged to sign up their child for 

the Pastor’s Class which will meet during Lent. 

 The beginning of a new year is the perfect time to reflect upon new things.  Many people make new 
year's resolutions in hopes of accomplishing something that they did not do the previous year. 
 There is a lot of newness in the Bible as well.  God is constantly doing new things from the changing 
of the seasons to the rise and fall of nations.  He also makes us new and works new things into our lives. 
 New things can scare a lot of people, because they do not 
know what the future holds while the old contained an amount of 
certainty to it.  There are times when new is not always better,      
usually as the result of man's sin. 
 When God does something new, though, it is always a great 
thing.  We should look forward to it when God does something new 
in our life, because we know that we can trust Him.  Even if we don't 
know what the future holds when something new comes along, we 
know that God gives us the best.  

Goodness in Newness 

 Copyright © 2015 by Bill Watterson  
“Online Bible Devotions” is a part of the Spreading Light Ministries 
Network © 1999-2013.  
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Can you help the penguin escape the 

maze? 

 

H Z K L T L B R D V  

Z E B X U G E X H N  

M X L T G T F K M Q  

U P H P S H C R A M  

E E R I E G Y M R L  

R W N U N R J H T A  

M I R I G H T S I U  

M B K N D A O A N Q  

Z V F W D J V O X E  

Z K T Q C T X S O J  

I Have a Dream 

EQUAL, HELPER, KING,  

LUTHER, MARCH, MARTIN, 

MINISTER, RIGHTS 



Date ATTENDANCE  

1/10/16 9:00 AM 45 

 11:00 AM 79 

1/17/16 9:00 AM 45 

 11:00 AM 78 

Date GIVING 

1/10/16 General $4,545.93 

 Blessing Fund $910 

1/17/16 General  $3,379.42 

 Blessing Fund $160 
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Articles for the 

next OakBridge 

will be due 

Monday,      

Feb 1st, at 

noon  

  Please          

remember,     

articles must be 

500 words or 

less.   

Military Serving Our Country 

 Evan Ferguson, U.S. Air Force 

 Lita Watts (Brandon Watts’ wife), U.S. Air Force Reserve enlistee 

 Jennifer Wilkinson, U.S. Navy enlistee 

 Senior Airman Brandon Watts (Suzanne & Bill Parker’s grandson), U.S. Air Force 

 Matt Chown (John Lassiter’s grandson), U.S. Air Force  

 Tyler Bradley, U.S. Air Force  

 Jordan Klein (Charlene Newkirk’s nephew)  

 Jacob Johnson (T.J. & Barbara Johnson’s grandson), U.S. Army  

 Brian Chester (Carol & Jerry Allen’s son-in-law) 

O A K B R I D G E  



Loving God and Serving Our Neighbor 

We’re on the web!

www.woccdoc.org 

Church Staff 

Rev. Daniel U’Ren — Senior Minister (Daniel@woccdoc.org) 

Rev. Julia Jordan Gillett — Associate Minister (Julia@woccdoc.org) 

Hope Lairson — Interim Youth Director 

Janey Merry — Administrative Assistant (Janey@woccdoc.org) 

Dr. Ronald Manning — Music Director (ronald_manning@att.net) 

Rosa McCroskey — Pianist 

Verona Burke — Organist 

Todd Newell — Praise Band Leader 

Rosanne Rowe, Steve Powers, Hope Lairson, Jeff Newell & Brett Hawk — Praise Band Members 

Vincent Pinazza — Sound Technician 

Lawrence Johnson — Custodian 

Samantha VanOsdol — Nursery Supervisor 

Cynthia Mize & Kiersten Hamill — Nursery Attendants 

«Name» 

«Address» 

«City» 

Follow us on Facebook 

https://www.facebook.com/woccdoc 


